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; Kurdi, World Bank officials 
discuss loan guarantee 

WASHINGTON (Petra) — Minister of Health and 
‘Health Care Ashraf Kurdi and the accompanying del- 
egation Friday held talks with the World Bank offi- 
cials to guarantee a S35 million loan to the Kingdom. 
Dr. Kurdi said the loan will help finance health pr<> 
jects. The minister added, that the Kingdom is looking 
for other parties to finance the restructuring of the 
health sector in the Kingdom. 
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Flying ‘eye hospital’ ends visit to Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — An eye hospital on board a 
DC- 10 airliner has completed a three- week stay in 
Sudan during which specialists carried out scores of 
eye operations both inside the plane parked at Khar- 
toum airport and in the capital's hospitals. The multi- 
national Orbis team's medical manager told reporters 
Thursday that Orbis surgeons bad carried out 62 oper- 
ations and treated 35 cases with laser, in addition to 
training more than 50 Sudanese eye doctors and a 
number of technicians and nurses. This was the eighth 
annual visit by the flying hospital to Sudan. Orbis* 
main mission is to transfer the latest medical technol- 
ogy to developing nations, the official said. 
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Ross, Netanyahu unable to reach 
compromise after 4-hour meeting 

Arafat on troop withdrawal: I want both, quality and quantity 


or resigns. 
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TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 

Prime Minis ter Beny amin 

Netanyahu met U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross on Friday in a bid 
to prevent Washington ftom 
stepping up its Middle East 
medfotion by pushing its own 
peace plan. 

Ml Netanyahu held more 
than four hours of talks with 
Ml Ross, but the two were 
unable to reach a co mpromise 
over a promised West Bank 
troop withdrawal winch the 
United States insists Israel con- 
duct, sources close to Ml 
N etanyahu told Israeli radio. 

: They will meet again Satur- 
day ni ght after similar taTIcc 

Friday evening with Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat, 
who called an Washington to 
unveil its proposals and push 
Israel on die troop pullbacks. 

Washington made a veiled 
fores an Thursday to put its 
proposals on foe table, despite 
Israeli protests, expressing 
impatience with foe 'year-tong 
deadlock in foe peace process. 

‘Time is iraniiDg oat ^ for 
those wbo care about peace in 
foe Middle East” StateDepvt- 


seeksto receive in foe pullback. 

Ml Netanyahu has reported- 
ly offered a nine per cent pull- 
back, insisting that foe U.S. 
proposal would damage Israeli 
security by exposing vital inter- 
ests r — such as Jewish settle- 
ments and .even Ben Gurion 
airport — to terrorist attacks. 

In a bid to convince Wash- 
ington to tack off its plan, he 
will oflfera smaller pullback 
which would link West Bank 
arests already under Palestinian 
control rather than give them 
isolated enclaves. 

The Israeli press said Ml 
N etanyahu may be willing to 
compromise add increase foe 
scqpeoffoe pullback to II per 
cent. 

But he masts foe Palestinians 
agree to delay another stage of 
withdrawal which Israel had 
promised in self-rule accords to 
conduct before mid 1998, a 
condition which President 
Arafet has rejected. 

Ml Arafat rejected Ml 
Netanyahu's offer id improve 
the “quality’' of the land han- 





the Middle East” StateDejssat- dovra, teffing journalists in 
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Palestmian President Yasser Arafat prays alongside visiting Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Jawad Anani on Friday (Renters photo) 

Anani briefs Arafat on King’s U.S. talks; 
calls for promotion of ties with Syria 


pant- *1" i E 

1 


to make some hard dp^ijapns 
without vritich We face the real 
prospect of disillusionment,” 
Ml Rubin said. 

The US. plan, which has 
been widely reported in foe 
.-press, calls on Israel to witb- 
: draw its troops from 13.1 per 
: cent of foe Wfest Bank over the 
| next three months in tandem 
: with Palestinian moves to step 
: up foe fight against anti-Israeli 
• activists. . . 

; Ml Ross hopes to overcome 
: Israeli opposition to the plan, 
: convinced that the Palestinians 
: would then accept it, although 
foe U.S. proposals foil for shot 
: of the some 30 per cent of the 
; West Bank which Ml Arafat 


meats. 

Palestinian Infonnation Min- 
ister Yasser Abed Rabbo insist- 
ed the Pales tinians would not 
accept “renegotiating” self-rule 
agreements which outlined foe 
withdrawal. 

“We will not sign any new 
agreements. We want the 
implementation of agreements 
which Israel has held up” he 
said. “We hope Ross will cxxne 
with ideas leading to their 
lu nJemejiliflli op” 

The United States must 
“pressure Israel to conduct a 
withdrawal acceptable to the 
JEfolestimansT Ml Abu Rudeina 
told journalists in Ramallah. 


Rj Ahmad Khrrishan 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Deputy Rime 
Minister aixlFbreign Minister 
Jawad Anani voiced Jordan’s 
readiness to stare dialogue and 
promote relations with “our 
brethren in Syria at any time.” 

Speaking to A1 Zaman 
newspaper, which is published 
in Lxmdan and New York. Dl 
A nani said that he spoke with 
his Syrian counterpart Farouk 
AlSharaa. 

Dr Anani said Jordan's rela- 
tions with Syria are strong and 
are based on cooperation. 

He added that Jordan sup- 
ports the idea of holding an 


Arab summit and all efforts 
that lead to a comprehensive 
reconciliation among Arab 
countries. 

During an interview with AJ 
Jazirah satellite channel Ml 
S haraa described Jordanian.- 
Syrian ties as brotherly and 
strong, stressing that Jordani- 
ans and Syrians are unifi ed 
and integrated. 

Meanwhile, AFP reported 
that Dl Anani. meeting with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafer Friday, backed Palestin- 
ian demands for an Israeli 
troop withdrawal in the West 
Bank. 

“Jordan hopes to see the 
peace process pi* back on 


track, which can only oe Jo>k 
with creative ideas to i:nrS 
meat the agreements ’ ‘--L: 
have been signed,” Dl -mi 
toki journalists after foe two 
met in foe West Bank town of 
Ramallah. 

“We support whatever the 
Palestinians accept,” Dr. Anani 
said when asked about propos- 
als for foe scope of an Israeli 
troop withdrawal in the West 
Baric 

President Arafat said Dr. 
Anani had brought a message 
from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein about his meetings with 
American officials over the 
peace process. 


Israel moves to allow informal 
Jewish settlements in W. Bank 


Israeli fails to win support for 
Lebanon withdrawal scheme 


rVand-^ 

.c'nhk* 


j OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
■ (AFP) — The Israeli defence 
.ministry is moving to turn 
informal camps set up by Jew- 
ish sealers in the West Bank 
into new, permanent setde- 
menls.theIaaelidaflyH^retz 
reported oo Friday. 

.The ministry has provided 
force inf ormal settlements, 
Called Rehalinv Gidomm and 
Har Hemed, with electricity 
and sewage systems and 
linked them to settler roads in 
the occupied' territory, foe 
paper said. 

1 The move came despite 
promises by Israeli Prime 
•Minister Benyanrin 

'Netanyahu not to create new 
■settlements in the West Bank, 


although he has rejected calls 
by the United States for Israel 
to halt settlement expansion. 

The three encampments 
were set up in the early 1990s 
by Jewish settlers without per- 
mits required from the min- 
istry, but foe army had since 
presided soldiers to guard foe 
fev^jeopie living- in Ihem, the 
paper said. 

The ministry is now consid- 
ering officially recognising 
Rehalim. where it has given 
permission for foe binkfing of 
a religious school funded by 
foe extreme ri gh t MoJedet 
Party. 

ft is also cooaderiog adding 
foe enclaves into foe master 
plans of existing settlements, 


which would set aside large 
swathes of land for foe 
encampments’ expansion. 

A spokesman for the 
defence ministry rid not deny 
the stray. “A variety of options 
are under consideration,'’ he 
told AFP. 

Israel has founded some 155 
settiemems in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, which it occu- 
pied in 1967. They are now 
horre to some 150,000 set- 
tlers. 

Palestinians have ftemanried 
a stop to settlement construc- 
tion, saying Israel is expanding 
foe enclaves to seize land 
which foe Palestinians seek for 
a future stale in any final reso- 
lution to die peace process. 


Israeli military goes beyond 
south Lebanon occupation zone 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Israel's defence minister failed to 
win US. support Friday fra an 
Israeli offer to withdraw from 
southern Lebanon if Beirut 
recognised the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanese Army rights in 
the region. 

US. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen said the propos- 
al “was a positive cxMnbution 
and a very significant step for- 
ward” but the United States 
“stands solidly behind UN. Res- 
olution 425,” which be said calls 
for Israel’s unconditional with- 
drawal, 

On the plus side, talks here 
between Mr. Cohen and Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordecbai concluded with ap 
U.S. agreement to help finances 
third Arrow anti-missile banery. 

Mr. Mordecbai said Israel was 


“looking forward" to change in 
foe situation in Lebanon and was 
ready to withdraw if the 
Lebanese government and army 
“give foe right to the South 
Lebanese Army and the south 
Lebanese people." 

“If they do that we are ready to 
withdraw ftom south Lebanon,” 
he said at a joint news confer- 
ence with Ml Cohen. Ml 
Monkcbai said he was asking 
Washington to provide political 
support for the initiative and to 
support foe Lebanese army if it 
is needed. 

“I am not asking to send even 
one soldier from the United 
States or any other country to 
Lebanon and to foe Middle East 
just to encourage Lebanon and 
some offer country to join this 
initiative to change foe situation 
in Lebanon," he said. 


68 killed in Algeria 


RASHAYA (AFP) — The 
Israeli military made a 
■foray Friday outside the 
‘zone it occupies in south 
Lebanon to supervise work 
to protect its positions, 
Lebanese police, said. 

• Israeli soldiers also 
■replaced the Jewish state’s 
■proxy militia, the South 
'Lebanon Array (SLA), at 
Ain Qenya. one of four 
positions on the eastern 
idge of foe zone which is 
■next to the Syrian-con- 
trolled eastern Bekaa Val- 
ley, foe security services 
said. - 


The Israeli military in 
recent days has taken over 
three other positions at 
Rihaa. Zaghleh and Kawk- 
aba from foe SLA, foe secu- 
rity services said. - 

An officer and four Israeli 
troops accompanied 20 
SLA militiamen in three 
ranks and supervised work 
done Friday three kilome- 
tres outside foe occupied 
zone and across from foe 
Ain Qenya position, police 
said. 

For more than two hours, 
a tractor cut off access to 
agricultural roads leading 


to the zone and strength- 
ened a sand embankment 
which has been in place for 
several years, they said. 

While foe work-was car- 
ried out, Israeli aircraft flew 
at low altitude over the area 
while Lebanese soldiers 
posted two kilometres .to 
foe east were on a state of 
alert, should the Israelis or 
foe. SLA go beyond the 
embankment. 

Israel occupies a swathe 
of land in south Lebanon to 
protect its northern territo- 
ries from cross-border 
attacks. 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Kfiy- 
seven civilians were massa- 
cred overnight in unrest in 
Algeria in which nine suspect- 
ed Islamists and 1 a security 
officer were also killed, securi- 
ty services sad Kday. 

The civilian lives was 
claimed in three different 
dashes representing foeheavi- 
est bloodshed since foe series 
of massacres foatUopdied the 
fasting month of Ramadan, 
maudy in January. 

Forty-seven people were 
killed overnight in the town of 
Botrirat Lahdab, in foe Djelik 
region, some 250 kilometres 
south of Algiers, and another 
11 were kfijed in Ycub, in foe 


Saida region, 350 kilometres 
southeast of foe capital. 

Elsewfaae, foe security ser- 
vices said in a communique. 
nme armed Islamists were 
killed Thursday, six in Mas- 
cara, just north of Saida, one id 
the northeastern city cf Con- 
stantine and two in Birkha- 
dera, an Algiers suburb.! 

A member of foe security 
forces was killed in foe opera- 
tion in Birichadem. 

The security services said an 
Investigation was under way 
into foe new killings, which 
broke a period of relative calm 
since Ramadan in January, 
when more than 1,000 people 
were massacred 


U.N. arms experts inspect 
Iraqi presidential site 


BAGHDAD (R) — United 
Nations weapons experts 
accompanied by senior 
diplomats set out on Friday 
for a second day inspecting 
presidential sites at the 
centre of a recent crisis 
with Iraq. 

The inspectors left U.N. 
headquarters outside Bagh- 
dad in a convoy of around 
25 vehicles. Witnesses said 
they headed for the Rad- 
waniyah palace west of 
Baghdad, where on Thurs- 
day they conducted the 
first inspection of an Iraqi 
presidential site in seven 
years of disarmament 
work. 

“We had a hard, long 
day... It was a large 
expanse, with some beauti- 
ful architecture," Jayantha 
Dhanapala, a senior U.N. 
official overseeing the 
presidential site inspec- 
tions, told reporters before 
setting off for work. 

He declined to comment 
further on the inspection at 
Radwaniyah. a sprawling 
site by Saddam Interna- 
tional Airport which has 
hosted visiting dignitaries 
including King Hussein 
and Egypt’s President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Iraq last year declared the 
sites off-limits to inspec- 
tors, triggering a crisis and 
threats of U.S. military 
strikes which receded only 
j when U.N. Secretary-Gen- 



United Nations weapons inspectors carry equipment 
before leaving their headquarters in Baghdad Thursday. 
Large convoys of UNSCOM inspectors accompanied by 
diplomats and an Iraqi escort entered Baghdad's Rad- 
waniyah Palace on Thursday on their first visit to an Iraqi 
'presidential site' in seven years of work (Reuters photo) 

eral Kofi Arman clinched a “Teams saw everything 


deal to get the inspectors in 
accompanied by diplomats. 

“These are initial visits... 
there would be subsequent 
visits as envisaged by the 
memorandum of under- 
standing," Mr. Dhanapala 
said in reference to Mr. 
Annan’s accord 

“Both sides intend to ful- 
fil the memorandum." 

The U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM) 
charged with dismantling 
Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction said on Thurs- 
day only that inspections 
were carried out at two 
areas in Radwaniyah. 
Diplomats were more 
forthcorning. 


“Teams saw everything 
they wanted to see," said 
Horst Holthoff. a retired 
German diplomat. “I am 
personally impressed by 
the spirit of cooperation of 
the Iraqi side." 

Iraqi officials said Oil 
Minister Amir Muhammad 
Rasheed, one of Iraq's top 
contacts with UNSCOM, 
accompanied foe inspec- 
tors on Thursday and Fri- 
day. They said Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
was also supervising the 
presidential inspections but 
declined to say if he attend- 
ed all foe visits. 

UNSCOM chairman 

(Continued on page 3) 


Arab Bank doubles capital 
by issuing bonus shares 


By Suleiman Khalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Arab Bank 
Pic foe largest privately 
owned bank in the Arab 
World, on Friday won 
shareholder approval to 
issue bonus shares that will 
double its capital to JD88 
million (5124 million). 

Shareholders at the 
bank’s AGM unanimously 
approved the one-for-one 
issue, which will be funded 
by a transfer of reserves 
following the scrapping of 
a tax on capital increases. 

“We have large reserves 
this year and after cancella- 
tion of a law imposing 15 
per cent tax on capital 
increases, we are happy to 
give shareholders a bonus 
share," Chairman Abdul - 
Majeed Shoraan said. 

Mr. Shoraan told share- 
holders thar foe bank's 
financial strength was 
reflected in its healthy 
reserves, which rose to 
JD462 million in 1997 from 
JD400 million in 1996. 



Abdul Majeed Shoman 

'buoyant performance 
in ‘97 has due to the 
bank's geographic 
spread across Europe , 
U.S. and Far East' 

Arab Bank Pic’s net prof- 
its rose 12.5 per cent to 
JD 107.7 million in 1997 
from JD95.7 million in 
1996. The total balance 
sheet rose to JD 14.389 bil- 
lion against JD13.4SI bil- 
lion, 

Mr. Shoman said foe 


buoyant performance in 
1997 was due to foe bank’s 
geographic spread across 
Europe, foe U.S. and foe 
Far East, which allowed it 
to offset sluggish growth in 
some Arab countries by 
better earnings in other 
regions. 

Revenue rose 7.2 per cent 
to JD310.S million. Total 
shareholders equity rose to 
JD720 million from JD630 
milli on. 

The results exclude sub- 
sidiaries and large holdings 
in Arab banks under the 
umbrella of foe Arab Bank 
Group, which posted an 
11.6 per cent rise in net 
profits to $220.8 million in 
1997. The group’s total bal- 
ance sheet rose 8.3 per cent 
to $22.5 billion at foe end 
of 1997 from $20.78 billion 
in 1996. 

Mr. Shoman told Reuters 
foe bank posted a 10 per 
cent rise in its assets and 
profits in the first three 
months of 1998. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Vatican FM off to Yemen after 
talks on peace, bilateral ties 


By Elia Nasraliah 
Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Vatican’s 
Foreign Minister Jean-Louis 
Taman Friday ended a brief 
visit to Jordan and left for 
Sanaa, capital of Yemen. 

The charge d’affaires ai foe 
Vatican embassy in Amman, 
Dominique Rezeau. told foe 
Jordan Times that during his 
brief visit here Archbishop 
Taman discussed Jordanian- 
Varican relations and foe 
Middle East peace process as 
well as issues of common 
concern to Jordan and the 
Catholic state. 

The Vatican official was 
met ai Amman Airport by 
Deputy Prime Minis ter and 


Foreign Minister Jawad AI 
Anani and other senior offi- 
cials with whom be held foe 
meetings during his visit 

Archbishop Tauran first vis- 
ited Jordan in July 1994 — 
four months after the Vatican 
and Amman established 
diplomatic relations. 

According to Monsginor 
Rezeau, the archbishop plans 
to discuss with Yemeni offi- 
cials bilateral relations and 
foe possibility of constructing 
a Catholic Centre in Sanaa 
where there is currently no 
Christian church. 

He said that foe Yemeni 
government has in principle 
agreed to foe plan and accord- 
ing to foe Vatican, some 3000 
Catholics, all foreigners, live 


in Yemen, served by four 
priests and 26 nuns. 

Vatican spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro was quoted by the 
French News Agency as say- 
ing that the “question of resti- 
tution of a church confiscated 
in Aden in 1973 by the Popu- 
lar Democratic Republic of 
Yemen will also be raised in 
foe talks in Sanaa." 

Mousgr. Rezeau said that 
Archbishop Tauran is to meet 
with Catholic community and 
religious officials in the 
Yemeni capital 

According to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, foe 
archbishop is accompanied 
by the apostolic delegate to 
Lebanon and Kuwait 
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Over 1,000 join Hamas march for 
release of prisoners held by PNA 


NABLUS (.AFP) — Over 
1 .000 supporters of the 
Islamist group Hamas 
marched in the West Bank 
town of Nablus on Friday 
demanding the release of its 
members held by the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA). 

As the Hamas protesters 
marched through the town, 
prisoners in Nablus' Juneid 
prison announced they 
would go on hunger strike 
until Palestinian officials 
agree to their release. 


The protesters, including 
women and children, chant- 
ed, “No to political impris- 
onment” and “Palestinian 
Authority, we want some 
freedom." as they marched 
to the govemorare building 
in the town, witnesses said 
At the govemorate. they 
were met by some 200 
Palestinian police, who 
allowed Hamas official 
Jamal Selim to deliver a 
speech calling on the 
authority “to release politi- 
cal prisoners." 


Prisoners of Juneid prison 
announced in posters on 
walls near the demonstra- 
tion that they had begun a 
hunger strike, demanding 
their release ahead of Mus- 
lim 'Eid Al Adha holidays, 
starting in early April. 

"When will our suffering 
end? We hope to be released 
for 'Eid Al Adha because we 
have missed too many holi- 
days away from our fami- 
lies." the posters said. 

The statements did not say 
how many prisoners were 


participating in die strike. 

Scores of members of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) are held in 
Palestinian prisons, many of 
them for months without 
ever being tried, usually on 
charges of links to anti- 
Israeli aitacks. 

Hamas is opposed to the 
PNA's negotiations with 
Israel and has waged a cam- 
paign of violence, including 
suicide bombings, which 
have left scores of Israelis 
dead since 1994. 


Israeli left-wingers protest 
demolition of Palestinian house 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli 
left-wingers made a protest 
visit on Friday to a Palestinian 
family who were beaten and 
arrested for trying to rebuild 
their home which was demol- 
ished by the Israeli army this 
month. 

Around 50 members of the 
left-wing Meretz Party and 
pro-peace groups visited 
Zuhur AJ A trash. 34. in the 
tent outside Hebron in which 
she has lived with her 10 chil- 
dren since their home was 
demolished by the army on 
March 3. 

"We came here to show our 
solidarity with the A trash fam- 
ily and we want to come back 
again to help them rebuild 


their house," Joel Weinberg, a 
Meretz member, told AFP. 

After Israeli leftists helped 
die family rebuild two rooms 
of the house. Israeli soldiers 
came on March 22 and arrest- 
ed four members of the fami- 
ly and confiscated construc- 
tion equipment 

When they arrested Zuhur s 
husband YousseC the soldiers 
pushed Zuhur and her daugh- 
ter. Manal. 14. to die ground 
and handcuffed her to a tree. 
They later arrested all three 
and their oldest son Hussam. 

"Manal has been in the hos- 
pital for the past five days with 
internal bleeding after she was 
beaten by the soldiers." Zuhur 
said, adding that Youssef and 


Hussam remained in Israeli 
custody. 

“I am a woman alone and 
they have destroyed my life. 
They beat me, handcuffed me. 
But we will rebuild the house 
whether they like it or not." 
she said. 

The Israeli authorities 
demolished the house because 
it was built three years ago 
after being refused a building 
permit by the army. 

Palestinians complain that 
the army never grams permits 
to Palestinian families to build 
in areas under its control, even 
if the families own the land 
and are forced to build there 
by overcrowding inside self- 
rule towns. 


Jewish Agency director 
criticises Swiss bank accord 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The 
head of Israel’s Jewish 
Agency criticised on Friday a 
deal reached in the United 
States between Swiss banks 
and families of Holocaust vic- 
tims over the return of money 
looted from Jews by the 
Nazis. 

'The principles of the agree- 
ment may satisfy the United 
Stares but doesn't meet the 
needs of the people who have 
been harmed," said Abraham 
Bmg. head of the Jewish 
Agency, a semi-governmental 


body dealing with immigra- 
tion of Jews to israeL 

Mr. Burg told journalists it 
would take another year for a 
full deal to be reached. 

Switzerland;?/, .three major 
banks reached a deal on 
Thursday in New York with 
Jewish families who had 
brought a multi-billion dollar 
class-action suit seeking com- 
pensation for assets looted 
from Jews and put in Swiss 
banks. 

The agreement sets up a 
framework for settling the 


claim, and in return American 
state governments said they 
would not impose a boycott 
on the banks. 

Mr. Burg is co-head of the 
World Jewish Restitution 
Organisation, which is negoti- 
ating with Switzerland the 
return of funds held in its 
banks, along with Edgar 
Bronfman, head of the World 
Jewish Congress. 

Mr. Bronfman said Thurs- 
day that estimated payouts 
under the accord could total 
S3 billion. 


Suspected 
Franco-Israeli 
swindler 
targeted by 
other con 
artists 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Two 
Israelis were under arrest 
Friday for trying to extort 
money from Franco-Israeli 
businessman Samuel Flai- 
lo- Sharon, who is being 
prosecuted for swindling. 

Daniel' Bronfman and 
Tzipora Amit, who works 
for a detective agency, 
allegedly told Mr. Flatto- 
Sharon that they could buy 
off the authorities involved 
in his case for S150.000. 
judicial officials said. 

Mr. Flatto-Sharon sus- 
pected a swindle and 
immediately informed the 
police. 

The Tel Aviv court 
extended Friday the deten- 
tion of Bronfman and Amit 
for five days. 

Mr. Flano-Sbaron. who 
was suspected of an insur- 
ance swindle, was put 
under house arrest at the 
end of January, the officials 
said. 

Police said that four valu- 
able and insured paintings 
belonging to Mr. Flatto- 
Sharon were destroyed a 
year ago in a suspicious 
fire at a Tel Aviv exhibi- 


tion. 


CLERGYMEN INSPECT MILLENNIUM SITE: Christian clergymen Friday 
inspect the archaeological site at the ancient village of Betbesda, where Jesus is saw 
to have walked on water and multiplied bread and fish. The site, on the northern 
shore of the Sea of GalDee. has been excavated over the past 11 years by archaeol- 
ogists from Israel and the University of Nebraska and is the first site opened to the 
public in preparation for the year 2000 (AFP photo) 


Notorious Turkish drug smugglers 
arrested in Europe — minister 


ANKARA (AFP) — Five 
members of Turkey's most 
notorious drug-smuggling 
family were arrested Friday 
in coordinated police opera- 
tions in three European 
countries, Turkish Interior 
Minister Murat Basesgiogiu 
announced. 

Huseyin Baybasin, leader 
of the Baybasin family, and 
a relative were arrested in 
the Netherlands, while Ger- 
man and British police cap- 
tured three of his brothers, 
the minister told reporters 
here. 

'This is a major blow 
against international drug 
smuggling and a good 
example of cooperation 


between police forces of 
several countries." Mr. 
Basesgiogiu said, adding 
Turkish police were search- 
ing for two of Baybasin’s 
accomplices. 

The family has been 
accused of coordinating the 
smuggling of tonnes of 
heroin from Turkey to West- 
ern Europe each year. 

The minister said the Bay- 
basins. of Kurdish origin, 
were also providing the sep- 
aratist Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) with financial aid. 

The PKK has been fight- 
ing the Ankara government 
for an independent Kurdish 
stare in Turkey's southeast 
since 1984. More than 


29.000 people have been 
killed in the conflict 

Turkey accuses the PKK 
of raising most of its illegal 
funds through drug smug- 
gling. 

Turkey lies on a main drug 
trafficking route from Pak- 
istan. Afg hanistan and Iran 
to western Europe. 

Turkish police seized 
more than four tonnes of 
heroin last year, but security 
sources believe this is only a 
small fraction of the drug 
reaching Western Europe. 

Mr. Basesgiogiu said, he 
believed the Baybasin fami- 
ly members would be tried 
in the countries where they 
were arrested. 


Arrest warrant issued for Turkish ex-mayor 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — A 
Turkish court has- issued an^ 
arrest warrant for a former 
Istanbul district mayor 
accused of corruption and 
presently residing in Ranee. 
Turkish newspapers reported 
Friday. 

Gulay Asliturk. former 
mayor of Istanbul's upmarket 
SisO district, is charged with 
embezzlement of more than 


S20 million. ■ '.*• 

.s She is alleged to haVfcJtiade ■ 
out a number of checks to fic- 
titious companies, cashed 
them through frontmen and 
shared out the bags of cash 
between her cronies in a back 
room of her offices. 

A flamboyant figure in 
Istanbul society even before 
these charges, Ms. Asliturk 
had frequently grabbed die 


■ headlines with- a much-puNi- ; 
CcisediL -affair. ’ divorce 3-and j 
remarriage to a prominent - 
businessman last year. 

After resigning under pres- 
sure in November, she moved 
to Nice in the south of France 
with her new husband 
Although five months preg- 
nant, Ms. Asliturk faces at 
least ten years in jail if con- 
victed. ' 


Israeli, Palestinian time zone differences divide Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — For the past week, 
Jerusalem has been divided into 
two time zones as Israel and the 
Palestinians, who have long 
fought over land and rights, now 
fight over the clock. 

Businessmen, workers, even 
friends have had to deal with 
scheduling problems caused 
when Israel moved its clocks 
ahead an hour last Thursday to 
start daylight savings time. 

The Palestinians, caking the 
opportunity to show their inde- 
pendence from the Jewish state, 
have remained on the old clock. 


creating an hour difference 
between the occupied territories 
and Israel. 

So in the occupied eastern sec- 
tor of Jerusalem. Palestinians are 
at high noon, while across the 
street in the west it's one 
o'clock. 

However. Jews living in .Arab 
east Jerusalem and Arabs resid- 
ing in Israel observe Israeli time. 

But thousands of Palestinian 
labourers who cross into Israel 
for work each day have had to 
wake up an hour earlier to reach 
their jobs on time, while busi- 
nesses dealing on both sides of 


the line have had to deal with the 
confusion. 

“It has a big affect on clearing 
cheques especially." said Mah- 
moud Abu Tinin. head of the 
Palestinian Commercial Bank in 
the West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah. 

“We had to adjust the working 
lime of our employees so we can 
deal with the other side at the 
right times," he told AFP. 

Industrialist Mazen Sunqrat 
said the time changes jumbled 
arrangements for the moving of 
goods to Palestinian territories 
from Israeli ports and border 


crossings. “Our economies are 
so greatly linked." he said. 

A Jerusalemite, who identified 
himself only as Abu Darwish, 
said he and his Israeli friends 
made sure to spell things out 
dearly when agreeing to" meet. 
“We say, 'such and such o'clock, 
our time, not Israeli time" he 
said. 

When asked what time U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
would meet Faisal Husseini, the 
top Palestine Liberation Organi- 
sation official in Arab "east 
Jerusalem, on Wednesday. Mr. 
Husseini's spokesman under- 


lined, “Six-thirty. Palestinian 
time." 

The Palestinian leadership is 
expected to announce when the 
Palestinian clock moves forward 
when it meets for Us weekly ses- 
sion this weekend. 

The practice of the split clock 
dates back to the 19S7-1994 
intifada uprising, when the 
Palestinians insisted on deter- 
mining daylight savings time on 
their own. in a sign of indepen- 
dence from their Israeli occu- 
piers. 

At the time. Israeli soldiers 
would often punish Palestinians 


whom they found wearing 
watches set back to “intifada 
time” instead of “Occupiers’ 
time." 

Mr. Abu Tinin said it was “in 
the general Palestinian interest 
for the two times to be coordi- 
nated." 

But he may have to wait for the 
temporary time zone to disap- 
pear until the stalled peace 
process produces a resolution 
between the Israelis and Pales- 
tinians, since the practice still 
resonates. 

“This is a symbol of our inde- 
pendence." said Mr. Sunqrat 



PARIS (R) — The Alg-aj, 
government and the powfefjjj 
and restive UGTA trade renau 
on Thursday bdd talks bdahod 
dossed doors over a 20-pcc* 
fist of union demands. 

In a live broadcast, the stae- 

run Algerian television said in 
a statement that "tabs 
between government officials 
and UGTA union -represoti- 
tives were still under, way 
[tonight] ova: a 20-poim 1st 
of demands, including the cre- 
ation of a national social 
observatory." 

Results of the talks as 
expected to be announced 

lata; it said, but gave no ptfaesr 

details. 4 

The official news agerey 
APS said Algerian Pnoe 
Minister Ahmad Ouyatea 
headed the government side 
with Abdelmadjid Sitfi Said, 
acting secretary-general, lead- 
ing the Algoian General 
Workers’ Union (UGTA) 
egation. . - 

Topping the union's 
demands are an end to staff 
fay-offs, a bah to the dosiqg 
of state firms, and the rapid 
payment of salary aneas 
owed to thousands of worn 
numbers. 

The union also wants afresh 
look at some enterprises 
which it says were shut down 
unjustifiably. 

Anger at thousands of job 
losses flared last month when 
the union, which claims mem- 
bership of one million out of 
Algeria's five milli on \rosk- 
force, said die social situation 
in the north African canny 
had reached a ‘lightening" 
stage, with layoffs and many 
stare factories being shut 

It vowed to resist further job 
losses in what it termed the 
“brutal, anarchical blind and 
barbaric,,, iupJirpited fl sbuffinf 
down, of ..-stat&qwned ; en& 
prises.7 
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95 per cent of its foreign earn- -j 
ings, has been trying to swild) 
its economy to a free ma^s 
after nearly three 
centralised socialists 

manageme nt 

Previously, the 


K> Vjt 


on 


■^thlatki- 
®m.u 


poured billions of dferast sf> 
such large, inefficient compa- 
nies, fearing that anger ft jKIf-HA 
large-scale job losses nrigfit 
drive die unemployed into the 
ranks of Islamist rebels. • .. 

But effirial data earirerttes rU 

month showed dot the ind®- w’ 
trial sector’s workforce htjd 
shrank to 196^20, after kfc- ] *4 Amman 
ing 48,900 jobs last year The j* 
loss of jobs was paralleled fa n ; 

a fall in produoion wha -Am and E jW.i 
slumped 7.2 per cent from "Spmn/;.. I 
year before. j, ; ^ R»i j| <■ ’ ~ 1 

Earlier this month, - ^ ai ' ;r, ,. 
union called out on a 24-hwr n c.iti. f C . p : 
100.000 workers strike in tfje 
metallurgy and mechana?! 
industry sector, paralysis? '■fl.VTE.S7 
Algeria’s main industrial htjb 
inRou!ba,eastofAIpeis,ffl» 


die Al Hadjar steel compter? 1 ^ 1 

Annaba in the northeast 5 .^ani^ j . “ I 

— :z:= f\ 


I JORD AN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
; PROGRAMME TWO 
i 16:10 ...Canoon — Jenny Quest 

1 16:30 .French Programmes 

1 18:10 Square One TV 

' 18 JO Drama — Neighbours 

j 19KK) Le Journal 

1 19:15 French Programme — 

| L'ocuf de Cokjmb 

'• I9i30 News headlines 

; 19-.35 Quiz Show — You Bet 
; Your Life 

; 20:00 Cinema. Cinema 

I 20^0 Prism 

J 21:10 Drama — Sirens 

! 22HH> New? in English 

J 22^0 ...fiarure film: “Getting Out" 
I 23:59 Comedy — “Arc 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


You Being Served 7” 


00-J0 JEndofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:08 Fajr 

05:26 - Sunrise) Duha 

11:41 Dhuhr 

15:11 ‘Asr 

17:56 Maghreb 

19:14 — ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 


SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

.Anglican Church Tel. 
4624353/46248 M. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 865897 

Gennaivspeaking Evangelical 
Congregation let. 56S8404 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in .Amman Tel. 81 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salk College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Ajzmmdation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4623541 

Church of Presentation. Swo- 
fiefa TeL 5920146 
The l>niate Catholic Chord] 
TeL 46247J7 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 46 14 190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Cbutdi TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church 771331 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by tire Depart- 
ment of Mcto wlogy 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop gradually during the next 
days and skies cloudy to partly 
cloudy. In Aqaba, it will 
cloudy, dusty, winds southerly 
active, and seas rough. 


MmJMax. temp. 

Amman .07/18 

Aqaba 13/25 

Deserts 05, 

Jordan Valley 12/25 


Nairoukh pharmacy 
A] .Salam pharmacy . 

Yacoob pharmacy 

Shmessani pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 

ERBED: 

Dc FawziAhulHaga 
Al Quds pharmacy ... 
ZARQA: 

Dt Samir Al La wzi 
Khahfeh pharmacy .. 


..4623672 

..4636730 

..4644945 

..4637660 

....847632 


-252970 
(— ) 


Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...SI 5615 

Electric Power Co. .4636381 

RJ Right Information..44-53200 
Queen Alia IraL Airport -44-53200 


DEPARTURES j 1 £(t? Rk 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) s ^ 


....9S960I 

.....985417 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesrenlay's high temperatures: 
Amman 19 .Aqaba 27 Humidi- 
ty readings: .Amman 39 per cent. 
Aqaba 57 pcrccnL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Bassam Karadsheh 4380^00 

De Ramzi Malawi S947S? 

Dr. Salman Daboohi ....-776751 

Dc Abdul WahabAwri S46C TO 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy. .4637055 


Rxh 3 Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Defence Dcpcnmere >56611 1 ] 
Civil ftrfence Immediate Res- 
cue - 4630341 

Cbi! Defence Ems^ency 1 99 

1914621 1 1 1.4637777 

FtreBrirade .4617101 

Blood Bank...- 7751 21 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Po!ice_ -.896390 

Public Security DcpL....463032 1 

Hotel Complaints 5605S00 

Price Complaints. J661 176 

Wiatc 3c Sewage Qmpkuas 897467 
.Arnmcr Municipality Com- 

plaLr^ .787111 

Telephone Information (direcio- 

ry assi.'cmsej 121 

Oerseas Calls .010230 

Centra: .Amman Telephone 

Repairs . 4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs .5661 101 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921 199 

The Islamic. AMi 5666151/7 

Hussein Mecfica! CerareTeL 8368 13. 
856856 

Luzmila 4630I C >5 


- f 09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital..^. (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
incuoonoori 

IRBED: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
fO"V75SSS 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
-..(02)272275 

Ibn A) 

Nafees Hospital 
- - 102)247100 


AQAB.A: 

Princess Hava 
1031314111 


Hospital 


Khalidi Maiemity. 4644281/6 

.Akileh Maternity- 464244 1 12 

Jaboi Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ..-5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali ^664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajteen 777101/3 

Al-Bashic... 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka S9161I/I5 

Queen .Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Amal Hospital 5674155 


FOR THE TRAVTILLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


08:25 .Damascus (RJ) 

09 JO -New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 -Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1030 — -Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 —New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:20 --- - -..Cairo (RJ) 

17J0 New York, Amsterdam 
(add) (RJ) 

18:10 Berlin laddl (RJ) 

19:50 JFrankfim tRJ) 

22:00 Joidah(addiRJ) 

X*® - Paris (add.) (RJ) 

01:00 --Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

J” 15 —Istanbul (add) tRJ) 

°! :00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

05:15 - - -Bangkok (RJ) 


05H)0 '. Aqaba (add) 1 

06:20 ^ Beirut ( 

08J5 Batin' 

09135 ..Frankfunl 






11:15 


Jipj, 


11130 -Amsterdm New Yotk (1$ 
12.-00 .___J^CIaD Matted (Rft 


12.-00 ^....Geneva, Brussels W 

12.-15 Loodoo ^ 

12 JO L..Cairo(® 

17.-00 JeddaMaddjOlJ 

20.-00 Jeddah (add)# 

20:15 Bombay^ 


» T IOVs 

;> Si . 


20:20 Larnaca 

21ri» _ Abu Dbabi, Dubai 

21:15 Istanbul latkO 

23:00 Jeddah (add) . 

23:45 Riyadh. Dhahranl^ 

23rf5 -Jeddah 




This infonnaiion is supplied by 
Roy-al Jordanian tRJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airprat Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(441 52700 or (44) 523250. 


Other F ligh ts 

— -Riyadh (SV) 

^ -Vienna (OS) 

I™ — -Dwbai. Damascus (EK) 
21:10 — Paris. Damascus (AF1 

— -Athens (OA) 

-.Cairo (MS) 

.....London, Beirut (BA) 
-Amsterdam (KL) 

— -Rome (AZ) 


01:15 Aqaba, Paris (add>l 
03:30 feddah(add)l 


Other JfSgfats 
V7M0 


jBetetfl 


22d0 
22.3S 
23-JO 
23 J5 
03 J5 


14:15 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain tfj 

14:45 Riyadh 

15 JO 

19.-00 Dubai! 


.!% - ' P1,1 
' “r«i| 1 

, 'Ai*' 
W 

i., a 


.2*35. 




Z.-VRQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

409)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


ARRIVALS 


23:55 — JDamascus, 

00 J5 Amsieriarafg 


: Comn 




1U Si 




iSl, 


- '• AI J 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
°7:15 — Aqaba (add) (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 
tNo flights on Saturday) 


03:00 

01:20 


jMhensf 




Rcfne 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights do Saturday ' 
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win initial 
approval to 
praise fees 

1 *. * • . • . t 7 

s -«> ••• ■ ■ • •- •■ •.'*• . 

= - By Suha Ma’ajeh 

i< Special to the. Jordan Times 

-AMMAN — Tbt Private 
■■Hospitals Sebiety (PHS) on 
^Friday said it had won ini- . 
-tial agreement from private 
'sector health - insurance 
•companies 'to raise treat-' 
%ient fees at Jordan’s pri- 
■Vate hospitals by 20 per 
ttent 

Mahmoud Taber, head of 
'-ttie association, added that' 
Qtbe PHS and representa- 
"riives _ from the insurance 
companies are expected- to 
'{sign an agreement this 
^Thursday. 

B; “Under the deal, a revi- 
sion of prices will be made 
•jat least once a year, and 
-accordingly, the increase of 
prices win be based on 
treatment fees" said Dr. 
Taher. * ■ • 

' Private hospital doctors 
^faave said the cost of treat- 
?ment has tripled and the 
-current pricing scheme 
'does not -reflect actual ' 
"costs. 

The present cost of treat- 
•"ment covered by private 
^health- insurance was last 
“revised -in 1991, and most 
prices are based.' on an 
^agreement reached in 1982. 

~ As far as the medical fees ' 
-tore concerned, Ete Taher 
1'said the. medical asSocia- 
-tion decided- to' raise the 
'“•prices aod ^lSipmster -of 
■*Heahhand Me^cal ^CSre 
Ashraf Kerch h&s : approved, 
iof the deririon?^ - ■ . '.‘.I 1 
“We are , ! 

•-approval : 

-Ministry, : 

i-pubHshed -^ 
ZaempapeMlfifo 

2&o he readjusted them/'-Dr. ; 
-ffther said. 

I t ’ ' .r ; 

i going oh 

- -AMMAN INTERNA-' 

® TIONAL THEATRE 
FESTIVAL - - 

* Jordanian play "A 
Roaming of Self" -at the 
Ahliyyah School for 
Girls, Jabal Amman at 
11:00 a.m. : 

- * Indonesian' play 
‘‘Ramayana” and Egypt- 
ian play “Spinning 
Lives" at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre at 7:30 jj.ra. 
and 9:00 p.m. respective- 
ly. 

CONTEST * 

. , 

* Recitation contest .of 
F.G. Locaro’s poems at 
Institoto Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman at 6:30 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* “Syria’s Role in the 

Peace Process in the 
Middle East/ (in Arabic 1 ) 
by Dr. Voider Perthes at 
the Institute, of Dipiomar- 
cy on Sunday, March- 29 i 
at3:00pjn. ; . 

• j. ■ : 

E XHIB ITIONS.’ 

- ~ J ' " ' 

* J^afr tings ■ on hand- i 

matte paper at Noor A? 
Hussein Foundation , off i 
Wadi Saqra St- (Tel. 
569914I/2V, -until April 
25. “ - : • C? 

* “Colours pfjLifc’Vat ' 

Books @Caf£ ■ (TeL 
837931/2), until March 
31. •• •- 

. * Worts, by late &atji 
artist Seddiq Abmad at 
Hammurabi ArtGaflery, 
Gardens - Street (TeL 
5695027), -until. March 
29, . 7 fre 

* Worts by-’Jordaniah 

artist Yousef Saddawi at ' 
Darat AX Fonun, Jabal 
Weibdeh, -until April ’9 
(Tel. 4643251/2). Also . 
displaying: a privatercol- 
lecticm'of.Mamdonb 
Bisharat, — entitled "A 
Vision, An Identity", and 
works-^bjE contemporary 
Arab arti^^ “The New * 
Collection; 7 ! ^ . . - 



PRINCESS SUMAYA GIVES BIRTH TO BABY GIRL: The Royal Hashemite 
€oUrfc announced Friday that HRH Princess Sumaya, the daughter of Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath, gave birth to a 
baby 1 gjri fcn March 26. Prince Hassan has named the baby Sukaina, according 
to a Roy at Court statement. Princess Snmaya is married to Nasser Judeh, direc- 
tor -6f the Jordan Radio and Television Corporation. The couple are also the 
parents of twins, a boy and -a girl born on May 9, 1994, who are named Tareq 
and Zein- A1 Sharaf (Petra photo) 


WoHd Bank loans health ministry 
$5 million for personnel training 


t BySuha Ma’ayeh 

Speckil to the Jordan lanes 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Health and Medical 
{Care’bas taken out a $5 
million' loan from the 
World Bank to educate and 
train ministry employees. 

Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ashraf Kurd! 
underlined the importance 
of/' developing medical 
training and education. 

^Doctors, nurses, techni- 
cians, pharmacists, den- 
tists, managers, • econo- 
mists and others will be 
attending lectures, work- 


shops and t rainin g cours- 
es " Dr. Kurdi told the Jor- 
dan Times in a recent inter- 
view. 

The ministry is expected 
to sign an agreement soon 
with the University of Jor- 
dan to form academic units 
at A1 Bashir Hospital. 

“We will also establish a 
highly qualified education- 
al system and encourage 
medical training and edu- 
cation among personnel. 
Moreover, lecturers from 
abroad will conduct train- 
ing courses and workshops 
in cooperation with the 
medical services, the Uni- 


Lecture highlights need for 


bH. 

> •• 

By Nadia Mukhfe 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN— As part of rais- 
ing awareness among the 
public and health care profes- 
sionals, AI Amal Centre 
recently held a lecture on 
prostate cancer entitled /The 
Biggest Cancer Threi to 
Mea: 

Ptwtate cancer hits one in 
every four men above the age 
of 55 in the United States, a 
National Cancer Institute 
(NCI) study showed. ; 

The prostate, a walnut sized 
gland, is located below the 
bladder and in front of the 
tectum. 

■ Prostate cancer symptoms 
include frequent urination, 
difficulty starting or 'holding 
bade urine, inability to uri- 
nate, weak or mterrupted 
flow of urine, blood in urine 
and frequent pain or stiffness 
in the lower back, hip or 
upper thi g h , according to 
doctors at the tectum 
A diagnosis to determine if 
prostate cancer is present 
includes the patient’s medical 
history, bkiod tests^nd other 
teas -to help distingnish 
between benign and malig- 
nant conditions" of the 
prostate, (hey explained 
If the test .results indicate 
the possibility of cancer;/he 
pafimt most tinckago a biop- 
sy, which is die removal of a 
small amewnt of prostate tis- 
sue, usually .with a needle, for 
examination by a^affiologist 
Prostate cancer is often bro- 


ken. down into four stages: 

Stage A: The cancer cannot 
be d^eaed and the tumours 
have not spread beyond the 
prostate. 

Stage B: The tumour can 
be fdt but has not spread 
beyond the prostate. 

Stage C: The cancer has 
extended outside die prostate 
to nearby tissues. 

Stage D: The cancer has 
spread to nearby lymph 
nodes or other parts of the 
booty, mostly commonly to 
the bones. 

The treatment for such 
patients can include surgery, 
radiation therapy or hormone 
therapy, and sometimes 
patients receive a combina- 
tion of all three. 

On the downside.' the 
patient may free such side 
effects as permanent impo- 
tence, urinary incontinence; 
loss of appetite, nausea and 
vomiting. 

The lecture was attended by 
over 150 persons from differ- 
ent backgrounds. 

The four specialists’ lec- 
tures were entitled “Prostate 
Cancer. Prevalence and 
Treatment Options/ by 
Michel Ayoub. “The Patholo- 
gy of Prostate Cancer;” by 
Dhaher Salman, ‘Radiothera- 
py of Prostate Cancer New 
Approaches/ by Abdul Latif 
Mousa, and “Imaging of 
Prostate Cancer,” by. Ahmed 
Mer’i’s. 

According to centre offi- 
cials, the lecture was part of 
an ongoing awareness cam- 


cancer 


paign for both the public and 
health care specialists. 

“We have witnessed cases 
in which patients were not 
diagnosed properly at an 
early stage and had to under- 
go more difficult treatment/ 
said Dina Ra’ad, director of 
public and international rela- 
tions at the centre. 

One of the centre's main 
objectives is sharing knowl- 
edge and information, Ms. 
Ra’ad said, adding that ”we 
have our doors open to all 
doctors who feel the need to 
address people and thaw 
attention to any medical 
issue/ 

“We have also seen several 
cases which proved that gen- 
eral physicians do not 
‘always’ have enough aware- 
ness of cancer.” Ms. Ra'ad 
told the Jordan Times. 

Promoting cancer aware- 
ness and the importance of 
early detection are major 
goals of the centre, Ms. Ra’ad 
explained. 

The centre, which is con- 
sidered to be the first compre- 
hensive cancer research foun- 
dation in die region, has treat- 
ed around 15 cases of prostate 
cancer so far, she added. 

The centre is a non -govern- 
mental non-profit organisa- 
tion that was created through 
contributions from Jordanian 
citizens and institutions and 
or ganisati ons in the Nether- 
lands and other countries, 
who also assisted in setting 
up and supplying equipment 
for the centre. 


Jordan, Israel agree on new joint 
tourism programme for Aqaba, Eilat 


versity of Jordan and the 
private sector/ Dr. Kurdi 
said. 

He pointed out that sev- 
eral doctors have been sent 
to the Mayo Clinic in the 
U.S. and others are sched- 
uled to go in the future. 

“There are several uni- 
versities that are willing to 
coojrerate with us in terms 
of training and practice/ 
Dr. Kurdi added. 

The ministry, in associa- 
tion with the British Coun- 
cil, will send a team of 
doctors to Britain to study 
first aid and emergency 
response. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A joint 
Jordaniao-lsraeli meeting 
held in Aqaba to stimulate 
tourism in the two countries 
has ended with an agreement 
on what was termed the 
“Aqaba-Eilat Tourism Pro- 
gramme.” 

Simon Khouri, who repre- 
sented the Jordan Hotels 
Association (JHA.) at the 
meeting, was quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
on Friday as saying that the 
agreement provides for large 
tourist groups to spend three 


Women’s 

directorate 

to begin 

public 

awareness 

series 

By Hind-JLara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Under the 
patronage of HRH Princess 
Aisha, the Directorate of 
Women’s Affairs (DWAj of 
the Jordan Aimed Forces 
(JAF) will officially launch 
the first of a series of public 
awareness events Sunday per- 
taining to the women’s health 
care programme. 

‘This health awareness 
event is the beginning of whar 
is hoped to become a month- 
ly event fa- women working 
at the JAR” said HRH 
Princess Basina Ali, head of 
the Manpower and Supply 
Section DWA. 

She told the Jordan Times 
thai breast and cervical cancer 
"Wai b£ 'dTfc < i[tiafa’ ; h£aItb 'care 
isriies to be focused on at this ; 
'“jienirsina? "‘“these . are. very 
' serious in 'Jordan/ Princess 
Basma Ali said it is hoped that 
the knowledge gained by 
these women will be carried 
over to the female members 
of their families. 

The DWA has been work- 
ing on the women’s health 
care programme for the past 
yean It was initialed as a 
result of the noticeable num- 
ber of women at the JAF tak- 
ing sick leave. Princess 
Basma Ali said she believed 
that by focusing efforts on 
preventive medicine through 
proper nutrition, fitness and 
general health, "the standard 
of output will be much high- 
er/ 

A questionnaire has just 
been completed to be distrib- 
uted to women working in the 
JAF to “find out the state of 
women in the army/ Princess 
Basma Ali said. She said the 
information will then be fed 
into a computer to establish a 
medical profile for each 
woman working in the army. 

“ In this manner we can tailor 
our puHic awareness cam- 
paigns to specific needs.” 

Tbe DWA has also been 
cooperating with the Defence 
Advisory Committee for 
Women in the Services 
(DACOWITS) in the United 
States. 

“We are hoping to' promote 
medical courses for women 
here to go to DACOWITS 
and train in health issues. We 
could also have a professional 
from DACOWITS coming to 
train the maximum number of 
cadets here/ Princess Basma 
Ali said. 


days in Aqaba and four in 
EilaL 

Mr. Khouri said the meet- 
ing was a follow-up to talks 
held between Minster of 
Tourism and .Antiquities Akel 
Biltaji and his Israeli counter- 
pan at an international 
tourism conference in Berlin 
earlier this month. 

The two ministers placed 
die finis hing touches to the 
Aqaba- Eilat accord, he 
added. 

The agreement follows 
reports that the tourism 


industry has been suffering 
recently due to the regional 
political situation. 

Leading tour and travel 
operators said that many 
tourists have cancelled their 
trips and that many of the 
five-star hotels are now offer- 
ing their rooms at off-season 
rates. Two tourist transport 
companies, the Jordan 
Express Tourist Transport 
(JETT) and Alpha, have can- 
celled their daily routes to 
tourist destinations because 
the low number of customers 


has made them financially 
unfeasible, the reports said. 

Mr, Khouri told Petra that 
he expected the deal to open 
up new opportunities for the 
tourism industry in southern 
Jordan. 

The Aqaba meeting also 
tackled a full marketing pro- 
gramme and the publication 
of booklets on Aqaba hotels 
as pan of the new pro- 
gramme, which Mr. Khouri 
said will be marketed by the 
national air carrier, Royal Jor- 
danian, in Europe. 


Japan extends $6.4 million grant 
for emergency medical , services 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment of Japan has provided 
a S6.4 million grant to help 
finance the purchase of equip- 
ment needed to enhance emer- 
gency medical services in Jor- 
dan, according to a Japanese 
embassy press release. 

Over 20 hospitals will bene- 
fit from the grant, which aims 
at establishing an efficient 
medical neroork to help those 
in need of emergency medical 
service. 

An agreement to this effect 
was signed Thursday at the 
Ministry of Planning by Min- 
ister of Planning Rima Khalaf 
and Japanese Ambassador 
Koichi Matsumoto. 


The grant wiJJ help finance 
tbe purchase of a diagnostic 
set, an emergency set, three 
CT-scanners," general X-ray 
equipment, ultrasonic scan- 
ners, and neurosurgical instru- 
ments, in addition to other 
equipment necessary for 
emergency treatment, the 
statement said. 

The donated equipment, 
which will be installed at des- 
ignated hospitals all over the 
Kingdom, will help enhance 
the efficiency at their emer- 
gency departments and pro- 
vide basic assistance to 
patients. 

In remarks alter the signing 
ceremony, Mr. Matsumoto 


said: “Japan is pleased to 
make such a contribution to 
the medical sector in Jordan to 
help citizens enjoy a higher 
standard of medical services at 
a time of rising demand for 
health care. 

“Japan will continue to 
extend support to medical ser- 
vices in the Kingdom, in addi- 
tion to die general assistance 
provided to the Jordanian gov- 
ernment,” he added. 

This grant brings Japan’s 
overall contribution to the 
medical sector in Jordan to 
$12.8 milli on in the fiscal year 
1997, which ends on March 
31, 1998, the statement con- 
cluded. 


U.N. arms experts inspect 
Iraqi presidential site 


(Continued from page 1) 

Richard Butler said on a 
visit to Baghdad this week 
that he had seen $ “new 
spirit of cooperation” 

said in the past they 
believe Iraq has consis- 
tently misled them and 
concealed material related 
to chemical, biological 
and ballistic weapons in 
order to keep hold of a 
banned arsenal. 

Sanctions imposed on 
Iraq for its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait cannot be lifted 
till UNSCOM gives Iraq a 
clean bill of health. 

Twenty senior diplomats 
are gathered in Baghdad 
to accompany the inspec- 
tors on their visits to the 


presidential sites, 

addressing Iraq's request 
that its symbols of nation- 
al sovereignty be respect- 

April 5. aim to inspect 
and survey the eight pres- 
idential sites in detail for 
possible future inspec- 
tions. 

Although UNSCOM 

insists the inspections will 
be “no-notice” visits, the 
presence of the diplomats 
has reduced the element 
of surprise. 

U.N. officials, who 
believe Iraq is still con- 
cealing material related to 
banned chemical, biologi- 
cal or ballistic weapons, 
say they have few expec- 


tations of finding any 
incriminating material on 
their first visits. 

But they say the base- 
u line r ' ' inspefctibns" , 'Jre 
Important, both to gather 
information for . future 
checks and also to cement 
the principle of unfettered 
access for their work. 

Diplomats said the 
inspectors would conduct 
detailed internal and 
external surveys of the 
sites while a helicopter 
surveyed them from the 
air^The sites are scattered 
froii the Gulf port of 
Basra in southern Iraq to 
Mosul 950 km to the 
north. 


Arab Bank doubles capital 
by issuing bonus shares 


(Continued from page 1) 

A credit rating for the 
bank to help it access 
cheaper global financing 
was expected to be 
assigned within two 
months, Mr. Shorn an 
added. 

He said credit agencies 
were linking the rating for 
the bank, die only global 
Jordanian bank, to the 
country's sovereign debt, 
although only 20 per cent 
of Arab Bank’s deposits are 
in Jordan. 

The country's rating is 
below investment grade due 
to its high debt. 

Arab Bank has evolved 


into one of the region’s 
major financial institutions, 
surmounting political 
upheaval in the Middle East 
since its establishment in 
Jerusalem in 1930. 

Mr. Shoraan said the bank 
would preserve its conserv- 
ative policy of maintaining 
high liquidity to ensure its 
survival in the turbulent 
region. 

The liquidity ratio fell to 
51.4 per cent in 1997 from 
55.75 in 1996 as the bank 
invested more to boost its 
returns. 

“People blame us for 
keeping a high level in cash 
even though we are utilis- 
ing it in other banks. We 


know the uncertainty in the 
region and we want to pre- 
serve this unique institu- 
tion,” Mr. Shoman said. 

The bank is the Arab 
World's largest privately 
held bank, with only 1 1 per 
cent owned by Arab gov- 
ernments. including Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia. The rest 
is owned by mainly long- 
term investors, 47 per cent 
of'wbom are non-Jordanian 
Arabs. 

Its shares, which account 
for over a third of the 
Amman bourse’s capitalisa- 
tion, have risen 30 per cent 
since the start of 1997. 

(See budget on pages 7- 

13) 


Common problem of obesity sparking health-conscious ‘awakening’ among Jordanians 


By Mouther Mprjan 

.. ‘ SpecMto'fhe Jordan limes . 

AMMAN 7 — ; A- growing.' number 
of Jordanians art -turning' into 
healih-ccmsdou^ 'V \ ^--consumers, 
though . obesity refrains .one of the 
most common .problems in the 
: country, oi^jiomsts say., 

*'!; There ar^frany reasons for this 
I trend: to fif infol yanous social 
groups,* to ‘fed light to look 
f or It /Spouse. 

“More more Jordamans art 
V Witnessing an awakening/ nutri- 
donist Suha Jaw^Khalaftoid the 
: Jpixfen Times. 

b-1 -§he said the phenranflion was t 
^ ^imrryiri ^n all " age" groups and 
' among yariqus social classes, 
’Aigmdless of their* , educati on al 


backgrounds. 

However, .obesity remains a 
common problem in Jordan, 
which still- lacks specialised cen- 
tres for treating severe cases of 
. food disorders such as bulimia and 
anorexia., 

Doctors and officials said they 
had no figures on the number of 
Jordanians suffering food-related 
problems. 

“We have various food disorders 
such as obesity, when a person’s 
weight exceeds the ideal body 
weight,” Ms. Khalaf said. “This is 
found in nearly, all age groups.” 
she added. “We also have bulimic 
and anorexic people.” 

Nutritionist Rana Asfour added . 
that most of her patients were 
females. 


“In general most food disorders 
■ are quite simple to treat by a nutri- 
tionist,'' explained Ms. Asfour. 

“I try to modify [eating patterns], 
I try to encourage them to eat 
healthy food and I try to encourage 
them to exercise/ said Ms. Khalaf. 

“In cases of bulimia and anorex- 
ia, we have to treat them from a 
psychological point view. They 
have problems, they have conflicts 
with themselves and some keep 
struggling to find their identity/ 
Ms. Asfour said. 

“We have to teach them how to 
deal with food and consider food 
their friend, rather than an enemy, 
and to change ihe way they think 
of themselves and their bodies,” 
she added. 

‘Treatment may include coun- 


selling for the patient, counselling 
for the family, and group therapy,” 
said Ms. Asfour. 

“We do not have a specialised 
eating disorders treatment cen- 
tres... and these people have deep 
psychological problems and need 
counselling in addition to the help 
of the nutritionist.” Ms. Asfour 
said. 

Many Jordanians, especially 
middle and upper class citizens, 
are heading to health fitness cen- 
tres mushrooming across Amman 
to keep fit, trainers say. 

In addition, most watch their 
food, despite temptation from 
scores of fast food joints and 
restaurants, once a rarity. 

“We have a lot of fast food 
restaurants... lots of people are liv- 


ing off junk food and that is why 
problems such obesity exist," Ms. 
Asfour said. 

But many traditional families, 
who have long hailed full and 
rounded female bodies as a sign of 
health and beauty, disagree. 

“Young adults usually watch 
their weight because they want to 
look good and because it is a 
demand by fashion. If you want to 
wear the latest, you have to be of a 
certain weight and size/ said Ms. 
Asfour. “Early to mid-20s, they 
want to look good enough to get 
married.” 

Many restaurant owners and 
waiters say most customers appear 
keen on watching their figure. 

“But we also get some who do 
not care a lot about what they eat. 


they just eat," said cafeteria atten- 
dant Yasser Abdul Nabi Jaber. 
“However; some seem to be aware 
of what they eat, and ask for things 
that, usually have less fat” 

Nutritionists in Jordan have 
gained importance over the last 
. decade, but many Jordanians still 
see their services as a luxury. 

“Following a diet can be expen- 
sive here in Jordan," said Ms. 
Asfour. 

“Dieticians do not chaige a lot, 
but it is the [food] programme 
itself that can be costly, as certain 
items for programmes’ have to be 
imported ' and the- woman of the 
house can end up cooking between 
two and three different menus a 
day, which is both expensive and 
time consuming/ she said. 
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Yeltsin names Kiriyenko as premier 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin 
Friday nominated young 
reformer Sergei Kiriyenko 
as prime minister, and 
threatened to dissolve par- 
liament if it rejected the 
appointment. 

Announcing sweeping 
cuts in the size of govern- 
ment and promising plenty 
of new faces in the new 
executive. Mr. Yeltsin for- 
mally put forward Mr. 
Kiriyenko as Russia's new 
premier to the state Duma, 
or lower house of parlia- 
ment. and warned deputies 
not to deny him his choice. 

“I am telling them as pres- 
ident — save time by form- 
ing a new government faster 
and go forward." Mr. 
Yeltsin said, adding thar. if 
the parliament rejects his 
candidate three times it may 
be dissolved. “I am not tfy- 
ing to scare it, but I will 
make no concessions. That 
is useless." 

“This is a new figure," Mr. 
Yeltsin said in announcing 
his choice on Russian 
Radio. "In government as 
energy minister he showed 
his professional capacities 
and human qualities." 

Mr. Kiriyenko. 35, 
emerged from the relative 
obscurity of the energy min- 
istry as firm favourite for 
the top government job after 
Mr. Yeltsin sacked his entire 
government Monday and 
asked the young oilman to 
draw up a new government 
team and political pro- 
gramme. 


“Sergei Vladilenovich 
I Kiriyenko ) has told me in 
details of his reform plans." 
Mr. Yeltsin said. "They are 
serious plans, and we need- 
ed that. Reforms have 
become bogged down 
somewhat. We must give 
them a second wind, bring 
them to a new level." 

Mr. Yeltsin’s appointment 
threatens a new showdown 
between president and par- 
liament. as Communists 
who dominate the lower 
house have warned they 
would oppose Mr. 
Kiriyenko's candidacy, cit- 
ing his inexperience. 

Under the constitution, the 
lower house of parliament 
has to approve the presi- 
dent’s nomination for prime 
minister for a new govern- 
ment to be formed. If it 
rejects the candidate three 
times, the president can dis- 
solve the chamber. 

The Duma’s Communist 
Speaker Gennady Selezn- 
yov responded to Mr. 
Yeltsin’s announcement by 
saying that Mr. Kiriyenko 
would have to convince 
more than just the president 
of his political and econom- 
ic intentions. 

“The candidate to the pre- 
mier post should be ready to 
put to deputies the pro- 
gramme which the new 
government is planning to 
implement, and answer ail 
questions of deputies so 
they can judge the level of 
his competence." Mr. 
Seleznyov said, adding that 
the Duma would likelv dis- 


cuss Mr. Kiriyenko’s candi- 
dacy next Friday. 

Communist Party number 
two Valentin Kuptsov added 
that Mr. Yeltsin’s move 
“shows his character and his 
incapacity to understand the 
points of view of the oppo- 
sition. 

“We have said that this 
man does not have experi- 
ence and that the govern- 
ment which he heads up can 
only be temporary.” Mr. 
Kuptsov said. 

"I cannot speak for the 
whole of the party, but I will 
vote no in the first, second 
and third rounds." he added. 

Mr. Yeltsin also warned 
Friday that his government 
shake-up would not be the 
cosmetic reshuffle which 


some outgoing ministers 
were hoping for, pledging to 
bring in new faces and vow- 
ing that the executive and 
its” staff would be reduced 
by half. 

“The staff will be cut not 
by 20 people but will be 
halved.” Mr. Yeltsin 
stressed, adding that his 
own presidential staff 
would also be cut back. 

Mr. Kiriyenko, whose 
meteoric rise from provin- 
cial oil executive to energy 
minister and now govern- 
ment chief in w'aiting. pre- 
pared for his new role 
Friday by moving into the 
office vacated by Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. * sacked 
Monday after five years in 
the hot seat. 

He received immediate 
support from his close ally 


Boris Nemtsov, deputy pre- 
mier in the outgoing gov- 
ernment, who said his nom- 
ination was “a very good 
and totally expected deci- 
sion." 

Markets also welcomed 
the news, with stocks show- 
ing gains of more than one 
per cent on the day as a 
result of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
announcement, according to 
one Moscow broker. 

‘‘A lot of uncertainty has 
been taken out of the mar- 
ket." said Gary Kinsey of 
the Brunswick brokerage, 
adding that stocks rose on 
Mr. Kiriyenko’s nomination 
and also on an oil sector 
rally which followed a deci- 
sion by the Russian govern- 
ment to support the industry 
by scrapping transportation 
tariffs. 

Earlier Friday. Mr. Yeltsin 
also signed Russia's much- 
delayed budget for 1998, 
enshrining in law the spend- 
ing blueprint for the team 
which Mr. Kiriyenko draws 
up. 

The final version of the 
Finance bill, which was 
delayed in the Duma for 
five months amid furious 
political horsetrading, fore- 
cast a 132.4 billion ruble 
(S22.06 billion) budget 
deficit, equivalent to 4.7 per 
cent of gross domestic prod- 
uct. 

More importantly the bud- 
get allows the government 
to revise spending plans if 
its traditionally weak rev- 
enue collection fails to 
reach planned levels. 


Suspected French serial killer 


confesses to 2 of 7 rape-murders 


PARIS I AFP) — A sus- 
pected French serial killer 
Friday confessed to two 
rape- murders following 
his arrest as the prime 
suspect in the killings of 
at least seven women in 
Paris since 1991. 

Judicial sources said 
Guy Georges, a convicted 
rapist, had confessed to 
the rape-murders of 19- 
year-old Magali Sirotti in 
December 1997 in the 
northern 19th district and 
that of Pascale 
Escarfaille. also 19, in 
January. 1991. in the 
southern 14th district. 

He had been suspected 
of involvement in those 
two killings but had been 
charged Thursday for 
three other murders and 
the attempted killing of a 
fourth woman on the 
basis of DNA tests. 

Georges, an unem- 
ployed drifter. was 
charged with the “murder 
and rape" of three women 
and attempted murder by 
investigating Magistrate 
Gilbert Thiel. He was 
detained in the Sante 
Prison in Paris. 

The 35-year-oid sus- 
pect. who was seized by 
officers on a routine 
patrol outside a Paris 
metro station Thursday in 
the Pigalle area, denied 
the charges in more than 
three hours of question- 
ing. 


Police said they had 
positively identified 
Georges through DNA 
tests as the man wanted in 
connection with seven 
murders and one" attempt- 
ed murder committed 
between 199T und"T997. 
mostly in the Bastille area 
of central Paris. 

His DNA linked him to 
the three rape-murders 
and one attempted mur- 
der he has been charged 
with, sources said. 

According to a prelimi- 
nary 1 in vesti gaiion pre- 
sented to the judge, there 
is one possibility in a bil- 
lion that Georges is not 
the "Bastille killer." as he 
was dubbed by the press. 

Police sources said 
Georges had been sen- 
tenced to 10 years in 
prison in 1985 for the 
rape of a woman in an 
underground car park in 
Nancy, eastern France. 

It was not immediately 
known how long he 
served, but first-time 
offenders in France nor- 
mally get early release 
after serving only half 
their sentences. 

The sources said 
Georges had subsequent- 
ly been arrested in con- 
nection with a series of 
sexual assaults in Paris. 

It was in the course of 
those arrests that a DNA 
sample was taken, they 
said, but at the time he 


was nor linked with the 
serial killings, and no 
attempt was made at a 
DNA march. 

His lawyer. Michel 
HenriqueL said Georges 
was “stunned" by the 
accusations. “He does not 
even know what the three 
letters DNA mean." 

Mr. Henriquet said he 
may ask for a second 
opinion from genetic 
experts, fearing that the 
police had gone “very, 
very- quickly in this case." 

"Medicine is not an 
exact science." he said. 

Mr. Thiel had earlier in 
the day issued an arrest 
warrant for Georges after 
police released his photo- 
graph. saying they were 
sweeping east Paris 
homeless shelters that he 
was known to frequent. 

Police had released a 
composite sketch of the 
suspect and a photograph 
of a T-shirt of his that was 
found at one of the mur- 
der scenes. The sketch 
had portrayed a man of 
“Mediterranean origin.” 
while Georges is of West 
Indian origin. 

A police telephone hot- 
line set up as part of the 
probe has received more 
than 3.000 calls since it 
was set up in November 
of last vear. 


Shanghai dissident sentenced 
to three years in labour camp 


SHANGHAI I AFP) — 
Shanghai dissident Yang 
Qinheng has been sen- 
tenced to three years in a 
labour reeducation camp, 
a dissident source said 
Friday. 

Mr. Yang's younger 
brother Yang Qinming 
confirmed that the deten- 
tion order signed by the 
Shanghai Labour- 

Reeducation Administra- 
tion Commission was 
delivered to their father 
Friday afternoon. 

"The order said he was 
sentenced for disrupting 
social stability. He will be 
in labour camp from Feb. 
27. 1998 to Feb. 26. 
2002." he said. 

The authorities alleged 
that Mr. Yang stirred 
social unrest by giving an 
interview on China's 
unemployment problem to 
Radio Free Asia and Voice 


of America which was 
aired on Jan. 27. Yang 
Qinming said. 

Mr. Yang had given his 
name and contacts on the 
programme enabling two 
listeners to get in touch 
with him. the younger 
brother said. 

“I am very surprised 
because when they arrest- 
ed him they did not say 
anything about this. I am 
surprised that they have 
sentenced him to three 
years for such a matter." 
he added. 

Shanghai police arrested 
Mr. Yang. 44. on Feb. 26 
and took away documents 
including petitions to the 
National People’s 

Congress (NPC). the 
Chinese parliament, and 
documents other dissi- 
dents had placed with Mr. 
Yang for safekeeping. 

Mr. Yang was among 17 


signees of a petition to the 
NPC to reassess the June 
4. 1989 pro-democracy 

movement and to release 
political detainees. 

He had earlier been 
taken into custody on Feb. 
9 for allegedly meeting 
with U.S.-based dissident 
Wang Binzhang who 
slipped into the country 
last month to try and set 
up an opposition party but 
was released the same 
day. 

Mr. Yang, a long time 
activist and the son of an 
underground Communist 
Parry worker, has been 
jailed twice before, once 
in 1983 for spreading co- 
unter-revolutionary pro- 
paganda and in 1994 he 
was sent to a reeducation 
through labour camp for 
three years for allegedly 
storing drugs. 


Landmine 

campaigners 

welcome 

progress by 

Belgrade, 

Moscow 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — Anti- 
landmine campaigners wel- 
comed Friday signs of progress 
by key ■‘recalcitrant" countries, 
including Russia and 
Yugoslavia, in outlawing the 
deadly weapons. 

Speaking to a regional con- 
ference here, they said Moscow 
and Belgrade appeared to be 
taking note of the worldwide 
pretests against the mines since 
the signing las December of 
the Ottawa Convention seeking 
a worldwide ban. 

In particular Belgrade was 
reported to have told delegates 
at the conference that it would 
soon ban exports of mines. 

“That is good fora step." said 
Nobel Place Prize laureate 
Jody Williams on the second 
day of the meeting of delegates 
from 19 former Communist 
countries to forward the imple- 
mentation of die Ottawa Treaty. 

Neither Moscow nor 

Belgrade have so far joined the 
Ottawa Convention, signed by 
122 countries in the Canadian 
city last December in what was 
hailed as a landmark step in 
banning the weapons. 

Yugoslav officials gave 

assurances to the conference 
after Ms. Williams singled out 
Belgrade Thursday for criti- 
cism over its refusal to ban 
landmine exports. No 
Yugoslav delegate was avail- 
able for comment 

“It is important to bring the 
recalcitrants on board." she 
said 

The Budapest conference is 
being organised by the 
Hungarian government, the 
Interaanonal Campaign to Ban 
Landmines <1CBL) and the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross fICRO. 

Ms. Williams stressed that 
there was still work to be done 
in Russia. 

"We still need them to sign 
the treaty, we need them to 
destroy their stockpile, but 
thee is progress in Russia, for 
sure.” she said. 

That success was due to pub- 
lic awareness, “it is a reflection 
of the desire of governments 
not to stay outside the tide of 
history even if they arc not 
quits reach yet to sign the 
treaty.” sad Ms. WUknns. 

“One of the unsung victories 
of this c am paign Is the fact that 
Russia has had no significant 
exports anywhere in die world 
in the past 3.5 vears." she 
added 
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Russian President Boris Yeltsin (left) invites Acting Prime Minister Sergei Kiriyenko 
to take former Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin’s chair in White House (Reuters 


photo) 


Cambodian premiers not to oppose 
pardon for royalist generals 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's two prime 
ministers will not oppose 
royal pardons being granted 
to deposed Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh's top military 
commanders, a senior gov- 
ernment official said 
Friday. 

Chief government 
spokesman Khieu 

Kanharith said First Prime 
Minister Ung Huot and 
powerful Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen would 
respond positively ro a 
request to grant the pardons 
from King Norodom 
Sihanouk. 

"If they get a letter from 
the king, they will not 
oppose the pardons.” he 
said. 

•His comments -followed 
requests to the Icing for par- 
dons from the wives.of four 
senior royalist commanders 
convicted along with the 
prince on security charges 
bv the Phnom Penh military 


court. 

It was not immediately 
clear if King Sihanouk, 
who is now in seclusion in 


Beijing, had received the 
requests as he had not for- 
warded them to the co-pre- 
miers. Khieu Kanharith 
said. 

The wives asked that the 
pardons be granted to 
Nhiek Bun Chhay, Prince 
Ranariddh's top military 
commander, and three of 
his lieutenants, Serei Kosal, 
Thach Soung and Chao 
Sambath. 

Nhiek Bun Chhay was 
sentenced to 24 years in 
prison in absentia on 
charges of colluding with 
the outlawed Khmer Rouge 
to topple the government 
and arms smuggling. 

Serei Kosal faces 30 
years in prison for on the 
collusion charge as well as 
an- -earlier conviction 'for 
-antiquities theft. — 

Chao Sambath* who is 
SettCved'to fiave’been Killed 
following Prince 

Ranariddh's violent ouster 
last July, was sentenced to 
20 years on the collusion 


counts. 

Those three men have 
also been ordered to pay 


more than $54 million in 
compensation for damages 
to property and lives caused 
by the fighting. 

Thach Suong. the prince’s 
chief bodyguard, was given 
a two-year suspended sen- 
tence by the court for arms 
smuggling. 

Pardons for the four men 
are considered essential by 
many in the international 
community who feel that 
without them, they might 
continue to fight and thus 
destroy a Japanese-spon- 
sored peace plan aimed at 
allowing the prince to 
return home and participate 
in July's scheduled elec- 
tions. 

Prince Ranariddh, who 
plans to return to Cambodia 
■ Monday, faced 35 years in 
- prison- for- colluding with_j 
the<Khmer Rouge and arms 
'^smuggling ' as Wtfl ■ as an 
order to pay a portion of the 
damages. 

The prince was pardoned 
by King Sihanouk last 
week, clearing the penalties 
against him and paving the 
way for his return. 


Norway’s FM to visit 
Russia after spy row 


OSLO (AFP) — Foreign 
Minister Knut Vollebaek 
leaves for Murmansk 
Sunday for a two-dav trip 
to Russia — the First by a 
Norwegian government 
member since a spy row- 
erupted between the coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Vollebaek will have 
talks with the Murmansk 
Governor Yuri Yevdo- 
kimov and with the com- 
mander of the Russian 
North Fleet Admiral Oleg 
Yerofeev, ministry officials 
say. Mr. Vollebaek goes to 
Murmansk as chairman of 
the Barents Council, bur 
according to informed for- 
eign ministry sources. Mr. 
Vollebaek was not sure to 
get a visa until a few days 
ago. The breakthrough 
came in bilateral talks with 
Russian Foreign Minister 

Yevgeny Primakov in 

Bonn Wednesday during a 
meeting of the Contact 
Group on former 
Yugoslavia. 

During this meeting the 
two foreign ministers 
agreed to put the spy scan- 
dal behind them, officials 
said. 

Norway expelled five 
Russian diplomats March 
12 for alleged espionaee. 
Russia retaliated five da vs 


later by kicking out two 
Norwegians — one from 
the Moscow embassy and 
the other from the con- 
sulate general in 

Murmansk. During the 
Bonn talks Mr. Primakov 
repeated the official 
Russian stance that 

Norway overreacted by 
expelling five Russians, 
while Mr. Vollebaek 
stressed that Norwegian 
authorities had no choice. 

During his talks with Mr. 
Primakov. Mr. Vollebaek 
also got the green light for 
a visit to Moscow by Oil 
and Energy Minister Marit 
Amstad, scheduled for 
mid-April. 

Discussions are also 
under way for an official 
visit by Prime Minister 
Kjell Magne Bondevik. 
originally planned for 
March 1 7- IS but post- 
poned due to the spy row. 

According to ’ Mr. 
Vollebaek. Mr. Primakov 
stressed that the Russian 
leadership is looking for- 
ward to a planned state 
visit by Norwegian King 
Haraid in late May. The 
visit that will take the 
Norwegian royal couple to 
Moscow and St. 
Petersburg. 


European hostage 
released in Chad 


N'DJAMENA iAFP) — 
The last of eight 
Europeans abducted in 
Chad Five days aco was 
freed Friday, officials 
said. 

The eight tourists — six 
French and two Italians — 
were kidnapped Sunday as 
they were visiting the 


Tibesti region of northern 
Chad. 

Security forces freed 
seven of them earlier in 
the week. The one freed 
Friday was an Italian man. 
the officials said. 

An armed opposition 
group has claimed respon- 
sibility for the abduction. 


Second 

French 

centrist 


resigns in 
far right 


row 


ORLEANS. France (AFP) — 
A second French centrist rene- 
gade who set off a political 
row by making an election 
deal with the far right National 
Front resigned Friday amid 
continuing countrywide con- 
troversy. 

Bernard Harang of the cen- 
trist Union for French 
Democracy <UDF) announced 
he was resigning as president 
ot the centre regional assem- 
bly. a post he secured exactly 
one week ago with the help of 
National Front votes. 

In all, five members of the 
UDF defied party instructions 
Iasi Friday and accepted front 
support to snatch regional 
presidencies from the rulin® 
left-wing coalition. 

The decision by the rene- 
gades to accept for right back- 
ing has thrown the umbrella 
UDF into chaos, with the 
leader one of its two main 
components walking wit this 
week and calling for the estab- 
lishment of a new party. 

The UDF leadership this 
week gave the five renegades 
a week in which to resign 
from the jobs or face expul- 
sion. 

Earlier this week, Jean- 
Pierre Soisson. a former min- 
ister who was voted president 
of the Bourgogne region with 
Front support threw in the 
towel saying that the assembly 
was ungovernable anyway 
because of disputes raging 
between members over the 
question of whether or not to 
hold out a hand to the front. 


manm 


cabled 

deaths 


WASHINGTON;^ 

The four U.S: ‘3 
whose fighter jogi 
a gondola cabled 
20 people at : 

Alpine ski nsosttfEw 
been charged wifiLnegy. 
gent homicide and ; invol- 
untary manslaughter;- a 
Defence Department offi- 
cial said Thursday.; ■ — 

The crew now faces, tfie 
military equivalent of a 
criminal grand jury hear- 
ing, which could lead to 
court-martial proceed- 
ings. A date for the so- 
called Article 32 hearing 
was to be announced early 
Friday. 

"The four marines have 
been charged with negli- 
gent homicide, involun- 
tary manslaughter, dam- 
age to military property, 
damage to private proper- 
ty and dereliction of 
duty." the official said. 

After a preliminary 
investigation, the U.S. 
military blamed the crew 
for causing the Feb. 3 
accident when its EA-6B 
prowler jet, flying too fast 
and far too low, sheared 
cablecar wires and sent a 
gondola plunging into an 
icy mountainside at a 
resort near Aviano, Italy. 
The damaged plane later 
landed safely. 

The jet was piloted by 
marine Captain Richard 
Ashby, 30, of mission 
Viejo, California. Other 
members of the crew, who 
were on a temporary 
assignment at - Avianc 
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R aney. 26, of Englewood, j) SOTt* 

Colorado Capt. Joseph A * U1 V 

Schweitzer. 30. of West- 

bury. New York and Capt i - ;•*. . : ^ , r 

Chandler Sea-graves, 28, . 

of Nineveh, Indiana. 
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near Havelock, North 
Carolina, on March 14. 

Italy had asked the 
United States to hand over 
jurisdiction in the case if 
an Italian investigation 
determined the four 
should face charges of 
multiple negligent bomi- ?•- ^ 

cide and reckless eodan- ^ aciil| , " 
germent of public trans- 'ieai R Cl j ( I( 7 
portation. - hi 

But the commander of ■' i ^ 

U.S. forces in Europe, "]^ ‘ 
General Wesley Clark, 
decided after consults 
with the defence depart- 
ment not to give up juris- Ni ■ 
diction. ' 

Under a NATO agree- 
ment dating to 1951 . the j 
United States has die right ; 
to jurisdiction over the 
officers because they i v 
were on ■ official duty 
when the incident 
occurred. 
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South African President Nelson Mandela waves as be and U.S. President Bill Clinton 
enter Tuynhuis, Mandela's Cape Town office, for a meeting. Mr. Mandela was later 
to give Mr. Clinton a tour of Robben Island where be was imprisoned for 19 years 
(Renters photo) 

Mandela defends relations 
with U.S. enemies 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
President Nelson Mandela, in 
a joint news conference with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
Friday staunchly defended 
South Africa's friendly rela- 
tions with Cuba. Libya and 
Iran — regarded as rogue 
states by Washington. 

“Our moral authority dic- 
tates that we should not aban- 
don those who helped us in 
the darkest hour of the histo- 
ry of this country." Mr. 

. Mandela said after a bilateral 
meeting with Mr. Clinton. 

Mr. Mandela, who praised 
Mr. Clinton for his instinct as 
a world leader, urged the U.S. 
leader to make peace with his 
country's enemies. He said 
the United States “should set 
an example to all of us to help 
eliminating tensions through- 
out the world and one of the 
best ways of doing so, is to 
. call upon its -enemies tosay . 
lets sit down and talks 
• peace;--? 


The 79-year-old leader 
those in South Africa who 
were critical of this policy 
“can go and throw them- 
selves into a pool-’" 

Mr. Mandela said South 
Africa had “serious reserva- 
tions" about Washington’s 
Africa trade policy, one of the 
central planks of Mr. 
Clinton’s four-day visit to the 
country, the first by an 
incumbent U.S. president. 

“This is a matter over 
which we have serious reser- 
vations and to us it is unac- 
ceptable," said Mr. Mandela. 
Pretoria has given the policy, 
enshrined in the U.S.-Afnca 
Growth and Opportunity Bill 
currently before U.S. legisla- 
tors, a cool reception as it 
believes it will result in much 
needed U.S. aid to the region 
being cul 

But Mr. Clinton immedi- 
ately responded: “If the bill 
becomes law it will increase 
the. access ,of„ ah ..African 


nations to the American mar- 
kets without conditionality." 

The South African presi- 
dent also hinted at outstand- 
ing policy differences on the 
proposed African Crisis 
Response Initiative (ACRI) 
which the two leaders dis- 
cussed. The Washington ini- 
tiative is a bid to encourage 
African countries to assume 
greater responsibility for 
regional peacekeeping, and it 
is no secret that the U.S. 
wants South Africa to play a 
bigger role. 

“We supported the initia- 
tive very fully." said Mr. 
Mandela in response to a 
question. 

“AD South Africa is saying 
is that a force which is 
intended to deal with prob- 
lems in Africa, must not be 
commanded by somebody 
outside this continent I cer- 
tainly would never put my 
troops under somebody who 
does not.belong to Africa.” . 


Two Koreas agree on food shipments 


BEUING (AFP) — The Red 
Cross Societies of North and 
South Korea agreed Friday 
on a 50,000-tonne aid pack- 
age for starving North Korea, 
. officials said. 

. “An agreement has been 
readied on the aid package 
for North Korea,” said Johan 
; Schaar, regional representa- 
! tive for the International 
Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies. 

Top negotiators from ! the 
two sides — Cbm Kyung- 
Lin, general secretary of the 
North Korean Red Cross, and 
Lee Byung-Woong, his coun- 
terpart in the South — 
entered a private room to 
finalise the agreement at 
1 830 local time (1030 GMT). 

The deal covers 50,000 
tonnes of aid to be delivered 


to the North by the end of 
May. 

This fifth round of talks 
started Wednesday, but was 
swiftly bogged down by the 
very issue that scuppered tbe 
last round of talks — moni- 
toring of aid distribution. 

Until the surprise 
announcement, officials from 
the South Korean embassy 
and from tbe international 
federation indicated that 
monitoring remained a major 
stumbling block on the dona- 
tions and said talks would 
continue through Saturday. 

But South Korea dropped 
its demand that South Korean 
officials monitor tbe aid and 
agreed to monitoring from 
the international federation. 

The U.N. Food and 
Agricultural Organisation 


said earlier this month that 
grain stocks in Neath Korea 
will be exhausted by the end 
of April, making tbe country 
totally dependent on foreign 
food aid until its next harvest 
in September-October. 

Hoods in 1995 to 1996 
devastated North Korea’s 
agricultural production, 
which suffered further last 
year as a result of searing 
drought, tidal waves and 
typhoons. 

Tbe situation has been 
worsened by the increasing 
isolation of the hard-line 
Communist regime follow- 
ing the collapse of the Soviet 
bloc. 

South Korea’s Red Cross 
provided two tranches of 
food aid in 1996 totalling 
100,000 tonnes. 


Relatives prepare to bury dead but 
Philippine plane crash unsolved 


CAGAYAN DE ORO. 
Philippines (AFP) — The 
Philippines Friday prepared to 
bury the victims of its worst air 
disaster, but grieving relatives 
are still waiting for answers to 
tbe crash which killed 104 
people. 

Cebu Pacific Air has sched- 
uled a mass burial Saturday for 

the remains of the victims 
which have not yet been iden- 
tified — 54 days after its 31- 
year-old DC-9 jet slammed 
into a mountain outside this 
( southern city on Feb. 2. 

■ All 104 people abqand died 
■' in the crash cm the isolated 

mountainside but it took sev- 
eral days before searchers 

■ could back their way through 
: the dense jungle to reach the 

site. 

Then they could find only 
scattered, pulverised body 
parts, few intact enough to 
identify. 

: Families of some of the vic- 
tims were put up in hotels by 
the airline Friday so they could 
: attend the ceremony. 

Only 58 of die victims have 
been positively identified and 
the unid entifie d remains ate to 
be buried at a private cemetery 
here, airline officials said 


Friday. According to the offi- 
cial report released last month. 
23 people have so far been 
identified. 

An inter-religious ceremony 
with Roman Catholic, 
Protestant and Muslim leaders 
officiating, will be held at tbe 
burial rite representing die 
faiths of aE who died. 

However, a team of forensic 
expats from tbe British-based 
Global Partners. Lai, have 
taken samples . from tbe 
unidentified parts and are to 
cany out ftnther DNA tests to 
see if they identify any of the 
. victims. 

If a match proves positive, 
tbe parts, which have been 
classified and sated into 200 
coffins, could be exhumed and 
returned to their next often, a 
Cebu Pacific source said 

The' search for possible sur- 
vivors in tbe eariy bouts after 
the accident tnrned into a gru- 
elling and grisly task for res- 
cue teams . 

Volunteer rescuers and 
troops had to hack their way 
up the steepmountain. battling 
hunger, fatigue as well as 
leeches and snakes and sleep- 
ing on'the damp and mossy 
forest floor 


Air force helicopter pilots, 
penetrating a thick, cloud 
canopy on the mountain, were 
only able to land on the sum- 
mit a few days after tbe acci- 
dent. once trees had been 
felled to dear makeshift land- 
ing pads to bring food supplies 
and retrieve foe cadaver bags. 

The aidine source said it was 
decided to hold tbe mass bur- 
ial because the decaying 
remains were becoming a 
‘health hazard" 

Most relatives agreed to the 
mass burial die source added, 
even though some families are 
having a bard time accepting 
their loved ones have been 
killed 

Publisher Bethuel Ortalez, a 
relative and friend of several 
of die victims, says “there are 
parents who cannot accept that 
their children wore killed 
because they have no bodies 
or even dothes." 

Rumours that communist 
guerrillas who operate near the 
mountain where tbe crash 
occurred may have taken the 
survivors have bolstered feint 
hopes that there may indeed 
have been survivors. Mr. 

Ortalez said 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
OSCE chief Bronislaw 
Geremek came to 
Belgrade Friday seeking 
what he called "clear 
and positive answers" 
from Yugoslav leaders 
on the embattled 
A1 banian-majority pro- 
vince of Kosovo. 

“We are looking for 
clear and positive 
answers to three propos- 
als which the Organisa- 
tion for Se-curity and 
Coopera-tion in Europe 
(OSCE) has formulat- 
ed,” Mr. Geremek said 
after the talks with 
Yugoslav Foreign Min- 
ister Zivadin Jovanovic. 

The first proposal, he 
said, was that Belgrade 
accept the OSCE mis- 
sion to Yugoslavia head- 
ed by former Spanish 
Premier Felipe Gonza- 
lez. 

The second called for 
“the return of the three 
OSCE long-term mis- 
sions in three Yugoslav 
regions: Kosovo, Voj- 

German 

parliament 

rejects 

expanding 

nationality 

rights 

BONN (AFP) — The 
German Lower House of 
Parliament Friday 
rejected a bill that 
would have allowed 
some children of immi- 
grants to automatically 
become German nation- 
als with dual citizen- 
ship. 

The ruling coalition of 
Chancellor, Helmut Kohl • 
held its majority in par- 
liament on this issue, 
with the Free Democrats 
(FDP) voting with the 
coalition’s two Christian 
Democrat parties, 
despite protests 

expressed in a lively 
debate from Free 
Democrats who want 
citizenship laws to be 
revised. 

The government 
immediately hailed the 
vote as a sign of its 
cohesion. Interior 

Minister Manfred 
Kanther said it was “a 
big success for the 
coalition” and “a politi- 
cal sign that the coali- 
tion is keeping to its 
agreements." 

Mr. Kohl's coalition, 
fighting for reelection in 
September general elec- 
tions, was desperate to 
maintain unity since it 
had lost a vote recently 
in parliament on elec- 
tronic surveillance when 
the FDP voted with the 
opposition Social 
Democrats (SPD). 

The vote Friday was 
338-317, with three 
abstentions, on the pro- 
posal which had come 
from the upper house, 
the Bundesrat, where the 
SPD has a majority. 

SPD deputy Cornelie 
Sonntag-Wolgast said it 
was a pity that politics 
to save a “brittle coali- 
tion" were more impor- 
tant than passing a sig- 
nificant law. 

The proposed reform 
of the 85-year-old 
nationality law bad 
specified that children 
bom in Germany to at 
least one immigrant par- 
ent who had also been 
bora in Germany would 
qualify. 

Currently, German cit- 
izenship is determined 
by blood lines, so that 
only children of German 
citizens automatically 
are considered Germans. 

This means that in 
most cases immigrants 
do not become German 
citizens, even in cases 
where several genera- 
tions have lived in the 
country. 

Dual, citizenship is 
permitted in most 
European countries. 


vodina and Sandzak." 
Mr. Geremek said. 

And the third was for a 
round-table dialogue to 
provide a forum for 
improving relationships 
between Kosovo Al- 
banians and the Bel- 
grade authorities. 

“We are still expecting 
to obtain during our visit 
to Belgrade clear an- 
swers to these three 
offers," Mr. Geremek 
said. 

Belgrade has rejected 
international mediation 
in Kosovo, which it 
insists is an “internal" 
issue. 

Mr. Geremek, who is 
the Polish foreign minis- 
ter, was also "to meet 
here with opposition 
leaders Vuk Draskovic 
and Zoran Djindjic, 
diplomats said. How- 
ever, talks with presi- 
dents Slobodan Milo- 
sevic of Yugoslavia and 
Milan Milutinovic of 
Serbia were not con- 
firmed. 


His visit followed 
Thursday's intervention 
by U.S. envoy Robert 
Gelbard, who tried to 
keep the heat on 
Belgrade over Kosovo 
but got little support 
from "the Contact Group 
on Yugoslavia. 

The six-nation Contact 
Group Wednesday had 
given Belgrade a’ four- 
week grace period 
before imposing tougher 
sanctions, intended" as 
time for the authorities 
here and the indepen- 
dence-seek i ng Kosovo 
Albanians to reach a 
compromise. 

Mr. Geremek, who was 
also to go to the Kosovo 
capital Pristina for talks 
with the provincial 
Albanian leader Ibrahim 
Rugova, said Thursday 
that Mr. Milosevic had 
given his “preliminary 
agreement" to the idea 
of round-table talks. 

Mr. Gelbard. the top 
U.S. envoy to the 
Balkans. warned in 


Pristina Thursday: 
“Time is not on the side 
of the i Belgrade) gov- 
ernment; time is their 
enemy." 

But" even though 
Britain offered to sup- 
port the hard-edged U.S. 
stance, the action by the 
Contact Group — 
Britain. France, Ger- 
many. Italy. Russia and 
the United States — 
appeared to take the 
steam out of the U.S. 
effort. 

At least 80 people have 
been killed in recent 
weeks in Kosovo after 
Serbian security forces 
clamped down on ethnic 
Albanians. Kosovo’s 
two million people are 
90 per cent Albanian, 
but the 150.000 Serbs 
there, and the Serbian 
authorities in Belgrade, 
control the province. 

Mr. Rugova said earli- 
er Friday that the 
Albanians were expect- 
ing “much more,” from 
the Contact Group, and 


“hailed . the energetic 
engagement of the U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright" 
during the group’s meet- 
ing in Bonn Wednesday. 

“However, we demand 
much more from the 
Contact Group and we 
expect that their posi- 
tions on Kosovo will be 
applied fully and it will 
be more engaged," Mr. 
Rugova said. 

Kosovo’s ethnic 

Albanians want indepen- 
dence or at the very least 
autonomous republic 
status within 

Yugoslavia, and have 
refused to talk with a 
delegation from the 
Serbian government, 
saying they will only 
meet federal represen ta- 


About 50 Karen killed in revenge raid in Myanmar 


MAE SOT. Thailand (Ri 

— At least 50 people were 
killed inside Myanmar 
(Burma) late Thursday 
when Karen National 
Union (KNU) rebels 
launched a revenge attack 
on the camp of a break- 
away faction. Thai border 
police said. 

The rebels launched a 
surprise attack and fired 
mortars at a makeshift 
movie theatre at the camp 
of the Democratic Karen 
Buddhist Army (DKBAi 

— a group that broke 
away from the predomi- 
nantly Christian KNU in 
1994. 

Women, children and 
pro-Myanmar guerrillas 
were killed in the attack at 
the group’s headquarters 
about five km north of the 
Myawadi border town, 
Thai hqcder, police loJd 
reporters. • *. 

The attack was made 


while people were cele- 
brating Myanmar’s armed 
forces day. 

Thai police said the 
mortar shells landed on 
the movie theatre which 
was packed with about 60 
people. The theatre went 
up in smoke and many 
people were either trapped 
inside or killed by cross- 
fire that ensued. 

Mortar and small arms 
fire lasted about an hour, 
and the KN U torched 
about 200 houses and 
razed a saw mill belong- 
ing to their rivals, the Thai 
sources said. 

Five stray mortar shells 
landed in this border town 
inside Thailand, but 
caused no damage or 
casualties, they said. 

A KNU spokesman said 
the rebels seized a large 
amount of weapons from 
their- rivals during the 
raid,, and also captured 


two enemy officers alive. 

The DKBA split from 
the KNU in 1994. claim- 
ing religious discrimina- 
tion. and joined forces 
with the Myanmar gov- 
ernment army. 

Soon after it was 
formed, the DKBA began 
raids into Thailand, 
attacking and burning 
camps housing about 
100,000 Karen people 
who have fled the decades 
of fighting between the' 
rebel Karens and the 
Myanmar army. 

The KNU raid was seen 
as a revenge for a series of 
attacks launched by the 
DKBA on refugee camps 
inside Thailand earlier 
this month. 

The DKBA, who the 
Thais say are backed by 
the Myanmar government 
.army,, have razed and raid- 
ed several refugee camps 
along^he border, killing.at 


least five and leaving 
thousands homeless. 

The Thai government 
has threatened retaliation 
if the attacks continued. 

The Myanmar govern- 
ment issued a statement 
saying it was not encour- 
aging anyone to attack the 
camps. 

“It is not the policy to 
violate the sovereignty of 
a neighbouring country." 
said the statement, 
obtained by Reuters 
Friday. 

The statement also said 
the KNU had launched 
other attacks on villages 
inside Myanmar, burning 
down houses and wound- 
ing several people. 

The DKBA say they 
want all the Karen 
refugees living in Thai 
camps, many of whom 
support the KNU. to 
return to the areas which 
are under DKBA confroj. 
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Mandela’s words 
of wisdom 

SOUTH AFRICAN President Nelson Mandela's 
advice to visiting American President Bill 
Clinton that the U.S. should set an example for 
“the rest of us to follow” is a statement of wis- 
dom at a time when the world is being divided 
into two types of countries: Those subjected to 
sanctions and others which are not. 

According to Mandela, “one of the best ways 
of doing so is (for the U.S.) to call upon its ene- 
mies to say: let's sit down and talk peace.” 

The South African leader explained that his 
words of advice, alongside his “controversial” 
Invitation to the leaders of Cuba, Libya and 
Iran to visit his country’ come from the “moral 
authority” manifested in him through his long 
struggle against apartheid and from his deter- 
mination not to forget the support his people 
received from these nations, when such help was 
crucial in the fight against his enemies. 

The explanation serves as a re min der that 
such countries as those being portrayed today 
as “evil” are in fact the ones that struggled 
alongside Mandela to help him get rid of evil, a 
victory respected and revered by the whole 
world including Clinton and his administration. 

Sitting down and talking peace with Cuba. 
Libya and Iran would allow the U.S. the 
opportunity to win them over instead of deep- 
ening conflicts with them. Even if not won over, 
face-to-face talks would ease tension around the 
world and bring about justice at a time when 
sanctions have proven merely devastating and 
pointless. 

But conflict resolution, unfortunately, is not ‘ 
the aim of certain gronps benefitting from crisis 
or who have a political agenda of their own. In 
order for President Clinton to introduce pro- 
found change in the course of ILS. foreign poli- 
cy he first has to change a strategic set of rules 
he inherited, which is not an easy task for any 
president. 

Nevertheless, it bas to be said, even from a dis- 
tance, that Mandela’s words of wisdom, are and 
have to be in harmony with America's national 
interests. True, we may be no way near being 
able to prove to, much less convince, the U.S. 
that its interests are best served by observing 
and respecting the U.N. Charter, which calls for 
resolving all conflicts and disputes by peaceful 
means. But for someone like President Mandela 
to utter such words of wisdom anyway speaks 
volumes about how much needs to be done in 
the future. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Dustour's Nawaf Zaru criticised U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan saying his visit to Israel has 
exposed his double standard policy regarding the prob- 
lems of the Middle East. The writer pointed particular- 
ly to Annan's demand that the Palestinians exert more 
efforts to contain what he called acts of terrorism when 
he realises too well that it is Israel which is exercising 
terrorism in theory and practice represented mainly in 
its continued repressive acts against the people of occu- 
pied Palestine. The writer said Annan has called on the 
Israelis and the Palestinians to try to solve their differ- 
ences through negotiations, but he realises quite well 
that the Israeli government has closed the door on all 
negotiations by announcing its disregard of the Oslo 
accord and its refusal to implement its provisions. 
Referring to Iraq, the writer said, while Arman insists 
that Baghdad execute all U.N. resolutions he does not 
direct any criticism to Israel which rejects outright the 
implementation of resolutions concerning Palestine. 

AI RaTs Zeid Hamzeh criticised the government for 
insisting on introducing a law by which it can control 
the savings funds of private sector institutions. The 
majority of deputies in Parliament have voiced their 
rejection of the government’s plans, and these represent 
the majority of people in Jordan, said the writer. Also 
the public view about the government’s plan was 
expressed in the numerous articles and columnists’ 
commentaries in the local press, all of which voiced 
total rejection to the government's plans, he pointed 
out The writer said Jordanian citizens suspect the gov- 
ernment's intentions and have no confidence in its 
moves, and the government's plans, though they have 
not been approved, have shaken the people's confi- 
dence in the idea of savings. The government might 
shelve this plan for the time being in the face of the 
almost unanimous opposition displayed by the public, 
but it might reconsider it once the outcry has subsided 
or at a later more convenient time, according to the 
writer. He said there can be no point for the government 
to pass a law which the people reject and there is no 
advantage to the government losing public confidence. 


The slap felt round 


By Dr. Musat| 
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LAST WEEK’S visit to the Middle East of U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan left us with a bitter aftertaste, given that 
it did not produce any sign that Annan might have something 
up h is sleeve in die way of persuading Israel to drop its intran- 
sigence and its refusal to abide by mandatory U.N. resolu- 
tions that would dear the way for a just and comprehensive 
solution to the AxaHsraeli conflict 

The hopes dial .Annan would carry something new ro the 
region stemmed from the success he ted in February in con- 
vincing Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to accept that the 
best available option to move towards an end to the U.N.- 
imposed sanctions on Iraq was to 'cooperate with U.N. 
weapon inspectors searching for the country’s arsenal of mass 
destruction. The fiuit of Annans effort in nudging Saddam to 
see that the only way the Iraqi government can advance 
towards an end to the sanctions is by dealing with the U.N. 
weapons inspections is most highlighted by the positive com- 
ments made by senior UN. weapons inspectors about Iraqi 
cooperation and confirmed by none other than Richard 
Butler, head of the United Nations Special Commission 
(UNSCOM). 

From our vantage point in Jordan we felt, and still feel, that 
Annan set a very positive precedent in highlighting the role of 
the UN. in resolving problems around the world by stepping 
in where all other diplomatic efforts have failed in the logjam 
between Iraq and the United States. Annan managed to shift 
the focus of the situation from Washington to the U.N.. and 
apparently cornered the U.S. where it had no choice but to 
accept the deal he made with Iraq or risk exposing itself as 
being bent upon the destruction of Iraq regardless of the actu- 


al thrust of the Security Council resolutions. 

But we now realise that the inkling of a positive precedent 
was misguided Obviously, the pre-mission ‘'brief’ that 
Annan received from Washington was to lay off new initia- 
tives to revive the Middle East peace process and simply go . 
through the motions of reviewing the implementation of 
selected U.N. decisions in the region — mainly die presence 
of UN. peace keepers in the area. 

But the Israelis reinforced the growing despairaraong many 
in the region by giving Annan a treatment that was unworthy . 
of the sec retar y-general of the UN. The scathi n g criticism of 
the UN. that was heard in the Israeli Knesset while Annan 
was in the gallery and the pressure that the Israeli government 
implicitly applied to thwart a visit to the AI Aqsa by the UN. 
chief was the reflection of tbe arrogance of the Jewish state. 

Such an att itude, no doubt, could not have been there had it 
been for the implicit and explicit support that Israel’s 
“friends” in Washington extended. Tbe net message Israel 
sought to given Annan was that the entire international com- 
munity except Israel and its supporters is misguided on the 
realities of the situation. 

The message that Israel, by virtue of its status as an 
independent country, cannot be forced into anything — as 
asserted by the speaker of tbe Knesset — reeked of the arro- 
gance With which the Jewish state is dealing with calls for the 
implementation of U.N. resolutions as tbe basis for peace 
with Israel That was expected of course. But wbat we did not 
hear from anyone else was any note of the reality that Iraq, 
another independent country with much more political histo- 
ry than the State of Israel — is under constant threat of mil- 

What if? 


itaiy ariion if it does not obey [be UN- and 
Security Council resolutions. '-'"till 

That indeed could be old hat, but it becomes vayid§fe 
when we see tbe Annan visit to the Middle East iafte^g 
of a potential role for tfie UN. in AraMsraeE 
gimilar to-the effort put m by the secretary gencat?l^^g 

the Iraq -U-S. crisis. . ? : m : : 

We have ^so beard voices suggesting; foal 
in d — h sen ding Atman as tin implidt warning tojaaefffll. 
■ whole petite process could be mroed © the 
Jewish state foiled to accept- the latest American 

break the stalemate in peace talks. - 4* 

Even if we were to swallow that argument for a m ags , 
the vehemence with which Israeli leader treated" A m* 
clearly indira***? that it. was not indeed the case; untj lp 
course we see immediate signs that Washington lock Isi||s 
snubbing of Annan as a snub of the US. itself (not flip 
would be the first cjme Israel snubbed the U.S. and got^K 
with it). _ 

Cleariy, the ball is in foe court of foe international comnjb- 
nity. which, alter several decades of inefficient UN. djpfo. 
mar y bas come to slowly accept that the UN. indeed shwid 
be considered as od effective forum to deal with intemadonal 
crises. The treatment foe Israelis accorded Annan wasaS 
in the face of tbe very concept of the UN.; It was 
who was insulted, but the entire international comma^y 
which he represents. 
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By Thomas L. Friedman 

THE UJS. and Israel are head- 
ing for a fateful week. President 
Clinton has indicated to Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
that the U.S. wants to present to 
Israel and the Palestinians a 
compromise proposal that it 
believes can teak the deadlock 
between them. If they both 
accept it. that would be ideal. 
But if not the U.S. would have 
to explain publicly who is hold- 
ing up the peace process. The 
Clinton proposal reportedly 
calls for a 13 per cent further 
Israeli redeployment from the 
West Bank in three stages over 
three months, in return for spe- 
cific changes in Palestinian 
behaviour that would have to be 
implemented roughly in tandem 
with the Israeli pullbacks. These 
include Palestinian crackdowns 


M.KAHIL 


on incitement to violence, 
unequivocal abrogation of the 
Palestinian Covenant and a 
range of security undertakings. 
But for weeks now, Mr. 
Netanyahu, knowing that this 
US. proposal was coming, has 
been fighting a guerrilla diplo- 
matic war — using Congress 
and Jewish leaders — to get it 
killed. 

Watching all this, the thought 
occurred to me: What if Bibi 
surprised everyone and said yes 
to the US. compromise? What 
would happen? 

Well, to begin with. Mr. 
Netanyahu's approval rating 
among Israelis would probably 
soar from around 40 per cent to 
around 75 per cent, leasing the 
Lahore Party leader. Ehud 
Barak, completely in the dust 
i A recent poll in Israel show a 
majority of Israeli- levs' favour- 1 1 


ing the 13 percent US. com- 
promise, 71 percent favouring a 
more active U.S. effort to get 
Mr. Netanyahu and Pales tinian 
leader Yasser Arafat to the table, 
and 81 per cent wishing Mr. 
Clinton would bring them to 
Camp David.) Mr. Netanyahu 
would have enough public sup- 
port to form any government he 
wanted — including a national 
unity government with Labour 
— on his terms. 

Within Mr. Netanyahu's own 
ruling coalition some far-right 
members would bolt, but Bibi 
could govern without them. The 
National Religious Party, a key 
bloc in his coalition, would have 
to deride whether it is an 
extremist movement committed 
to holding all the West Bank or 
a party that understands there 
must be a compromise and it's 
better to doienow undertcondi-*' 


dons of strength. 

Ariel Sharon, who also has 
one foot in Are Likud and one in 
the extreme right, would have to 
deckle whether to follow Bibi in 
supporting tbe compromise — 
in which case Mr. Sharon could 
play an important role in bring- 
ing along the other religious 
parties — or attack Bibi in 
which case Mr. Netanyahu 
could use his popularity to mar- 
ginalise Me SharorL 

Ml Netanyahu could easily 
blunt any of Mr. Sharon’s argu- 
ments by pointing out that most 
of tbe UJS .-proposed 13 per 
cent redeployment actually 
involves turning over West 
Bank areas now entirely con- 
trolled by Israel to Palestinian 
civilian control — but with 
Israeli troops Still maintaining 
overall security control 
i Meanw&te MbAra&t would* r 


be in a panic. He! knows this 
plan would be a good deal for 
Israel and he’s only tentatively 
saying yes because .he thinks 
Bibi will say no. Mr. Arafat 
would also understand that, by 
embracing the U.S. plan. Me 
Netanyahu was closing foe 
breach between Israel and the 
U.S.. and unifying all American 
Jews and Congress behind him. 
This would give Mr. Netanyahu 
an overwhelmingly powerful 
position vis-4-vis Mr.' Arafat 
going into final-status negotia- 
tions. 

In B aghdad Saddam Hussein 
would have heartburn.; He 
would understand that ' Ml 
N etanyahu's embrace of the 
US. compromise means 
America's Arab allies wifi not 
be able to hide behind Israeli 
intransigence as an excuse for 
'not u joining} , foe j- next. -anti- 


Saddam crusade. • = 

In Damascus, Hafez AhAsal 
would be unnerved, seeing a 
new phase of strategic padner- 
ship between Israel and fee 
US. that could only weafan 
Syria’s position. -£ 

Finally, such a move florid 
force everyone to gbe^Mt 
Netanyahu a second kxri^-By 
hairing whittled die US ’dwm 
to 13 per cent (the Palestiftns 
wanned 30: Bibi is ofittinjp.it 
would e stablish Him as aSiQKr 
■ negotiator than the Etonr 
Party, but also one who anted- 
ates foe importance of thrU5.- 
Israel relationship. Tfrose wfo 
shy Mr. Netanyahu is a food 
who has been trying to kfifOdo 
but blame Ml Arafat for i 
would have to reconsida: . 
Yes, what if? 
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‘Kofi Annan’s tour fare not better than Robin Cook’s 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 

UN. SECRETARY General 
Kofi Annan's tour of the 
Middle East developments in 
tbe Middle East itself, the situ- 
ation in Iraq and Jordanian 
domestic problems were cen- 
tral themes of Jordanian press 
commentaries last week. 

AI Ra’i’s Mahmoud Rimawi 
compared Kofi Annan's tour 
with that of foe British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook noting 
that the two missions were of 
different nature. While Annan 
declared that he has no plans to 
revive the stalled peace process 
although noting that the 
process should be based or. 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242. Cook was open in his 
bias towards justice demand- 
ing that Israel refrain from 
committing any move tear 
would endanger the peace 
process. .Annan, whose moves 
were restricted by the U.S.- 
dominated Security Council 
came as a missionary advocat- 
ing the cause of peace and 
peaceful co-existence without 


offering any initiative to the 
conflicting parties to help them 
end the deadlock while Cook 
openly criticised the Israeli set- 
tlement programme which he 
described as obstructing the 
peace process, according to the 
writer. Rimawi said Annan 
can net absolve himself or foe 
U.N. organisations from the 
duty of uJung serious moves 
towards forcing Israel io 
implement tbe resolutions of 
the world body. 

A l Dustour’s Yasser Zaatrch 
cast doubt on Annan's tour 
saying that the man focused 
most of his attention on Israel's 
withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon but did little to stop 
Israel's illegitimate measures 
and iLs v iolations of foe U.N. 
resolutions. There is a big 
question mark hanging over 
Annan's mission because foe 

secretary general announced 
clearly that the UN. cannot 
inierfere ic the Arab-ivaeli 
issue and it is leaving the 
whole matter to the U.S. medi- 
ation efforts but in fact, it is the 
responsibility of the U.N. to 
intervene and see foal foe U.N. 


resolutions are implemented, 
Zaaireh si-ressed. At the same 
time Annan focused on the 
Israeli offer to withdraw’ from 
Lebanese territory, something 
that favours Israel and its ally, 
the U.S.. said the writer. He 
said Beirut has all foe right to 
reject Israel's conditional with- 
drawal and to demand an 
immediate withdrawal in 
implementation of U.N. reso- 
lutions. 


THE WEEK 
IN PRINT 


AI RaTs Muness Razzaz 
called on the Arab countries 
surrounding Israel to take a les- 
son from Hizbolbh fighters 
whose perseverance and dar- 
ing a ttacks on the occupation 
forces prompted Israel to 
announce its intention to me 
up the occupied 
Razzaz said the 1 

not rush to seeuV^ 

Israel huf ro thr f 


plans to make Israel’s occupa- 
tion so cosily that foe Jewish 
state would beg them to be 
allowed to withdraw peaceful- 
ly. If a few thousand of tbe 
resistance force succeeded in 
inflicting heavy casualties on 
foe Israelis and force them to 
withdraw, foe many thousands 
more of (terermined Arab resis- 
tance forces can achieve a sim- 
ilar result on a bigger scale, 
concluded tbe writer. 

Rashid Hassan, a writer for 
AI Aswaq. said tbe Oslo 
accord was instrumental in 
ending the Palestinian armed 
conflict against Israeli occupa- 
tion and putting an end to the 
intifada. This is a major 
achievement for the Israelis 
w ho have always sought a very 
convenient and comfortable 
occupation of Arab territory 
and a situation chat would 
allow them to pursue foe build- 
ing of settlements unperturbed, 
said the writer. Now thar foe 
Israeli forces have withdrawn 

S m the major towns in accor- 
rce with foe Oslo agree- 
nt. they- are no more 
exposed to stone throwing in 


foe rural regions which are still 
under their control, according 
to the writer. He said no won- 
der Netanyahu is so inlfexible 
and is unwilling to withdraw 
from foe remaining parts of the 
occupied Palestinian territory, 
and no wonder the Israelis dis- 
regard foe UN. resolutions and 
scoffing at foe Arab Nation's 
demands. 

AI Arab AJ Yawm’s Saleh 
Qallab addressed the issue of 
foe mission of the weapons 
inspection teams in Iraq saying 
foal the UJS. is waiting for the 
Iraqis to make one mis tak e fo 
order to justify a military 
strike. One should not be sur- 
prised if inspection teams 
suddenly find a pretext to pick 
a dispute with the Iraqis to give 
Washington foe justification to 
make its move, foe writer said. 
The inspection teams have 
started searching foe presiden- 
tial sites where they hope to 
6nd we^wns of mass destruc- 
tion hidden there in order to 
rcport the matter to 
Washington and invite foe U.S. 
to launch its aggression, con- 
tinued foe wmet He said foe 
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Iraqi leadership ought to b 
these matter s into cooskfe 
don and deny Washington 1 
opportunity to launch i® 
tary strike stressing fe* 1 
Americans have not yet id 
our foe military option * 3 
time and for any trivial exo* 
Mohammad Subeffii a 

for AI Arab AI Yawm apcos 
the government of 
control foe destiny of 06? 
fessional unions through °° 


their privately maoageff P 
sion sifoemes. The wi^' s 


confrol die savings fundsfrf* 

private organisations -■.* 
mainly tar g eti ng foe 
SlOdal lminrac which 
enuneni hopes to 
laying its hands on thdr^® 
and their financial 'riseiS? 
Fwtunatdy the jflan w® - ® 
bom as 68 d^ifoes 
foeir rejection of it sug**® 
foe private otgamsa w^^ 
aborting foe gove^ff 
intention to control t &&& 
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ARAB BANK 


PLC 


CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE 


DEPUTY CHAIRMAN S MESSAGE 


Dear Shareholders, 

The world and regional economies 
went through' dtfficrilt' ! times in 
1997. Consequently^ ■ your 
institution, the Arab Bank,' had to 
. accommodate itself to die new 
economic changes. In spite of the 
unfavourable " j economic 
conditions, the Bank’s ,r results 
nevertheless improved. I am 


client needs and wants. As a 
result, the annual growth of net 
income exceeded 12.5%. Net 
income after tax reached JOD 

107.7 million compared to JOD 

95.7 million in 1996. The 
enhanced profit resulted from the 
positive development in total 
revenues, which amounted to 
7.2%. Total revenues for the year 
reached JOD 310.8 million 



pleased to summarise fty you in compared to JOD 289.8 million in 


this report the .‘commendable 
achievements of Arab ; Bank in 
1997. 

Significant changes in the 
business environment presented 
major challenges to the banking 
industry. Without a timely 
adaptation • - to ;• , the new 
environment, it would have been 
difficult to continue the Bank’s 
operations successfully. It is 
important to note, however, that 
the full impact of ^ome of the 
changes is yet tp be $een. 


the previous year. At the same 
time, the Bank was able to confine 
the increase in its operating 
expenses to acceptable levels. 

Total operating: expenses were 
JOD 165.2 million in 1997 
compared to JOD 153.7 million in meet client requirements. 



environment, it would have been Consequent to the improved net 
difficult to continue the Bank’s income of 1997, shareholders’ 
operations successfully. It is : equity rose to JOD 720.0 million, 
important to note, however, that representing an improvement of 
the full impact of 4ome of the 14.3% over total shareholders’ 

. changes is yet xp be $een. equity in the previous year, which 

'* ’ had stood at JOD 630.0 million. 

Most noteworthy is ;/ the successful ' The Bank will continue its policy 
conclusion of the World Trade of increasing shareholders’ equity 
Organisation negotiations to so as to enhance its earning 
expand the Uruguay Round power. The solid equity base win 
agreement to include financial also enable the Bank to meet the 
services, which was achieved in capital adequacy requirements for 
December^ 1997. With the credit and market risks, 

expansion s of the. World Trade 

Organisatipn agreement, a major Arab Bank management takes all 
hurdle. tq ; the globalisation of necessary measures to manage its 
financial markets has • been assets and liabilities as efficiently 
overcome)! Accordingly, financial as possible. The management also 
institutions; can- more easily reach makes every effort to mcrease the 
all markets without an actual stable funds in the form of 


Arab Bank management takes all 
necessary measures to manage its 
assets and liabilities as efficiently 
as possible. The management also 
makes every effort to mcrease the 
stable funds in the form of 


Arab Bank also invested resources 
to enhance the efficiency of its 
centralised asset and liability 
management. Central management 
of assets and liabilities requires 

increased efficiency in 

communications to enable the 
banks to obtain real-time and 
on-line data from their financial 
centres. Arab Bank also worked to 
develop and acquire new 
information systems, value-at-risk 
measurement and simulation to 
enable it to manage risks more 
efficiently and to enhance medium 
and long-term plans. The 
management plans to add 

significantly to its ability in dealing 
with exogenous variables. The 
corporate treasury, which is under 
development in London, is 

expected to improve the 


all markets Without an actual stable funds in the form of expected to improve the 
^physical presence. i'The-.ef6Bct/uof/uocusfioi»esi-.deposits-/»J&i/j 1 997* the«;i. asset/Uability management, process 
i ^he- n ew- agr eement- -will— be- -to — Bank— succeeded-- in -augmenting, -.ani enhance the .efficiency of cash 
-intensify competition at all levels:- - customer deposits tcTTOD 7,248.8' ~ management:;^- will-also develop 
locally, regionally and million compared to JOD 6,809.0 new nsk management products that 
internationally. million in 1996. Simultaneously, will assist clients in .dealing with 

the Bank was able to improve its fluctuations in interest rates and 
Furthermore, the specialised loan portfolio to reach JOD foreign exchange. 

Committee for Banking 4,672.4 million compared to JOD At the beginning of January 1998, 
Supervision of the Bank for 4,163.3 million at the end of 1996. our City branch in London 
International _ Settlements has In spite of the Bank’s continuous celebrated its 25th anniversary. The 
reached the final stage in its work efforts to increase its good quality Park Lane branch was established 
to strengthen supervision of the risk assets, it follows a strategic later in 1976 and the Kensington 


Furthermore, the specialised 

Committee for Banking 

Supervision of the Bank for 
International Settlements has 
reached the final stage in its work 
to strengthen supervision of the 


banking industry’ worldwide. Its policy that requires maintaining 
new recommendations aim to- high liquidity ratios to meet all 
safeguard : the integrity of the'; 'contingencies and : risks. The 
imemlfiona] financial system and' liquidity ratio at the end of 1997 
prevent ahy crisis that may have a. was 51.4% compared to 55.7% the 
multinational impact as a result of ;, previous year, 
mismanagement or. . fraud. Th£ " 

Group ofT Ten members are •• At the Arab Bank Group level, net 
working to ensure that the ne# income rose to USD 220.8 million 


the OECD members. ’: compared to USD 1,402.5 million 

I i the previous year. It is important 

In additions the amendment to the to mention that the strength of the 
capital adcord to . incorporate US Dollar had affected the total 
market risks -became effective -at equity as a result of foreign 
the /end of 1997. To.! enh^ace: exchange translation. The 
internal control and management reportingxurrency of the Group is 
. of h risks, the - supervisory the US Dollar, in which most of 
authorities also requested "the its assets and liabilities are held, 
banking industry., to improve its . The liquidity ratio for the Group 
Ability to controfftotal risks" wifhin; reached 48.0% compared to 
itfbwn organisation.' * 51.1% the year before. 

To adapt to the new working 

^.conditions, and .-as a result/ of • In the past year, the- Bank worked 
increased competition as r weU as very hard to excel in serving its 
' tbe decline in profitability, clients and meeting their needs in 
, mergers and- acquisitions a satisfactory and timely manner. 

• ■■intensified in 1997. The banking The establishment of the Islamic 
» industry is expected to accelerate International Arab Bank Pic was a 
.-efforts to merge in the future, 'thus major step taken by the Bank to 
. /creating ; mega-financial meet the needs of corporate and 

’ institutions that will dominate the individual depositors in the Arab 
: financial markets. "*■ * . ... and Islamic countries. The new 

. . . Bank has a capital of JOD 40 

- The banking industry w£$j also million, and it provides products 
significantly affected last yfcar by and services in accordance with 
the financial crisis in. te- Asia . Islamic rules. It started operations 

TN ■ ■ T 1. . . . 1 ■ H AAH .1 a 


- The banking industry w^Sj also 
significantly affected last yfcar by 


Pacific region. Investments by 
multinational financial institutions 
■in these markets were subject to a 
wide range of risks: Arab' Bank 
'succeeded in meeting this- crisis 


early in 1998 
branches in Jordan 


through 
. In thi 


e future 

■ the Islamic International Arab 
Bank Pic is planning to offer its 
services in other Arab and Islamic 
countries in accordance with the 
general strategic plans of the 
Group. In the area of personal and 
private banking, the Bank 
reorganised all its activities. 
Qualified staff had been trained to 
enhance the Bank’s investment 
products and funds, as well as 
asset management services to 


Bank Pic is planning to offer its 
services in other Arab and Islamic 


sound policies andsysten: 

• The results achieved by] 
in .1997 testify to i '£ 
financial position andrita 
ability - to enhaac 


leBank 

strong 

reputed 

its 


ability - to enhance its 
'shareholders’ equity an^ to satisfy 

: • ' y- •- - 


celebrated its 25th anniversary. The 
Park Lane branch was established 
later in 1976 and the Kensington 
branch in 1980. The three UK 
branches spearheaded the 
multinational expansion of the 
Bank outside the Arab region, 
which had started with the 
incorporation of its sister institution 
Arab Bank (Switzerland) in 1962. 
From that time onwards, die Bank 
succeeded in building a significant 
branch and subsidiary network 
covering almost all major financial 
centres, extending from China in 
the Far East to Chile in South 
America. 

In 1997, at the regional level, Arab 
Bank succeeded in reclaiming the 
full ownership of Arab Bank Ivfaroc 
after repurchasing the interest of 
Banque Centrale Populaire, our 
former Moroccan partner, which 
had shared the ownership with us 
for more than twenty years. 

In accordance with paragraph (B) 
of Article 132 of the Jordan 
Company Law of 1997, with the 
meeting of the general assembly 
and the release of the members of 
the Board of Directors from their 
liabilities of the year 1997, the term 
of office of the current Board 
comes to an end. Article 171 of the 
same Law calls for the general 
assembly to elect a new Board. On 
this occasion, in your name. I 
would like to thank all Board 
members for the special efforts they 
made to serve your institution 
throughout their years of 
membership. 

Finally, I would like to convey my 
appreciation and gratitude to all 
shareholders and clients for their 
faithful and unswerving support. I 
also thank all staff members for 
their hard work and loyalty. 


Abduhnqjeed Shoman 
Chairman, Board of Directors 


Arab Bank must constantly 
adapt to change and meet 
challenges in order to best fulfil 
the needs of its customers. The 
Bank's survival and steady 
performance over time is 
evidence of its abUitv to position 
itself strategically without losing 
the focus ol its original vision. 

Arab Bank's financial objectives 
are best met by concentrating on 
targeted markets, recognising 
their requirements and satisfying 
them effectively. The need for 
three new product lines in the 
areas of Islamic banking, funds 
and investment products and 
hedging and risk management, 
has been underscored by the 
Bank's clients. Arab Bank's 
response has been timely and 
effective. 

The Islamic International Arab 
Bank Pic has just started 
operations. Furthermore, a new. 
and wide range of funds and 
investment opportunities are 
being made available to Arab 
Bank customers. In the area of 
hedging and risk management, 
the corporate treasury is^ in the 
process of developing 
customer-oriented derivative 
products. Arab Bank is also 
engaged in re-engineering its 
traditional services to increase 
their efficiency and make them 
more competitive. Arab Bank’s 
product quality and its ability to 
meet customer needs in a 
reliable' and ! safe '- environment-: 
have-always-bee n ma intained' to * 
reassure our~~househbld and 
corporate customers. 

Financial strength along with 
solid earning power which 
out-performecT competitors are 
evident in the results of 1997. 
The Bank has continued 
improving its profitability while 
maintaining its asset quality and 
strong financial position. Arab 
Bank Group's net income after 
tax to average equity ratio was 
14.8%. Return on average assets 
was augmented to 1.35% from 
1.31%. On the other hand, the 
liquidity ratio is at 48.0% 
compared to 51.1%. Capital 
adequacy for credit risk is 
16.28%. Arab Bank Group does 
not have a Tier III component to 
participate in covering market 
risks. Nevertheless, Tier I and 
Tier II equity are sufficient to 
endow future operations with 
significant additional earning 
power. 

Outperforming peers underlines 
both the proper fit and strategic 

E ositioning of Arab Bank. "Hie 
lank continues to address the 
essential needs of its clients 
within its traditional and safe 
environment and without 
imposing unnecessary and 
burdensome processing - or 
requirements. The founders' 
mission continues to direct the 
efforts of the institution by 
meeting the needs of clients with 
innovative and effective 
financial services and products. 
Efficiency is achieved by the 
superior productivity of Arab 
Bank's loyal and motivated 
employees. 

The unique position of Arab 
Bank is strengthened by a 
significant and meaningful 
global presence. It is considered 
the only bank in the region that 
has successfully achieved a 
fitting, and useful geographical 
diversification. Operating in the 
major international centres, the 
Bank is able to succeed in 



asset/liability management is also 
further enhanced by the Bank's 
ability to function globally and 
around-the-clock. The Arab Bank 
network of branches and affiliates 
with diversified financial products 
combine to form a multinational 
financial institution with a veiy 
strong regional focus. 

To the management of Arab Bank, 
meeting challenges has always 
meant an opportunity for 
improvement. Capitalisation of the 
positive side of change strengthens 
the dynamic characteristics of the 
organisation. In 1997 Arab Bank's 
efforts to achieve state-of-the-art 
total risk management were 
intensified. In-depth analyses and 
evaluations in conjunction with 
external consultants have 
produced a realistic and factual 
risk profile. Complete and 
ineffective!.:.. plans- for' risk 
management have been developed, 
■* covering credit, -operations and- 
market risks among other aspects. 
In other areas, specialised 
committees have been working to 
prepare the Bank for a successful 
implementation of the expected 
transformations in operations and 
markets consequent to the 
approach of EMU as well as the 
year 2000 and. most importantly, 
the successful conclusion of the 
negotiations .of the World Trade 
Organisation on financial services. 


managin' 


Most 


importantly, the Bank offers 
clients the opportunity to profit 
from multinational ■ markets. 
Effective treasury and 


Looking to the future, Arab Bank 
will continue to assess its 
successful multinational presence 
as a vital participant in 
international markets. The 
energising base will always be its 
strategic regional position. The 
Bank will work to coordinate four 
basic strategic elements. First and 
foremost is the satisfaction of 
customers and the realisation of 
their needs. Products and the 
continuous development of human 
resources will always be the tools 
to achieve pre-set targets. 
Innovation and improvement in 
management information systems 
is another important element that 
will participate in measuring 
performance and in assigning 
responsibilities at an extremely 
detailed level. ■ 

Financially, Arab Bank will work 
to be among , the highest 
capitalised institutions in the 
region by continuously retaining 
its growing income. Anticipated 
average growth rate of net income 
after tax is expected to exceed the 
growth rate of the past three years. 
The development m asset size will 
be correlated with the growth in 
equity, leaving always a 
comfortable margin for the 
enhancement of earning power. 
The structure of assets may be 
changed slightly towards higher 
productivity 7 Again, the liquidity 
ratios will remain substantially 
better than the accepted norms in 
the region and in international 
markets. 

Khalid Shoman 

Deputy Chairman, 

Board of Directors 
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For the year ended 31 December 1997. 
submitted to the General Assembly of 
Shareholders at the Annual Meeting held at the 
Bank's Head Office Building. Shmeisani, 
Amman, at 10 aan..on Friday. 27 March 1998. 

We are pleased to present to you the 6Slh Annual 
Report of Arab Bank Group which highlights the most 
important developments as well as our proposal for 
distributing the net income. 

The financial statements show clearly that the Bank had 
a good year. The extraordinary achievements reflect the 
management’s sound policies and its success in 
accommodating different sets of influential variables. 

Business environment 

Generally, the world economy and financial conditions 
maintained strong growth although a number of 
countries experienced setbacks as a consequence of the 
financial crisis in Southeast .Asian markets. The global 
economy posted one of the largest expansions of the 
last ten years. World inflation receded to the lowest 
level in decades. The rise of the USD continued 
unabated against all major currencies, bar the GBP. 
World real GDP grew 3.0%. the same rate as in the 
previous year. Real GDP of the major industrialised 
countries increased by 2.5%. slightly exceeding the 
previous year’', level. Although the Asian market 
turmoil caused repercussions around the world, 
revealing the Fragility of global interdependence and the 
susceptibility re integrated national economies, overall 
confidence and economic activity remained relatively 
undisturbed. 

The United States economy, fuelled by strong consumer 
and business confidence, is characterised by robust 
growth, low inflation, a diminishing fiscal imbalance 
and the lowest unemployment levels in nearly 30 years. 
The budget deficit fell to its lowest level of the past 
three decades. Real GDP rose by 3.8%. In addition to 
having successfully weathered the October stock market 
correction, the United States share price indices 
continued to surge and reached new highs, surpassing 
the already high 1«96 levels. 

Southeast Asian countries reeled under the currency and 
financial crisis, which had extensive economic and 
political consequences, including being widely held as 
the catalyst for the international stock market 
correction. These ramifications made it necessary for 
the IMF to extend rescue packages to Thailand. 
Indonesia and South Korea. 

. In reflection of Japan’s economy, as one of the slowest 
growing industrialised countries in 1997. real GDP 
increased by only 1.4%. Consumer confidence was at 
an all-time "low. Moreover, interest rates sank to new 
lows, share prices on the Nikkei index fell to their 
lowest level in over two years, industrial output 
decreased and housing starts remained in a slump. 
Accordingly. Japan failed to play its usual leading 
economic role in the area. 

As 1997 was the reference year to ascertain which EU 
countries fulfill the Maastricht Treaty criteria to become 
members of the European Monetary Union (EMU), 
strict budgets were imposed. .As a result of these tight 
fiscal constraints, real GDP in the EU a* a whole grew 
by 2.4%. It continues to remain unclear whether all EU 
countries will meet the convergence criteria. However, 
the expectation is that, apart from Greece and countries 
•.h.'MV-.ing to opt out. all others will qualify for the third 
stage of EMU’s currency union in 1999. 

Stable nil prices had a positive impact on the economy 
of the countries of the Middle East. Most of the Arab 
countries continued their progress and economic 
growth. However, due to uncertainties at the political 
level, the region did not enjoy the extraordinary 
development anticipated. In addition to political 
stability, a substantial improvement in laws and 
regulations is needed to encourage a meaningful foreign 
investment flow to the urea. 

Financial results 

Arab Bank Pic net income rose by JOD 12.0 million to 
reach JOD 107.7 million from JOD 95.7 million, 
representing an increase of 12.5%. Moreover, the 
Group’s net income increased by USD 23.0 million and 
11.6% to reach USD 220.8 million from USD 197.8 
minion the previous year. 

Tile profitubiliiv growth rate underlines the 
extraordinary performance of .Arab Bank. The ability to 
maintain above- normal profitability year after vear 
highlights the real earning power ’of ’the Bank. The 
averuee growth of the Bank s net income during the 
past five “year period was 14.4%, Sustaining Lhc earning 
power of the Bank requires continuous improvement in 
equity on the one hand and the ability to invest its 
financial resources in high quality assets on the other 
hand. In addition, an excellent performance requires 
ever creaicr efficiency together with the ability to 
control nperatine cxpensesT The Bank also works to 
diversify its risks in order to advance continuously 
within pre-planned objectives and without any major 
discrepancies. 

Geographical diversification is achieved by spreading 
the operations of the Bank outside the Arab region to 
the major financial centres of the world. In 1997. the 
brunches in Jordan contributed 18.3% to income, other 
Arab countries added 5S.S%. Europe 18.1%-. the Far 
East 3.2% and the United States 1 .6%. Net interest and 
commission provided 84.8% of total revenues. The 
remaining 15.2%- was generated from foreign exchange 
and other income. In 1996. net interest and commission 
contributed S6.4%. foreign exchange and other income 
13.6%. The increase in operating expenses was limited 
to budget. 

Shareholders' equity and appropriation of income 
The Board of Directors proposes to the General 
Assembly the following allocation of net income; 


JODI ’000) 

Net income: 

107,655 

Tf voluntary reserve 

28.000 

To central reserve 

62,000 

Cash dividends 

17.600 

Directors' remunerations 

55 

Total appropriation 

107,655 


In accordance with the above, the dividend per share 
will be JOD 4.0. representing 40% of nominal share 
value. The Bank will deduct 10% of dividends to meet 
the withholding tax requirement, which will be paid 
directly to the tax authorities in Jordon. Thus, net cash 
dividends payable to the shareholders will be JOD 3.6 
per share. 

After the approval of the proposed appropriation, 
shareholders' equity will reach JOD 720.0 million 
compared to JOD 630.0 million at the end of 1996. The 
increase in shareholders’ equity will be JOD 90.0 
million or 14.3%. Arab Bank standard source of equity 
is the capitalisation of income. 

The top management of the Bank steers the equity in 
accordance with the change in the structure of assets 
aimed at earning the highest possible return within the 
chosen specific risk class. Shareholders' equity is also 
an essential element in meeting the capital adequacy- 
requirement for credit and market risks specified by the 
supervisory authorities. In \ iew of the above, it can be 
concluded' that the unfailing ability of the Bank to 
generate income and enhance its future performance 
depends on its ability to capitalise as much profit as 
possible. The enhanced capital base satisfies the 

S iirements resulting from the Bank's growing 
-assets and expanded operations. 

Other achievements • 

The management has targeted three basic objectives. 
Development and improvement of the Bank's services 
and products to meet client needs and wants was the 
main objective. In 1997. Arab Bank was able to provide 
a new line of investments, products and funds, which 
were well received by clients. Early in 1998. the Bank 
added a new line of Islamic products with the opening 
of the Islamic International Arab Bank Pic. In addition, 
the management worked to supplement and re-engineer 
its traditional financial products and services in such a 
way as to offer clients a more competitive line of 
services. 

The management also aimed at increasing the efficiency 
of the staff and the effectiveness of the organisation. 
Several specialised seminars and training programmes 
were held in the area of asset/liability management and 
other specialised and managerial leadership courses. 
The Bank also intensified its utilisation of modem 
technology for information systems, communications 
and automated services. 

The third objective concentrated on total control of 
risks. Internal control systems have been improved and 
specialised committees have been activated in 
accordance with the recommendations of in-house and 
external expert studies. Better controls guarantee the 
continuation of operations without any unwarranted 
hindrance. 

.After four years of service on the Board, our term of 
office comes to an end. On this occasion, we would like 
to express our appreciation to the shareholders for their 
continuous support, the clients for giving us their 
business and for their crust in the Bank and the 
subsidiary and affiliate companies. We would also like 
to thank "all ihe staff for their loyalty and hard work 
which resulted in the good performance of the Bank 
during the past four years. 

The Board of directors. 

Financial Review 

This section contains the analysis of the Group's results 
of operations as well as its financial position. The 
financial statements, which are also included in this 
report, are presented in US Dollars after the translation 
of all the Group members’ financial statements into US 
Dollars, which is (he functional and reporting currency 
of the Group. Arab Bank P!c and .Arab Bank 
(Switzerland) constitute around 90% of the total assets 
of the Group. The reporting currencies of the two 
entities are the Jordanian Dinar and die Swiss Franc, 
respectively. The average exchange rate of the 
Jordanian Dinar has been pegged to the US Dollar at 
0.709 since 1995. The Swiss Franc exchange rate was 
1.4540 at the end of 1997 and 1.3490 at the end of 
1996. 

Results of operations. 

Overview- 

In 1997. the Group continued its good financial 
performance. The net income of Arab Bank Group 
crossed the USD 200 million mark for the first time in 
its history. Net income after tax reached L SD 220.S 
million. Total revenue wa> augmented to USD 577.5 
million from USD 541.4 million. Net income per share 
ton the basis of Arab Bank Pic common shares of 
4.400.0001 was 1 1.6% better than in the previous year, 
recording USD 50.2 per share compared to USD 45.0 
per share in 1996 Increase o; operating expenses was 
confined to 5.5% to reach USD 282.3 million from 
USD 268.0 million. 

Interest and commission income 

The Group realised an increase of USD 14.0 million in 
net interest and commission income, representing 2.7% 
over 1996. The low level of intere'-t rates along with the 
Central Bank of Jordan’s requirement of 14% interest 
free statutory reserve on deposits in foreign currencies 
depressed the interest number?. The following table 
contains comparative figures for the two years; 



1997 

1996 Variance 
In l'$D millions 

% 

Interest and commission 
income 

1 J55.9 

1.564.7 tS.S? 

i0 .6 i 

Interest and commission 
expense 

815.9 

S3S.7 i22.8i 

i2.7i 

Net inccresr and 
commission 

540.0 

526.0 14.0 

2.7 


The percentage of interest income to total assets was 
7.4% in 1997 compared to 7.9% in 1996. The net 
interest and commission income to total asset ratio was 
3.2%. slightly lower than in the previous year. On the 
other hand, the growth in loan portfolio and other risk 
assets contributed positively to the interest income. 

Revenue from foreign exchange trading 

The US Dollar appreciated aggrev.i-.clv against other 

major currencies during most of the year. The revenue 


from foreign exchange trading slightly hnprovedto 

USD 25.6 million from USD 25.5 million in 1996. The 
foreign exchange trading positions opened as part of the 
Group's activities are liquidated on a daily .basts. 
Exceptions in extraordinary circumstances are limited 
to small amounts and they are well controlled by higher 
levels of management. 

Other revenues 

Other revenues improved to USD 57.7 million from 
USD 41.5 million in 1996. The gain of USD 16.2 
million or 39.1% over the previous vear was the result 
of income derived from the trading portfolio and 
recovered bad debts. Other revenues also included 
revenues from leased premises, services to clients and 
several other items of a non-recurring nature. 

Revenue-related expenses 

Revenue- related expenses are composed mainly of 
specific and general provisions for doubtful debts and 
investments. In 1997. total provisions debited to the 
profit and loss account were USD 45.9 million 
compared to USD 5 1.6 million in the previous year. 

Operating expenses 

Total operatins expenses increased to USD 282.3 
million from USD 268.0 million. In spite of the increase 
of USD 14.3 million or 5.3% in operating expenses, it 
only represented 48.9% of total revenue compared to 
49.5% the previous year. The following table contains a 
detailed comparative analysis of operating expenses: 


Customer deposits are composed of stable that 

have remained with the Bank for continuous and steady 
periods. Core deposits are estimated at 80%. 

The following table gives iome Uqmdiw ratio measures 
for the Group at the end of U 997 and 1996: 


1997 1996 Variance 
In USD millions % 

Staff 

155.2 

145.1 

10.1 

7.0 

Information svstem 

19.9 

18.6 

1.3 

7.0 

Depreciation 

19.8 

17.S 

2.0 

11.2 

Other operating expenses 

87.4 

86.5 

0.9 

1.0 

Total 

2823 

268.0 

143 

53 


It can be observed from the above that the increase in 
operating expenses was highly correlated with growth 
of revenues. 

Net income and income tax 

Income before tax and net income after tax are 
presented below: 


1997 1996 Variance 
In USD millions % 

Net income before tax 

295.2 

273.3 

21.9 S.0 

Income tax 

74.4' 

■75.5 

<T.l) 0.5) 

Net income after tax 

220.8 

1973 

23.0 11.6 


Net income after tax in 1997 improved by USD 23.0 
million to reach USD 220.S million representing an 
increase of 1 1.6 %. Income tax remained at the same 
level as in 1996. Income tax does not include some 
taxes paid in affiliated companies. It mainly represents 
income tax relating to Arab Bank Pic, its sister 
institution and subsidiaries. Profitability ratios 
improved slightly in 1997. Net income represented 
3S.2% of total revenue in comparison to 36.5% in 1996. 
Net income to shareholders' equity remained at 14.1%, 
the same level as the previous year. Net income to total 
assets improved to 1.31% in 1997 compared to 1.24% 
in 1996. 

Financial position 

Arab Bank Group balance sheet structure is unique. Its 
regional and multinational operations col! for certain 
requirements which may not be applicable to other 
institutions. The management of the Group always aims 
to maintain simultaneously high liquidity, prime quality 
assets and solid equity. 

Liquidity management 

The liquidity management policy of Arab Bank Group 
is an important element of its strategic orientation. 
Liquidity is defined as the ability to meet near-term and 
projected long-term funding commitments, while 
supporting future expansion in”a manner consistent with 
the Bank's strategic plans. Arab Bank Group maintains 
higher liquidity tfian the acceptable norm of the banking 
industry. The’ high liquidity enables the Group to. 
survive in the ~ extraordinarily unstable political, 
environment of the Middle East. For liquidity 
management purposes, the Group is divided into several 
regional centres. Each centre is responsible for the 
operating units in its area and has its own funding and 
liquidity plans in accordance with the policies of the 
Group management. Liquidity is managed and 
monitored on a daily basis by the Treasurer and the 
Manager. ALCO in the centres co-ordinate liquidity 
positions on u weekly basis. At Head Office, the High 
ALCO monitors and ’supervises the liquidity position of 
the Bank on a monthly basis. Strategies and’ adjustments 
of policies are carried out quarterly.' 

Prudent liquidity analysis at all levels includes dividing 
the asset* and liabilities into different maturity bands, it 
also includes analysis of the sources of funds, their 
stability and cost. The following table gives a 
comparative analysis of the liquid assets of the Group: 


1997 1996 Variance 
In USD millions % 

Cash and banks 

5.639.8 

6.023.1 

f 333.3) 

(6.4) 

Government securities 1.049.9 

912.9 

137.0 

15.0 

Trndin? securities 

1S2.0 

166.0 

16.0 

9.7 

Marketable 

investments 

1.192.2 

1.016.9 

175.3 

17.2 

Total 

8.063.9 

8.I18J9 

<55X11 

<0.7) 


It can be observed from the above table that the liquid 
assets declined by 0.7%. Yet again, most of the decline 
was due to a reduction in tile placement with banks. It 
should also be noted that liquid assets on average 
mature within three months. 

The external sources of funds al the end of 1997 and 
1096 arc presented below: 


1997 1996 Variance 
In USD millions % 

Customer deposits 

10.404.9 9.6S0.7 

724.2 

7.5 

Bonk deposits 

3.218.2 3327.5 

U09.3) 

CU) 

Cash margin 

712.3 59S.1 

114.2 

19.1 

Total 

14J35.4 134*063 

729.1 

SA 



1997 

% 

1996 

% 

Cash and quasi-cash to 1 

total external funds 1 

56.3 

59.7 

Cash and ouasi-cash to total assets 

48.0 

51.1 

Customer deposits and cash 1 
margin to loan portfolio \ 

146.7 

1503 

Customer deposits and cash ' 
margin to total assets 

66.1 

64.6 


The improvement in custonipr deposits to total asset 
ratio coupled with the decline in other liquidity races 
indicate that the Bank has improved the effectiveness of 
its asset/liability management. \ 

Credit management \ \ ‘ 

The Arab Bank Group conservative credit policy is a 
key element in its success. Time and again, its balanced 
and well planned credit-gran tin g^philosophy and system 
have distinguished Arab Bank from others. 


To manage balance sheet 
exposure, die Group risk cont 
globally. Responsibilities for 
between line units and Head Offii 


off-balance sheet 
process is applied 
it risks are shared 
The branches and 


subsidiaries have a primary responsibility to evaluate 
credit risks and ensure that each individual credit 
exposure is soundly controlled and managed. The line 
manager has the authority to grant credit up to a certain 
p re -determined amount At Head Office, the decisions 
related to credit are handled by committees at three 
different levels: A 

- Credit department committee i 

- Credit management committee \ 

- Senior authority committee. \ 

Risk assets are divided into three different groups: 
Jordon, Arab countries and international^ Each area is 
controlled by a specialised credit department The 
Deputy President for credit coordinates and supervises 
the three credit departments and head| the credit 
management committee. The senior authority 
committee is chaired by the General .Manager and 
Includes the President, tiie Deputy President and the 
three heads of the credit departments. 

•Development of loan portfolio , 

Loans and advances net of provisions grew by USD 
748:9 million, representing an increase of 11.0% to 
reach USD 7,578.5 million at the end of 1997. The 
off-balance sheet exposure increased by USD 8H.2 
million or 16.6%, thus expanding the rotafleredit risk of 
the Group by 13.3% over 19% figures. The following 
table contains the comparative data of the Group credit 
risk in 1997 and 1996. \ 


1997 19 9^ Variance 
In USD tuitions % 

Loan portfolio, net 

7378.5 

6.829.6 

74fe.9 

11.0 

Off-balance sbeec 



\ 


-Acceptances 

3783 

241.1 

13712 

56.9 

- Letters of credit 

1.167.1 

1308.5 

1 141 to 

(10.8) 

- Letters of guarantee 

2.8853 

2323.7 

561)6 

243 

- Undrawn loans 

1363.7 

1.009.9 

253i 

25.1 

Total off-balance sheet 

5.694.4 

43833 

811 it 

16.6 

Total exposure 

13.272L9 

11,7123 

1360 i, 

13 3 


i 

Loans and advances composed 45.1% of total assets in 
1997 compared to 42.9% at the end of the previous 
year. They also represented 4.8 times tho shareholders’ 
equity compared to 4.9 times at the end of J 996. \ 

• Provision for doubtful debts tj 

The provisions for doubtful debts are determined by the 
evaluation of individual credits and changes in the 
quality of credit portfolio. levels of non-iaccrual loans, 
economic conditions, changes in size and character of 
credit risks -and other related factors. Risk assets are 
classified according to their quality into six groups: 
current, wacchlist, special mention, substandard, 
doubtful and loss. Credits with serious degrees' of 
classification are reviewed by Head ’Office on a 
quarterly basis. The credit portfolio is reviewed 
semi-annually in order to assess sufficient provisions. 
Levels and amounts of provisions are also examined fin 
the light of the monetary authorities’ guidelines as wqll 
as studies performed by the "external ' auditors. The 
Group ceases to accrue interest on doubtful debts as 
soon as they are classified as such. Arab Bank Group’s 
provisioning policies are more strict than the industry 
norms and monetary authorities’ guidelines. Balances 
ot credit nsk provisions are presented in the following 


nSSf 1 £? e “crcaa in.the volume of provisions, the 

SSSSn Jfe 5 * fc "5 e 5^ BdBd m 1997 « raaintairing its 
normally high risk-asset quality. 6 

Interest rate risk management 

^ to ‘™ niraise ** re sati ve ™F*ct on net 
Gm.m ml moveraents on interest rates. The 

J. K ^ ltfircst rate in accordance with 
Si Si « ttb lished by the Head Office of 

mTLS ceotres “ weU 35 Treasurers 
^^CO^ > H^5n/S ana i ei ? ient of iflterest rate risks, 
and $ic£” ffi “ deaIs wiUl Positions 

takes a '°"«™tive approach in 
"^-raaqag™ cnL In general, die Bank 
Srfrorf- “TP , of lts and liabilities. The 

S Sg “ interest rate derivatives is 

mostly limited to capping its mismatch position. 

The impact of interest rsre risk management as well as 
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other dix^ensibns pf xiat' sapeiyisiog gj 
net interest and commission ■ in -the 1 
resuitsL-Net mtefest gnd corainissfor| 
' assets ' ; pt ^;GroDjxfi3r.:i997 jmd' If 
below:* ,• ■ / 


reflected in the 
SopVfinantial 
a average total 
j are presented 


‘ l99fl 996 Variance 
In »D millions % 

Net interest and comniMiop 540.0 6.0 14.0 2.7 

Average total assets 16JSS.fr 13E4.Q 1,201.9 7.9 
Net interest and commission * . .- 
to average assets ■ •53% 33% 


■From the above, it can be observe* 
commission to average assets dec! 
from 3-5%. On the other band, m 
assets was improved to 1.4% frora. 


hat net interest and 
id to 3.3% in 1997 
income to. average 
1 %. 


Capital management p 

Shareholders' equity along widjptber components of 
capital form the main source ope earning power ro 
commercial banks. The capital jlse specifies the size, 
structure and risk components? the balance sheet 
Regulatory authorities, . in coi&rmity with the BIS 
rules, have barmonisedi b; capital adequacy 
requirements worldwide. / 


The General Manager apd ti 
capital management at He; 
capital management policit 
shareholders with a good j 
exposing the institution to ur j 
capital base conpled with hit 


f iigh ALCO cany out 
Office. The Group’s 
^aim to provide the 
uni on equity without 
trranted risks. The solid 
liquidity underlines the 


extraordinary financial ,strentf. of Arab Bank Group. 

Jn accordance with.' Axa/ Bank Group policies, 
capitalisation of retained ‘Home represents the main 
source of growth in share hJers’ equity. Consequently, 
the Group has to cprjfine tJ cash dividends distributed 
to the shareholders within pain limits on the one hand 
while (ronstantiy unprovirfl is profitability on the other 
hand, 7 

The continuous developfent of equity also aims to 
meet the growing njps of the branches and 
subsidiaries. At the entfpf 1997, total shareholders' 
equity reached USD 100.9 million representing an 
improvement of. 12.0% /e r the previous year’s figures. 
It amounted to 9.6% of rerage total assets compared to 
93% in 1996. The/ following table shows the 
calculation -of the capfll adequacy ratio according to 
flie BIS roles, at the erfof 1997 and 1996. 


f 

• * ! 

7: 1997 1996 Variance 

/ : In USD millions % • 

^Equity m . * , 

f : 


’Tier) " - ' / 

1.259.8 1.112.3 147.5 

13-3 

Tier 2 . . * : j 

437.3 358'’ 79.1 

?? 1 

- Risk assises ti 

10.42L9 9.138.0 1.283.9 

14.1 

Capital adojuacy rati /■ 

16-23% 16.09% 0.19% 

(.2 


(*) .Group equity, imk reserves^Wtth asSftfcfoied'OMbpdmes 1 ' • “ 

Ocj yd v r4vi/ons - vjnnvMj; oct, *-niic. j 

The’ above bonnafeapitaJ adequacy- ratio is justified, in 
view of the ccfcinuous demand of the regulatory 
authorities for catal funding of our operating units. 

Performance^ the Group's Entities ' 

The Group's ensolidated financial statements include 
the financial spments of Arab Bank Pic. Arab Bank 
(Switzerland),/ sister company wholly owned by the 
shareholders f Arab Bank Pic, and the following 
wholly and mprity owned subsidiaries: 

- Arab Bank Jb. Frankfurt, wholly owned subsidiary 

- Arab Bank Justralia Ltd., wholly owned subsidiary 

- Arab Bank Austria) AG, wholly owned subsidiary 

- Arab B&nk Haroc, wholly owned subsidiary j . . 

- Arab Tiraian Bank, 64.24% owned <[ 

- Arab Palestinian. Investment Bank. 55% owned. 


Arab Bank 
Arab Bank I 
in Jordan as. 
Pic is one o 
Arab world 
banks' in to 
engaged in 
services, whi 
trade financ 
estate lendiuj 
Results of O] 
Net /income: 
representing ! 
over . 1996. 
comparative 


c was established in 1930. It iij registered 
i public shareholding company. Arab Bank 
i the principal' financial institutions in the 
nd ranks among the leading international 
os of equity, earnings ana t^s.ets. It is 
providing ' a wide variety financial 
h include retail hanking, privite bonking, 
ag, merchant banking, commercial real 
land Islamic banking. j 

prations if.-- 

after tax reached JOD 101.7 million, 
bn increase of JOD 12.0 milEpn or 12.5% 

[ The following table contains the 
tgures of the revenue compoxnts: 

1997 199*1 Variance 


Ne if interest f 
Nef commissi 
Foreign exebt 
• Other revenul 


In JOD t 

2273 220.0 

61.6 59.2 


120.0 73 

59.2 2-4_ 

12.1 (13) 


m jk 1173 


Operating expenses increased by JOD jl-5 million^or 
-7.5% to ream JOD 165.2 million fron JOD 153.7 
million in- 1996. Changes in the main Components of 
-operating expenses are presented in the yUowing table: 

1997 196 Variance 



- 

InJOl 

mill 

lions 

% 

Staff 


az=5 — . 

13.6 

12.8 

0.8 




10.9- 

■9.9 

1.0 

9.6 

Other OF 

crating expense 

s- 51. 2 : 

17.0 

4.2 

8.9 

Total 


165.2 

3.7 

11.5 

■725 


Financial position \\ 

The shareholders' equirv rose by JCp 90.0 nnlbon to 
reach JOD 720.0 million, a 14.3% (ncrefise over the 
figure of JOD 630.0 million .in, P96. capital 
adequacy ratio for the Bank at thepnd of 1997 was 
12.37% compared to 1434% at the eBof 1996. 
Customer deposits improved’ in 197 .to reach JOD 

6.760.0 millioD from JOD 6 ; 396 l(-miUon i m 1996. 
Total external funds induding depo/ts from banks rose 
to JOD 9,630.0 million compart to JOD 939^5 
million in 1996, representing an.iwrovement of JOD 
33 U million or 3.6%. Total asse/F increased bv JOD 

423.0 million or 4.1 %. A compara/ve analysts or Arab 
Bank assets in 1997 and 1996 is prterued below: 


Assets ! 

Cash and marketable 
securities -4.785.6 

Loans and advance. 4,672.4 4 
All other assets 1303.1 I 
TbS 10.761 J ll 


f "1996 Variance 
JOD millions % 


B2.4- 

(406.8V 

(7.8) 

fer 

509.1 

12.2 

182.4 

320.7 

32.7 

5384 

4234) 

4.1 


\ 55# f.i V ':- 1 


Other achievements 

Excellence in client service was the top objective of the 
Bank in 1997.. The management also endeavours to 
continue improving the technical and professional 
-abilities of the staff as well as to complement the branch 
and subsidiary network and to- develop information 
technology. 

To meet the increasing demands of clients. Arab Bank 
with other parmers established in 1997 "Arab 
Investment Company (Egypt) S.A.E." The subscription 
rate to this investment product was 250%. During 1997, 
Arab Bank's Personal Banking Unit drove forward a 
new strategy designed to ensure that the Bank maintains 
its competitive edge in the fast changing financial 
services marketplace and becomes more focused on the 
needs of its customers. The development and marketing 
of a new range of investment products for existing and 
new customers is a key pillar of the new personal 
banking strategy. The new products are designed to 
provide an alternative to deposit and savings activities 
and are being structured to appeal to differing 
investment requirements, varying in complexity and 
level of risk. The first product launched in the Middle 
East, a relatively low risk Capital Guaranteed Fund, has 
proved extremely popular, attracting over USD 100 
million of investors' funds. Early in 199S, The Islamic 
International Arab Bank Pic started its operations 
through its four branches in Jordan. The Bank plans to 
expand its operations to other Arab and Islamic 
countries. 

One of the prime objectives of the Bank is to enhance 
its staffs abilities. The total number of employees 
reached 5,468 in addition to the employees of its 
subsidiaries, sister institution and affiliates. Specialised 
training programmes in assei/li ability management and 
managerial leadership were some of the many training 
events held in 1 997. 

In 1997. Arab Bank formulated a plan to re-engineer its 
services and business processes through the use of the 
latest technologies in order to enhance services and 
improve efficiency and competitiveness. Execution of 
the plan will start at the beginning of 1998 in 
coordination and cooperation with ail branches. Arab 
Bank has always kept abreast of the continuous changes 
in technology, and directed information systems to 
improve customer services. It has continued to enhance 
the Arab Bank website. Internet users can now view the 
Arab Bank Internet website •'arabbank.com« in Arabic 
as well as in English. Communications are being 
upgraded by moving from a rigid to an open network 
architecture. Optimum solutions are continuously 
identified and implemented to improve the capacity, 
reliability, security and manageability of the global and 
local ^tworfcs?'Swift:'fmandal service has been funjhc? 
Unproved' across ' Arab ; Bank tranche's ~ worldwide 


protocols. 

The Bank continued to extend its regional and 
international presence. The management succeeded in 
its negotiations to purchase the 50% ownership of its 
Moroccan partner in Arab Bank Maroc. Arab Bank 
Maroc. including its eight branches, thus became a fully 
owned subsidiary of the Group. Furthermore, three new 
branches were opened in Palestine, one in Cairo, Egypt, 
and two in Yemen. 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) was constituted in 1962 as an 
independent Swiss company. Its shareholders are 
identical to those of Arab Bank Pic. The Bank has been 
cooperating with all members of the Arab Bank Group 
throughout its existence. 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) has built a reputation for 
efficient and personal service. One of the Bank's key 
concerns remains the further enhancement of its 
services, in particular in the field of private banking in 
which a "Global Private Banking Unit” has been set up 
to market the wide variety of the Bank's investment 
products. 

Performance in 1997 

Net income for 1997 of CHF 17.5 million was at the 
same level as in 1996. Interest income decreased by 
CHF 4.5 million or 20.6% as a result of the persistent 
decline of the Swiss Franc interest rates, which affected 
the return from investment of shareholders’ equity. 

Results frora trading operations increased again, by 
CHF 1.1 million or 17.7% to CHF 7.3 million, owing to 
better results achieved in foreign exchange and precious 
metals trading. Results from commission and service 
fee activities rose by CHF 1.9 million or 1 1 .5% to CHF 
18.5 million. 

Total assets as at 31 December 1997 increased by CHF 
146.4 million to CHF 1.626.9 million owing to the 
weaker Swiss Franc against the US Dollar and to a 
higher volume of interbank business. 

Arab Bank Australia Limited 
Arab Bank Australia Limited operates under an 
unrestricted banking authority granted by the Reserve 
Bank of Australia in September 1994. Arab Bank 
Australia Limited is subject to the prudential 
requirements of the Reserve Bank of Australia and its 
strategic aim is to provide retail and commercial 
banking facilities to the Arab community in Sydney, 
Australia. In addition, ir provides trade services to 
major Australian corporations trading with the Middle 
East. 

Arab Bank Australia Limited provides a comprehensive 
range of banking services, including electronic banking, 
and a full range of deposit products and specialised 
lending products, including leasing, which have been 
tailored to meet the requirements of our customers. 

Profit before tax in 1997 .was AUD 1.5 million 
compared to AUD 1.3 million in 1996. The profit for 
1997 also Included a general provision for doubtful 
debts of AUD 0.6 million. In a highly competitive 
banking environment the Bank was able to increase 
income by 7% and hold operating expenses increase to 4%. 


The balance sheet showed total assets at the end of 1997 
standing at AUD 274 million, which is an increase of 
AUD 68 million over the 1996 figure. Deposits and other 
liabilities grew from AUD 154 million in 1996 to AUD 
220 million in 1997. 

The Bank continues to develop its Australian operations 
and is planning to establish a new branch in Melbourne, 
Victoria in 1998. 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG was established in February 
1987 in Vienna and commenced its operations in May the 
same year. Arab Bank (Austriai AG is an independent 
Austrian bank with an unrestricted licence to perform all 
banking activities out of any location within the European 
Union. It provides a wide range of" services to individuals, 
corporate and institutional clients, government agencies 
and other international financial institutions. 

One of its key missions is to develop the Group's 
relationships with Eastern Europe and Russia. For several 
years now it has been offering services to our customers 
such as the financing of trade, information on investment 
opportunities and the introduction of appropriate partners 
in that area. 

Compared to the previous year the Bank's balance sheet 
reflected an overall growth in activity, profits and 
reserves. Deposits from customers increased by 13.2% to 
reach ATS 1.1 billion, and total loans increased to ATS 

253.3 million from ATS SS.5 million. 

Arab Bank AG. Frankfurt 

Arab Bank AG. a wholly owned subsidiary of .Arab Bank 
Group, commenced operations in 1993 with a full 
commercial banking licence. Accordingly. Arab Bank AG 
plays a significant role in promoting Arab-German trade 
and economic cooperation. It provides its customers with 
a wide range of banking services, including investments 
and treasury products. 

Given its location in Frankfurt where the European 
Central Bank will start its operations later in 1998. the 
German subsidiary is actively preparing for the Euro 
Conversion scheduled to commence on January 1, 1999. 

In 1997 the Bank made a total profit before tax of DEM 

2.3 million. Total assets grew by DEM 182 million to 
DEM 724 million. The total balance sheet including 
contra accounts rose to DEM 1.390 million, which is an 
increase of DEM 528 million over 1996. Total capital 
funds of Arab Bank AG amount to DEM 9S.0 million. 

The Bank primarily offers its services to German 
corporations dealing with the Arab world. In 1997 
relationships with major German project engineering and 
constnictioh companies doing business in the "Middle East 
were’ expanded, substantially. Correspondent banking 
relationships were further developed with banks in Arab 
countries and in other areas, primarily in Turkey. The 
service capabilities include letters of credit, money- 
markets and foreign exchange dealings. 

Arab Bank Maroc 

In 1975, in accordance with the Moroccan nationalisation 
law, the branches of Arab Bank in Morocco were 
transferred into Arab Bank Maroc, a limited liability 
company. On an equal basis. Banque CentraJe Populaire 
and Arab Bank Pic held the share capital of the company. 
In 1997, with the liberalisation of the financial market in 
Morocco. Arab Bank bought back the share of its 
Moroccan partner. Arab Bank Maroc has eight branches, 
and provides its customers with a wide range of 
commercial and private banking activities. 

The Bank achieved good financial results in 1997. Total 
assets increased by 2% to reach MAD 2.114.0 million 
from MAD 2,073.2 million in the previous year. Income 
before tax reached MAD |Q.5 million compared to MAD 


1.8 million -in the previous year. The growth represented 
483.3%. ...... 

It is expected that the Bank will participate in linking 
North African, countries with the network of Arab Bank 
Gronp. Most importantly, the Bank is planning to play a 
more active role in serving its customers as well as in 
developing the Moroccan economy. 

The Bank's strategic plans are linked with those of Arab 
Bank Group. A major expansion covering the main cities 
in Morocco is targeted for 1998. 

Arab Tunisian Bank 

Arab Tunisian Bank was incorporated in 1982. It is a 
leading private commercial bank, playing a crucial role in 
the development of Tunisia's national economy. The 
Bank offers well-established local and international 
services through its 29 branch domestic network and 7 
affiliated companies. ^ 

The performance achieved during 3997 confirms that 
.Arab Tunisian Bank has taken a new step in the 
progression towards its corporate goals. The Bank's 
business grew steadily in 1997 and produced strong 
results across the main activities. The balance sheet 
growth has been further strengthened passing from TND 

776.3 million in 1996 to TND 796.5 million in 1997. 
recording an increase of 2.6%'. Gross income grew from 
TND 16.1 million to TND 19.0 million in 1997 which 
represents 18.0%. Net income increased in 1997 to TND 

8.3 million representing an increase of 12.2% over the 
previous year. 

In addition to its strong financial performance, the Bank 
has upgraded its information technology to shift the 
priority from back office to top management. To achieve 
the new goal, two ambitious programmes were initiated. 
First, the existing management information systems were 
overhauled with the assistance of a well-known 
international consultancy firm. Second, a document 
management system, designed to improve the information 
flow’ and the control of electronic files, was installed- 


Arab Palestinian Investment B ank 
Arab Palestinian Investment Bank obtained its license 
from the Palestinian authorities on March 17, 1997. The 
capital of the Bank amounts to USD 20 million, owned by 
Arab Bank Pic - 55%, International Finance Corporation 
(IFC) - 25%, Deutsche Investitions -und 

EmwickJungsgesellschaft mbH (DEG) - 15%. and 
Enterprise Investment Company (EICj - 5%. 

Recruitment of qualified personnel was the first task of 
(Re "Batik’s management. T( nbw has the main core - of 
young qualified personnel in the fields of ' project 
financings h treasury services, and. investment, advisory 
sen-ices. 

The Bank focused its activities during 1997 on project 
financing. The total value of committed loans reached 
USD 8 million of projects amounting to approximately 
USD 30 million. The Bank’s loan portfolio is distributed 
in the economic sectors with the following breakdown: 
industry 41%. tourism and services 52% and agriculture 
7%. 

Customers' deposits amounted at year-end to USD 1.2 
million. The minimum accepted deposits are USD 10,000 
for a period of not less than one month. During its first 
year of operation, the Bank was able to achieve a small 
positive amount of income of USD 1 1 .400. 

The Bank will continue its efforts to fill a significant gap 
in providing medium- and long-term funds for investment 
projects in Palestine. It is studying new services and 
products to be introduced io its clients in the near future. 


ARAB BANK PLC GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENDA 


First : Annual Ordinary General Assembly. 

1. Presentation and adoption of the Minutes of the previous 67th meeting of the General Assembly. 

2. Presentation of the report of the Board of Directors for the year 1 997 and outlook for 1 998. 

3. Presentation of the Auditors' Report on the financial statements of the Bank for the financial year 1 997. 

4. Presentation and approval of the financial statements of the Bank for the year 1997 and adoption of 

the recommendation of the Board of Directors to distribute a dividend for the year 1997 at the rare of 
JOD 4.0 per share, being 40% of the nominal value of JOD 10 per share. j 

5. Release of the members of the Board of Directors from liability' for the year 1 997. 

6. Election of the a new Board of Directors for a four-year term starting from the date of election. 

7. Election of the Bank’s Auditors for the year 1998 and determination of their remuneration. 

8. Other issues. 

Second : Extraordinary General Assembly 

1. a) Amendment of .Article no.(6) of the Bank's Charter of Association and By-Laws to read as 

follows: ** The company capital is composed of JOD 88.000,000 divided into 8,800,000 shares of 
nominal value of JOD 10 per share” 

b) The accomplishment of the capital increase of JOD 44,000,000 by transferring the amount to 
capital from voluntary' reserve. 

c) The distribution of the new’ 4,400,000 shares to the shareholders of the General Assembly in 
accordance with the regulation of the Jordanian Security and Exchange Commission no. (2) of J997. 

d) Dividends will be payable on the income of the period starting January 1, 1998. 

2. To approve the purchase of the remaining 50% of the shareholders' equity in Arab Bank Maroc from 

Banque Centrale Populaire, thus increasing the shareholding of Arab Bank Pic to 100%. 
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Balance Sheet as of 31 December 1997 and 1996 


Assets 

1997 

1996 


US$ (’000) 

US$ COOO) 

Cash and due from banks 

3 664 933 

4 272 371 

Funds with central banks 

1 974 840 

1 750 741 

Government securities 

1 049 930 

912 919 

Trading securities 

181 990 

165 970 

Loans and advances (Net) 

7 578 519 

6 829 633 

Long-term investments (Net) 

1 733 118 

1 534 317 

Fixed assets (Net) 

141 621 

98 699 

. •..IfcSe'l- ' 1 L> "v*-> ■ r. 

Other assets - *.■ . 

483 433 

338 799 

Total Assets 

16 808 384 

15 903 449 

Customers* liability on guarantees, letters of 
credit and other contingencies 

5 694 439 

4 883 187 

Total 

22 502 823 

20 786 636 


Income Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1997 and 1996 



1997 

1996 


US$ COOO) 

US$C000) 

Interest income 

1 244 34S 

1 252 857 

Commission income 

1 1 1 536 

1 1 1 807 

Less: Interest expense 

811 998 

834 214 

Commission expense 

3 854 

4 483 

Net interest and commission 

540 032 

525 967 

Less : Provision for doubtful debts and 



investments 

45 S70 

51 580 

Net interest and commission after provision 

494 162 

474 387 

Plus : Foreign exchange trading 

25 624 

25 518 

Other income 

57 726 

41 507 


577 512 

541 412 

Less : General and administrative expenses 

2S2 311 

268 065 

Net income before tax 

295 201 

273 347 

Income tax 

74 429 

75 529 

Net income 

220 772 

197 818 

Appropriation:- 

Net income 

220 772 

197 818 

Retained earnings brought forward 

483 

5 763 

Total 

221 255 

203 581 

To statutory reserve 

766 

852 

To voluntary. reserve 

39 4S9 

39 606 

To general reserve 

114 861 

96 844 

To reserves with associated companies 

31 367 

33 559 

Proposed cash dividends 

32 474 

32 159 

Directors' remunerations 

78 

78 

Retained Earnings Carried Forward 

2 220 

483 

Total appropriation 

221255 

203 581 


Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 


1997 


199* 


| 

US$C000) 

US$ ('000) 

Customer deposits 

10 414 932 

9 680 749 

Bank deposits 

3 2C i 194 

3 303 474 

Borrowed funds 

1036 

24 060 

Cash margin 

711322 

598 104 

Provisions 

347079 

369 660 

Proposed dividends and remunerations 

32152 

32 237 

Other liabilities 

522 25 

492 706 

Total Liabilities 

15 237 40 

14 500 990 

Shareholders’ Equity 

Capital 

84 8)7 

84 897 

Statutory reserve 

79 532 

78 766 

Voluntary reserve 

258 32 

218 836 

General reserve 

853 483 

738 626 

Reserves with associated companies 

343 234, 

311867 


.^-,483, 

T Otal } -sn 1 VVir - 7.-V ■ 

1 621 695 \ 

i 433” 475 

Translation adjustments , 

(50 751) " 

(31016) 

Total Shareholders’ Equity ' 

1 570 944 

1 402 459 

Total liabilities and Shareholders’Equity 

16 808 384 

15 903 449 

GuaranteesJetters of credit and other \ 



contingencies \ 

5 694 439 

4 883 187 

Total 

22 502 823 

20 786 636 ; 


Sister, Subsidiary & Associated Companies 


Arab Bank 1 

Percentage of 
Ownership 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) -Zurich , Geneva 

100% 

Arab Bank Australia -Sydney 

100% 

Arab Bank ( Austria) AG -Vienna 

100% 

Arab Bank AG - F rankf urt/Germany 

100% ", 

Arab Bank Maroc-Morocco 

100% 

Islamic International Arab Bank 

100% 

Finance, Accountancy, Mohassaba S.A 

1 100% 

Arab Tunisian Bank-Tunis 

64% 

Arab Palestinian Investment Bank, Palestine «« 

Oman Arab Bank-Oman 

49% 

Arab National Bank-Saudi Arabia 

40% 

Arabia Insurance co., Lebanon 

37% 

Egyption Financial Group For Portofolio ma&gment 3W \ 

Commercial Building Co,, Lebanon 

1 i 

s ; 30% 


o ~J W » -KUWl • 

Amman ( 6 ) 638161. Ramallah ( 2 ) 998 2400. BahrSn ( 97 ^ mw 
Frankfurt (69) 242590. London (171) 315 8500. New Vk (712) 715 9700 
Pans 01 45 61 60 00, Singapore (65) 533 0055, Sydnw (^ 9377 o™ ’ 
Vienna (1)5134240, Zurich ( 1 ) 265 71 u ' ^ ®° 0, 
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Balance Sheet as of 31 December 1997 and 1996 



i •.< ■ 1 

1997 

1996 


- ' . V ■' 1 



Assets 

i .■ i ‘ 

JD('OOO) 

JD (’000) 




Cash and due from banks 

. * . fi 

Funds with central bank^f 

I fi 


Government securities 


Trading securities 


Loans and advances (Tjiet) 


Long-term investments (Net) 
Fixed assets (Net) 7 
Other assets l 


Total Assets - - - 


Customers’ libility.on guarantees, letters 
of credit and other contingencies 


2 704 365 
1 334 142 


719186 
27 872 
4 672 390 


927 516 
81 362 
294 242 


10761075 


3 628 620 


14389695 


3 247 036 
1 205 416 


715 993 
23 989 
4 163 339 
727 654 
56 620 
198 088 
10 338 135 


3 143 859 


13 481 994 


Income Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1997 and 1996 



Interest income 
Commission income 
Less: Interest expense 

Commission expense 
Net interest and commission 
Less : Provision for doubtful debts and 
investments 

Net interest and Commission after 

provision 

Plus foreign exchange trading 
Other income 

Less: General and administrative 
expenses 

Net in come before tax 

Income tax 


JD('000) 


733 202 
63 799 
505 949 
2155 

288 897 

25 268 

263 629 
10 764 

36 446 
310 839 

165 192 
145 647 

37 992 


JD (’000) 


745 458 
61 711 
525 462 
2 538 

279 169 

28 715 

250 454 
12 090 
27 303 
289 847 

153 697 
136 150 
40 495 


1997 

Liabilities and Shareholders' Equity JD ('000) 


Customer deposits 6 759 994 

Bank deposits 2 371 558 

Borrowed funds 9 683 


Cash margin 488 766 

Provisions 141 610 

Proposed dividends and remunerations 17 655 

Other liabilities 25 1 809 

Total Liabilities 10 041 075 

Capital 44 000 

Statutory reserve 44 000 

Voluntary reserve 170 000 

General reserve 462 000 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 720 000 

Total Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 10 761 075 
Guarantees, letters of credit and other contingencies 3 628 620 


Total 14 389695 


Cash Flow Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1997 and 1996 


1997 


JD('OOO) 


835 810 
(498 701) 
(154 320) 


Cash flow from operating activities 


Interest and commission received 

Interest and commission paid 

General and administrative expenses paid 

Net cash provided from (used in) operations 

before changes in assets and liabilities 

(Increase) decrease in assets: 

Loans and advances 

Trading securities 

Other assets 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities: 

Customer deposits 

Bank deposits 


Cash margin 
Other liabilities 

Net cash provided from (used in ) operations before 

income tax 

Income tax paid 

Net cash provided from (used in) operations 

Cash flow from investing activities : 

(Purchase ) sale of fixed assets 

(Purchase) sale of investments securities 


182 789 

(532 087) 
(3 883) 
(87 753) 

363 418 
(100 894 


76 323 
(5 899) 

(107 986 ) 
(40 495) 
(148 481 ) 

(35 614) 
(201 621) 


1996 
JD (’000) 


6 396 576 
2 472 452 
17 064 


412 443 
146 645 
17 655 
245 300 
9 708 135 
44 000 
44 000 
142 000 
400 000 
630 000 
10 338 135 
3 143 S59 


13481 994 


JD (’000 


807 837 
(525 866) 
(143 776) 

138 195 

(476 372) 
618 
(64 956) 

599 238 
286 484 
41 640 
65 854 

590 701 
(30 649) 
560 052 

(14 385) 
(171 837) 


Net income 

107 655 

95 655 

(Purchase) sale of government securities 

(3 193) 

(48 128) 

Appropriation: 



Net cash provided from (used in ) investing activities 
Cash flow from financing activities : 

(240 428.) 

(234 350) 

To voluntary reserve 

28 000 

26 000 

Borrowed funds from Central Banks 

(7 381) 

(4 389) 


To general reserve 


Proposed cash dividends 
Directors'’ remunerations 

Total Appropriation: .. 


17 600 

55 

107:655 


52 


17 600 

55_ 

95 655 


Net cash provided from (used in ) financing activities 

Net increase (decrease ) in cash 

Cash and cash equivalent at beginning of year 
Cash and cash equivalent at end of year 


655 


(25 036) 
(413 945) 
4 452 452 
4 038 507 


(15 4ro) 


(19 844) 
_ 3.Q5...85..8 
4 146 594 
4 452 452 


Conversion rales of foreign currencies against the Jordanian Dinar for consolidation purposes 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Cyprus Pound 
French Franc 
Greek Drachma 


Italian Lire 
Korean Won 


Lebanese Pound 


End 1997 


.532 


.741 


8439 


398480 
2 480.160 
1995430 


2 153-070 


End 1996 


0532 


0663 


7388 

348398 

2156800 


1 190320 


2 188320 


Currency 


Pound Sterlin 


Qatari Riyal 


Spanish Peseta 
UA E. Dirham 
U5DolIar 


Yemeni Riyal 


End 1997 End 1996 


0850 


5.130 


213800 


5.180 

1410 


184330 


0834 


5.130 


185.098 


5.180 

1410 


178.940 
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Balance Sheet of Jordan Branches as of 31 December 1997 and 1996 



1997 

1996 

Assets 

JD 

JD 


M Cash and due from Banks 


I 038 932 072 


1 030 234 727 


Ifjl Funds with Central Bank of Jordan 


782 240 464 


757 623 426 


Liabilities & Shareholders’ Equity 

Customers’ Deposits 
Banks' Deposits 
Borrowed Funds 


Cash Margins 


Government Securities 


31 631 408 


29 511 698 


Loans and Advances (Net) 


820 528 970 


829 219 254 


Marketable Securities (Net) 


56 129 749 


31 034 659 


Fixed Assets (Net) 


19 550 313 


19 376 449 


Other Assets 


1 1 1 737 929 


14 364 751 


Total 


2 860 750 905 2 711 364 964 


Provisions 

Other Liabilities 

Total Liabilities 

Ca pital 

Statutory Reserve 

Voluntary Reserve 

General Reserve 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 

Total Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 


1997 

JP 

2 259 619 826 
204 401 633 
129 960 
162 688 913 
19 446 945 
95 901 070 
2 742 188 347 
44 000 000 
8 441 527 
44 000 000 
22 121 031 
118 562 558 
2 860 750 905 


1996 v 

JD :\ 

2 134 612 967 
239 211 888 
89.720 
134 333 797 
27 046 857 
81 394 738 
2 616 689 967 
44 000 000 
8 441 527 
34 179 265 
8 054 205 
94 674 997 
2 711 364 964 


Profit and Loss Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1997 and 1996 


Cash Flow Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1997 and 1996 


j Revenue 

Interest income <■ 

Commission income 
Less: 

Interest expense 

Commi s sion expense 

Net interest & Commission 
Plus: 

Income from: 

Securities Portfolio 

Foreign Exchange Trading 

Other income 

Increase in the provisions for loans & advances 

Less: 

Provisions for Loans & Advances 

Provisions for Share Losses 

Loan losses 

General and Administrative Expenses 

Amortisation of International Islamic Arab Bank fees 

Income Before Tax 

Income Tax 

Net income 

Appropriations 

L - - - — 

To Voluntary Reserve 

To General Reserve 

To Universities Fees 

To Provision for Scientific Research 

Profit Transfered to H.O. 

Total 


1997 

JP 

199 606 261 
J8 689 470 


1996 

JP 

192 480 200 
17 444S02 



141 137 489 
369 318 
76 788 924 


128 253 653 
327 346 

81 344 003 


765 407 
1 912 192 

1 945 344 

2 102 732 


878 089 

1 686 S67 

2 076 945 


1 500 000 
292 549 
41 823 519 
3 250 000 

36 648 531 
(.16 188 000 ) 
20 460 531 


2 500 000 
4 000 000 
307 603 
36 649 112 


42 529 189 
20 277 305 
“22 251 “ 884 


S 505 S3 8 


3 S87 561 
366 4S5 
366 485 
15 840 000 

20 460531 


425 292 
425 292 
12 S95 462 
22 251 884 


Cash flow from operating activities 

Interest and commission received ■ 

Interest and income paid • 

General and administrative expenses paid 

Cash flow from (used in) operations 

before changes in assets and liabilities 

(Increase) decrease in assets 

Loans and advances 

Other assets 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities 

Current and demand deposits 

Savings and time deposits 

Bank deposits 

Cash margin 

Other liabilities 

Other provisions 

Net cash flow from ( used in ) operations before tax 

Income taxes paid 

Net cash flow from (used in) operations activities 

Cash flow from investing activities 

(Purchase) of fixed assets . 

(Purchase) of investment securities 

Sale of government securities 

Dividends received 

Net cash flow from (used in ) investming activi ties 

Cash flow from financing activities: 

Borrowed funds from Central Bank of Jordan 

Profit transfered to H.O. 

Voluntary Reserve 

General Re sene ~ 

Net cash flow from (used in) financing activities 
Net increase (decrease ) in cash 
Cash and due from banks at beginning of the year 
Cash and due from banks at end of the year 


2i9 305 766 
(141 522 851) 
(43 045 950.) 


212974275 
(125 633 611) 
(35 004 873) 


34 736 965 52 335 791 


10 500 467 
(94 393 940) 


(20 269 004) 
6 056 793 


24 023 955 
100 982 904 
(34 810 255) 
28 355 116 
11 578 475 
(425 292) 
80 548 395 
(24 095 590) 
56 452 805 


(49 751 840) 
130 134 758 
42 334 880 
9 053 799 
13 684 382 
(S28 570) 
182 750 989 
(17 813 860) 
164 937 129 


(2 327 356) 
(26 595 090) 
(2 119 710) 
75S 956 
(30 283 200 ) 


(2 835 904) 
(10 352 900) 
2 287 530 
835 639 
(10 065 635 ) 


40 240 
(12 895 462) 
9 820 735 
10 179 265 
7 144 778 


(19 758) 


(19 788 ) 


33 314 383 154 851 706 ) 

1 787 858 153 1 633 006 447 


1 821 172 536 1 787 858 153 




To the Shareholders of Arab Bank Pic 
Amman - Jordan 


We have audited the accompanying balance sheet of Arab Bank Pic ■ a Jordanian Public Shareholding Limited Company) as of 31 December 1997 and 1996 and the related statements of inc . 

vpnrv ihi»n miHpH The«* financial stntrmpnK nrp fhp n'*nnn>»ihilitv nK tbp Rank's manacprr'f'nt Dnr rp-»nonvih«Iitv is fn m — *i c - » . . s or income and cash flows for the 


years then ended. These financial statement* are the responsibility of the Banks management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit We hT u aw 
information and explanations which to the be>t of our knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit. ' e nave Obtained the 

We conducted our audit in accordance with the International Standards on Auditing. Those Standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance as to whether the f 

free of materia! misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes asse«inc rh inancia l statements are 

m assessing me accounting principles used 


and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statements presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion & m g P nnci P‘es used 

The Bank maintains proper accounting records which are in agreement with the accompanying financial statements and with the financial information included in the Board of Directors’ Retjort 
In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Arab Bank Pic as of 3 1 December 1997 and 1996 and the results of T 1 
for the years then ended in accordance with International Accounting Siandards. and we recommend thai the General Assembly approve these financial statements. 1 * °P eral,0QS ^ its cash flows 


Amman - Jordan 
24 January 1998 


Saba & Co. 
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ARAB BANK BRANCHES, SISTER, SUBSIDIARY AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


ARAB BANK Pic. 


General Management 
. P.O. Box 950544 & 950545 
Shmeisani 
Amman 11195 
Tel. 5607231,5607115 
Fax. 5606793, 5606830 

King Faisal SL, Amman 
P.O. Box 8 & 68 
Amman U118 
Tel. 4638161-9 
Fax. 4637082 

Shmeisani, Amman 
P.O. Box 950546 
Amman If 195 
Tel. 5607231.5607115 
Fax. 5670564 

Jabal Amman, Amman 
P.O. Box 2711 
Amman 11181 
Tel. 4629479. 4629835 
Fax. 4655812 

Jabal Hnssein, Amman 
P.O. Box 8348 
Amman J 1 121 
TeL 4640237, 4614247 
Fax. 4649337 

AhHati - Amman 

P.O. Box 926607 
Amman 11110 
Tel. 462727 1 -3 
Fax. 4649305 

fifth Circle, Amman 
P.O. Box 141 107 & 141 108 
Amman 1 1814 
Tel. 5526870 
Fax. 5536874 

Hanlwit j Amman 

P.O. Box 720 
Amman 11953 
TeL 5535922 
Fax. 5536923 

Jabal Lnvrabdeh, Amman 

P.O. Box 9105 
Amman 11191 
TeL 4638673. 4649295 
Fax. 4649296 - 

Mnhatta Amman . 

P-O. Box 6904 

Ann&an. Til JS v- - 

ttL 4651375-7 . . 

Faxi 4651773 : . t 

Marks, Amman 
P.O. Box 15450 
Amman 11134 
Tel. 891008/9 
Fax. 886570 

Wabdat, Amman 

P.O. Box! 6067 & 620945 
Amman 11152 
Tel. 771 122/3 
Fax. 744572 

Wadi Seer, Amman 
P.O. Box 140025 
Amman 11814 
Tel. 859311 
Fax. 823671 

Abn Alan da. Amman 

P.O. Box 351 

.Amman 1 1592 

Tel. 41 61 45 1/2 

Fax. 4162161 _ 

Sn well eh, Amman 

P.O. Box 175 
Amman 11910 
Tel. 841626 
Fax. 831 105 

Jobeiba, Amman 
P.O. Box 15 
Amman 11941 
TeL 832180 
Fax. 832181 

Sahab (Industrial City) 

P.O. Box 4 
Sahab 11512 
Tel. 4022 1 07 
Fax.4022762 

Irbld 

P.O. Box 16 
lrbid 21110 
Tel. 242251/2. 244513 
Fax. 2775% 

Russeifa 

P.O. Box 351 
Russeifa J37I0 
TeL 951168 
Fax. 951662 

Salt 

P.O. Box 658 
Salt 191 10 

TeL 554935-7 
Fax. 553247 

Deir Alla 

P.O. Box 138 

Deir Alla 18210 • • 

Td. 573138 
Fax. 573137 

Zerica 

P.O. Box 145 
Zerkal3110 
TeL 983381/2 
Fax. 994522 

Taffleh 
P.O. Box 147 
Tafileh66110 
TeL 343534/5 
Fax. 343536 


Jerasb 
P.O. Box 109 
J crash 261 10 

TeL 6351583/5 
Fax. 63526S5 

Mafraq 
-P.O. Box 296 
Mafraq 25110 
TeL 623 1697 
Fax. 6232895 

Madaba- 
P.O. Box 586 
Madaba 171 10 
TeL 545536-7 
Fax. 541783 

Ma'an 

P.O. Box 133 

Ma'an 711 11 

TeL 2131740/3 

Fax. 2132569 ‘ 

Wadi Moss < 

P.O. Box 50 / 

Wadi Musa 71810 I 

TeL 2156802-3 ! 

Fax. 2156804 

Karsk 

P.O. Box 94 ; 

Karak61110 i 

TeL 351253/4, 353461 ! 
Fax. 353462 


Aqaba 

P.O. Box 37 • 
Aqaba 771 10 
TeL 2013545-7 
Fax. 2013447 


Quraysh Street, Amman 
P.O. Box 6760 
Amman 11118 
TeL 4651888 
Fax. 4654141 

i 

Muhajereen Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 6760 j, 

Amman 11118 " ; 

Tef 749871-2 > 

Fax. 749873 . - /'f : 

Kbreibet El-Saq OQafce, 

Amman 

P.O. Box 351 j 

Amman 1 1592 ' 

TeL 41 27650 , 

Fax. 4127673 

Abdoon Office, Amman 

>:o. Box 141 107/S 

. Amman i 1814 

-Tel. 5922030/1 
Fax. 5922032 

Mecca Street Office . Amman 

P.O. Box 141108 

Amman 11814 

TeL 5525053 

Fax. 5525691 j 

Suwaifeyya Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 141108 / 

Amman 11814 l 

TeL 818667 r 

Fax. 818273 i 

Intercontinental Hotel Office, 
Amman J 

P.O. Box 27! 1 ' 

Amman 11181 J 

TeL 4644134 ; 

Fax. 4649106 ^ 

Rainbow Street Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 2711 J 

Amman 11181 / 

TeL 4613715/6’ j 

Fax. 4613717 


Hitmen Camp Office (Scbnilkr) 

P.O. Box 15450 

Amman I] 134 

TeL 885533, 896280 

Fax. 896280 

Queen Alia Airport Office 
P.O. Box 950546 
Amman 11195 
Tel. 445 1 204. 445 1707 
Fax. 4451204 


Wadi Saqra Street G 

Amman 

P.O. Box27U.Jribal. 
Amman 11181 ' 

TeL 4617361/2 
Fax. 4617363 


A1 Hussein Camjj Office, 
Amman f 

P.O. Box 8348 ! 

Amman 1 1 121 j 
TeL 4614891/2 
Fax. .46 14893 j 

A1 Nozba Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 8348 , 

Amman 1 1 121 
Tel. 5687945/6 f 
Fax. 5687947 


King Hussein's Sports City 
Office, 

Amman 
P.O. Box 8348 
Amman 1 1 121- 
Tel. 5 157952 
Fax. 5157953 

Tareq Mnnicip dity Office, 
Amman 

P.O. Box 8348 
Amman l i 12 J 
Tel. 50541 21 

Fax. 5052143 

- -■ 

Jabal AIiNasn Office’ .- :■ . 
.jp.Oi Box' 6904 
' MahaaaT1118 
Tel. 491 8272-3 
Fax 4918274 j 

Jabal Al-TqJ Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 6904 
Amman 11118 
TeL 750806/7 
Fax. 750808 

Nra-rh HiuliWi OfBn*, Amman 

P.O.Box 69041 
Amman llilSr 
Tel -4918 
Fax.' , 4918163 


Al-Baq'a Office 
P.O. Box 146 
Al-Baq'a 19381 
Tel. 725741/2 
Fax. 725742 

Applied Sciences University 
Office 

P.O. Box. 175 
Amman 1 1910 
Tel. 5232213 
Fax. 5232501 

Fnheis Office, Fuheis 
P.O. Box 55 
Fuheis 191 S3 
TeL 720658/9 
Fax. 720741 

Khalda Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 175 
Amman 1 1910 
Tel. 830651/2 
Fax. 830653 

City Terminal Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 140025 

Amman ] 1814 

Tel. 857681 
Fax. 859618 

A1 Isra' University Office 

Wadi Seer 

P.O. Box 140025, 

Amman I1S14 
Tel. 591556 
Fax. 591557 

Jordan University for Women 
Office, 

Amman 

P.O. Box 140025 
Amman 11814 
TeL 712881/2 
Fax. 712883 

Marj AJ-Hamam Office, 
Amman 

-P.Or Box-M0tH5 - ' 

Amman ll’8i.4/ ■■;...■■ ; . . . 

-Teir7t4S6l — 

Fax. 712751 . • 

Al Ashrafieh Office, Amman 

P.O. Box 16067 
Amman 11152 
TeL 746891 -2 
Fax. 746893 

Madaba Street Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 16067 
Amman 11152 
Tel. 746801/5 
Fax. 746817 

Ras Al Ain Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 16067 
Amman 11152 
TeL 746791/2 
Fax. 746793 

! Yarmonk Street Office, Amman 
I P.O. Box 16067 
Amman 1 1 152 
Tel. 748771-2 
Fax. 748773 

Al Huso Office, Al Husn - 
P.O. Box 16 
hbid 21110 
TeL 210701 
Fax 210702 

Eidoun Office, lrbid 
P.O.Box 16 ■ • 

lrbid 21110 
Tel. 278145-6 
Fax. 278147 

Fatastin St. Office, lrbid 
P.O. Box 16 
lrbid 21110 
Tel. 279496-7 
Fax. 279499 

Hakama Office, lrbid 
P.O. Box 16 
lrbid 21110 
TeL 7408 140/1 
Fax. 7408142 

Ramtba Office, Ramtha 
P.O. Box 16 
lrbid 21 110 
Tel. 282761-2 
Fax. 282763 

Ajloan Office, Ajloan 
P.O. Box 168 
Ajloun 26S10 
TeL 6420750 

-Petra Office, Petra 

P.O. Box 50 : ■ 

Wadi Musa 71810 
. TeL 2156435-6 
Fax. 2156438 

Awajan Office, Rn&seifa 
P.O. Box 351 
Russeifa 13710 
Td. 3651474 
Fax. 3651475 

Yajonz Office, Russeifa 
P.O. Box 35! 

Russeifa 13710 
Td. 952814/5 
Fax. 952819 


) Al Hussein District Office, 

Zerka 

P.O. Box 145 
Zerka 131 10 
TeL 996191-2 
Fax. 996193 

Soak Al Kbodar Aljadeed Office 
(Sahab) 

P.0. Box 351 
Amman 11592 
TeL 4127360 
Fax 4127365 

Mnqablein Office, Amman 
P.O. 16067 
Amman 11152 
Td. 4392760 
Fax 4392761 

Marka Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 15450 
Marka 1 1 134 
TeL 874491-2 
Fax 874493 

Ghuweirieh Office, Zerka 
P.O. Box 145 
Zerka 13110 
TeL 9974S1-2 
Fax. 997483 

King Tatal SL Office, Zerka 
P.O. Box 145 
Zerka 13110 
TeL 900940-1 
Fax. 900942 

Wadi Seer Industrial Area 
Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 140025 
Amman 1 1814 
Td. 862693-4 
Fax. 827428 

Taybit Zaman Office, Wadi 
Musa 

P.O. Box 50 
Wadi Musa 71810 
Tel. 2150123-4 
Fax. 2150125 

Madaba Office 
P.O. Box 586 
Has hi mi Street 
Madaba 17110 
TeL 543917 
Fax 543917 

Wadi Al Nasr Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 6904 
Amman 11118 
• TeL 4910101 
- Fax.-49 10052. 

Madinah Street Office 
P.O. Box 270, Tla’AI Ali 
Amman ,i 1953 
TeL 5531634-5 
Fax. 847625 

Hashmi Street Office 
P.O. Box 6760 
Amman 11118 
Tel. 4654961-2 
Fax. 4654963 

South Shuneh Office 
P.O. Box 138 
Deir Alla 18210 
Tel. 571711-2 
Fax 571713 

Hai Nazzal Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 16067 
Amman 11152 
Td. 4380121/2 
Fax 4380123 

AJ-Quetsmeb Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 35 1 
Amman 11592 
Tel. 766801/2 
Fax 766803 

Al-Rabiyah Office. Amman 
P.O.Box 141107 
‘Amman 1 1814 
Tel. 5514041/2 
Fax 5514043 

AI-Ahliyya Amman University 

Office, Amman 

P.O. Box 292, Al-Saro/Salt 

TeL 836141-2 

Fax 836143 

Jordan University Str. Office. 
Amman 

P.O. Box 8348, Jabal Hussein 
Amman 11121 
Td. 5602990.5602168 
Fax. 5601909 

Safeway-7th Circle 
Officeykmman 
P.O. Box 140025 
Amman 1 1814 
Td. 822901/2 
Fax. 822966 

Hash emit University Office, 

Zerka 

P.0. Box 145 
Zeifca.13110 
Tel. 91 6661/2 
Fax. 916663 

Palestine 

Regional 

Management-Ramallab 
West Bank 1 

P.O. Box 1476 
Td. 9982400 

Fax. 9982444 j 

Ramattah - Al- Manors 
West Bank ' 

P.O. Box 1487 1 

Tel. 9954822-3 

Rix. 9954824 1 


Ra mullah - AI-Balad 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 1481 
Td. 9986480 
Fax. 99864SS 

, Bethlehem 
West Bank 

P.O. Box 537 

Td. 64700SD-5 
Fax. 6470088 

Nablus 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 38 
TeL 382340-5 
Fax. 382351 

Hebron 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 601 
Tel. 992 6410-1 
Fax 9926418 

Jenin 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 204 
Tel 436280-h 
Fax 436 2SS 

Jericho 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 152 
TeL 9921310-15 
Fax. 9921318-9 

Tulkarm 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 270 
Tel. 676630-7 
Fax 676638 

Qalqiliah 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 111 
Td. 942710 
Fax 942718 

Al-Bireh 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 373 1 
Tel. 99595S1 
Fax 9959588 

Bethany 
West Bank 

P.O. Box 100 

TeL 746671 
Fax 746677 

Gaza 
Gaza Strip 
P.O.Box 91 
Td. 866288 
Fax 820704 

Rimal-Gaza 
P.O.Box 1 158 
Gaza Strip 
Tel. 824729 
Fax 824719 

Khan Yoonis 
P.O. Box 91 
Td. S54775 
Fax. 854745 

United Arab Emirates 

Abu Dhabi 
P.O. Box 875 
Tel. 274111 
Fax. 272433 

Alain-Abu Dhabi 
P.O. Box 1212 
Tel. 64 1 328. 641 368 
Fax. 664913 

Dubai 

P.O. Box 11364 
Td. 228845 
Fax. 285974 

Deira -Dubai 
P.O. Box 1650 
Tel. 221231 
Fax. 233749 

Sharjah 
P.O. Box 130 
Tel. 353994-5 
Fax. 357182 

Ras Alkhaimah 
P.O. Box 4972 
Td. 228437-8 

Fax. 222337 

Ajman 
P.O. Box 17 
Tel. 42243 1 
Fax. 426871 

Fujairah 
P.O. Box 300 
Td. 222050 
Fax. 224024 

Bahrain 

Offshore Banking Unit. Manama 
P.O. Box 813 
Td. 226303 
Fax. 224475 

Minima 

P.O. Box 395 
Tel. 229988 
Fax. 210443 


Qndaibtya 
P.O. Box 2425 
Tel. 25843S 
Fax. 271266 

Muharraq * Manama 
P.O. Box 22295 
Tel. 343655 
Fax. 34 3584 

Lebanon 

Beirut 
Riad Sohl Su 
P.O. Box 11-1015 
Tel. 9S01 53-4.980246-49 
Fax. 980803.980299 

Ras Beirut, Beirut 
P.O. Box 11-5187 
Td. 340630. 348484 - 6 
Fax. 341685 

Mazra 1 a, Beirut 
P.O. Box 11-1525 
Td. 65496 M 
Fax 654960 

Verdun, Beirut 
P.O. Box 14-5285 
Tel. 810005. 802653 
Fax. 86065 1 

Dora, Bd rut 
P.O. Box 80640 
Tel. 2403 17-1 8 
Fax. 240316 

Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 
TeL 430111-3.430120-4 
Fax. 433033 

Zahreih. Tripoli 

P.O. Box 379 
Td. 434720-2 
Fax. 434723 

Mina, Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 
Td. 602364 
Fax. 6009S2 

Saida 

P.O. Box 199 
Td. 72 1482, 725923 
Fax. 721482 

Chtoura 
P.O. Box 199 
Td. 542402. 542415 
Fax. 542415 


Doha 

P.O.Box 172 
Td. 437979 
Fax. 410774 

Alsadd Su Doha 
P.O. Box 3058 
Tel. 426555-9 
Fax. 447218 


Cairo 

P.O. Box 2006 
TeL 5746399 
Fax. 5746165 

Heliopolis, Cairo 
P.O. Box 2352 
Tel. 4173611-3 
Fax. 2906064 

Ei-Mohandesseen, Cairo 
P.O. Box 68 
Td. 3029405 
Fax. 3029065 

10th of Ramadan 
P.O. Box 1057 
Tel. 367014-5 
Fax. 367016 

Nasr City 
P.O. Box 75U6 
Td. 2729051-53 
Fax. 2729050 

Alexandria 
P.O. Box 2435 
Tel. 4846S57. 4S46850 
Fax. 4820558 

Yemen Republic 

Sana’a 

P.O. Box 475 & 1301 
Tel. 276584-93 
Fax. 276583 

Hodeida 
P.O. Box 3812 
TeL 239166-7 
Fax. 21 J557 

Taiz 

P.O. Box 5234 
Tel. 231523-5 
Fax. 212347 

Aden 

P.O. Box 5 130 
Tel. 242099. 240043 
Fax. 242098 

Ibb 

P.O. Box 304 
Tel. 408368-70 
Fax. 408367 


Al-Mukala 
P.O. Box 8833 
Tel. 354454-6 
Fax. 354003 


Rome 

00187 Rome 
P.O. Box 745 
Tel. 69940479-81 
Fax. 6795601 


Madrid 

CP de la castellana. 

No. 31 -5 
28046 Madrid 
Td. 3084290 
Fax. 3086482-4 

MarbeUa Office 

Avda. Ramon Y. Cajal. 

No. 17. L.8 

EdjfirioZEA 

29600 Marbdla- Malaga 

Td. 2826688 

Fax. 2824605 

Valencia 
C/Colon No. 13 
46004 Valencia 
Td 3513777 
Fax 3512980 

Singapore 

Singapore 
80 Raffles Place 
UOB Plaza 2 
Singapore >48624 
Td. 5330055 
Fax. 5322150 


Paris 

B.P.319 

75365 Paris Cedex 08 
TeL I -4561 6000 
Fax. 1 -42890978 

Cannes 

45-47 La Croisette 
06400 Cannes 
Td. 4-93380 1 01 
Fax. 4-93995939 

Cyprus 

Area Office 
Nicosia 
P.O. Box 5700 
Tel. 7671 II 
Fax. 760890 

Nicosia 
P.O. Box 5650 
Tel. 767 111 
Fax. 767741 

Larnaca 
P.O. Box 855 
TeL 625200 
Fax. 625087 

Paphos 
P.O. Box 540 
Td. 243363 
Fax. 244018 

Limassol 
P.O. Box 3433 
Td. 38 1678 
Fax. 381682 


Seoul 

C.P.O. Box 1331 
Tel. 3 179000 
Fax. 7570124 

United Kingdom 

City Branch, London 
P.O. Box 138 
London EC2R 6LP 
TeL 3158500 
Fax. 6007620 

Park Lane, London 
P.O. Box 4NE 
London W1Y 3AD 
Tel. 4081505 
Fax. 3554350 

Kensington High Street. 
London 

P.O. Box 153 
London W8 7SD 
Tel. 9373547-9 
Fax. 6002617 

United States of America 

New York 
25 Madison Avenue 
Tel. 7159700 
Fax. 5934632 


Athens 

P.O. Box 30357 
Tel. 36131 13 
Fax. 3613140 


REPRESENTATIVE 

OFFICES 

Chile 

Santiago de Chile 
Apoquindo 3000, Oficina 1601 
Los Condes 
Td. 2342608-9 
Fax. 2344745 

China 

Beijing 

Unit 1 1/1 1 Office Twoer 2 
Henderson Centre 
18-Jinnguo Menvkai Dajie 
Tel: 65 1 82858-63 
Fax. 651S2358 

■<hqnfha j 

Unite 1803 

ShangahaiTrade Square 
128 Si Ping Road 
TeL 65077737-38 
Fax. 65072776 

SISTER INSTITUTIONS, 
SUBSIDIARIES & 
AFFILIATES 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) 

Ltd. 

Zorich 
P.O.Box 5281 
CH - 8022 Zurich 
Td. 2657111 
Fax. 2657330 

Geneva 
P.O. Box 1096 
CH- 1211 Geneva 1 
TeL 715121 1 
Fax. 7322460 

Finance Accountancy 

Mohassaba S A. 

Geneva 
P.O. Box 1506 
2. rue Thai hers 
CH - 121 1 Geneva 1 
Td. 9083000 
Fax. 7387229 

Islamic International Arab 
Bank 

P.O. Box 925802 
Amman 11110 
Td. 5694901 • 

Fax. 5694914 

Arab Bank Australia Ltd. 
Sydney Main Office 
P.O. Box N645 
200 George Street 
Level 9 

Sydney NSW 2000 
Tel. 93778900 
Fax. 92215428 

Arab Bank (Austria l AG 

Vienna 
P.O. Box 100 
A - 1015 Vienna 
Td. 5 1 54240 
Fax. 5 1 342409 

Arab Bank AG 

Frankfurt 

P.O.Box 100127 

D - 60001 Frankfurt am Main 

Neue Mainzer Str. 57 Germany 

Tel. 242590 

Fax. 235471 

Arab Bank Maroc 

General Management, 
Casablanca 
P.O. Box 13810 
Tel. 223152. 275912 
Fax. 200233. 275823 

Arab Tunisian Bank 

General Management, Tunis 

P.O. Box 520 

Tunis 1001 

Tel. 349736 

Fax. 343008 

Arab Palestinian Investment 
Bank 

P.O. Box 1268 
RamaJlah 
Palestine 
TeL 9987126-7 
Fax. 9987125 

Oman Arab Bonk SA.O. 

Head Office and Ruwi 
Main Branch 
P.O. Box 2010. Ruwi 
1 12 Ruwi 
TeL 706265-6 

Fax. 797736 

Arab National Bank 
General Management. 

Riyadh 

P.O. Box 56921 
Riyadh 11564 
Tel. 4029000 
Fax. 4027747 

Arabia Insurance Co_ 

Lebanon 
Lebanon -Beirut 
P.O. Box 11-2172 
TeL 363610 
Fax, 365139 
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The Boundaries of Destiny 


Mapping Oslo and the future of the Jewish people 


Following is the first part of an essay by Marc H. Ellis 
for the 50th anniversay of the State of Israel 


IN DECEMBER of 1997. just months before the official 
celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of Israel's indepen- 
dence. I boarded a plane for Germany. This was my fifth 
trip to Germany and my third lecture tour of that country. 
As a Jew. each time I travel to Germany I feel the intensi- 
ty of its history. Usually my visits last 10 days and by then 
I am drained and wanting to leave for home. Because of 
the Holocaust and the historical propensity toward vio- 
lence, at least in Germany’s modern appearance as a state, 
many of those who guide my tours and who talk to me 
about their own family's involvement during the Nazi 
years seem almost paralysed with fear. 1 have never been 
to a country where the most thoughtful citizens had a fear 
of their own state, their fellow citizens, and perhaps even 
of themselves. The recent reunification of Germany is a 
case in point. What many in the world celebrate is also 
feared as the beginning of a new era where the sins of the 
past might be forgotten and repeated. 

My first substantive meeting in Germany came in 1986. 
Dunne my travel 1 spent several days with a small group 
of Christians associated with Pas Chris ti who had dedicat- 
ed their lives to remembrance of the Holocaust and atone- 
ment for what their own people had done to Jews. It was 
an amazing time for me. as I had sought contact with Ger- 
mans to see if the deep, almost unimaginable wound 
brought forth in the Holocaust could be healed. We spoke 
for days without once changing the subject from these hor- 
rible years and without excusing, explaining away, or in 
any way minimising German responsibility for the Holo- 
caust. It was the first time I had contact with Germans 
who consciously live in the shadow of the Holocaust as a 
judgement on German history. 

On my second trip to Germany in 1 990, 1 was invited to 
introduce my book. Toward a Jewish Theology of Libera- 
tion. which had been published in the U.S. in 1987. I had 
discussed the central themes of this book with the Pax 
Christi group in my earlier visit; the question of remem- 
brance and the need to apply its lessons to the present was 
received well by the group. I specifically raised the ques- 
tion of the use of Jewish power after the Holocaust, espe- 
cially in relation to Israel and the Palestinians. 

Our discussions, as did the book itself, predated the 
Palestinian uprising, which started in December 1987 and 
became a full-fledged revolt in 1988. Still, the occupation 
of Palestine had already taken on a permanence over two 
decades, with no abatement in sight and. while the brutal- 
ity seen on television screens around the world during the 
early days of the uprising were not yet broadcast, the pat- 
terns of the Israeli state and their consequences on Jewish 
history were already becoming evident. If on the first visit 
to Germany I left with a feeling of dread, as if the cries of 
the Holocaust victims continue unanswered. I left the sec- 
ond time with a sense that the dead, while remaining as 
witnesses, were becoming more distant. 

The cries of the Jewish dead were no longer alone and 
the tears of the Palestinian mothers, whose young sons 7 
visited in the hospitals and graveyards, were also present 
to me. In Germany there was little need to remind me that 
the scope and ferocity of the assault on Jews was quantita- 
tively and qualitatively different than that which the Pales- 
tinians were suffering today. 

But the connection between the two was of a different 
another order I had to ask if the victims of the Holocaust 
would sanction what was happening to the Palestinians or, 
as relevant, whether I, as heir to that generation of victims 
and to Jewish history, could sanction their dislocation, 
beating and death. 

When 1 left Germany this time, my sensibility, which in 
my earlier visit had placed an emphasis on the past to 
address the present, was shifting to view the past from the 
conte mporary situation. I discussed the Jewish dead, but I 
could feel that the Palestinian dead were becoming as 
important to me as a person and as a Jew. 

In Germany, and I felt this even more keenly in my sub- 
sequent visit in 1996, Jews were largely seen as dead and 
in need of commemoration. For me. however, the over- 
whelming sense of my people as living — as thriving and, 
in the case of Palestinians, abusing others — came to the 
fore. Between my visits in 1987 and 1996. of course, much 
had happened, the uprising had come and gone, to be 
replaced by the Oslo process initiated in 1993. 

The possibility of a common and ordinary life lived by 
Jews and Palestinians in some kind of equality was intro- 
duced. at least symbolically, by the famous handshake on 
the White House lawn and dashed by the assassinarion of 
Yilzhak Rabin less than two years later. What would have 
happened if Rabin had lived or Peres had won the political 
battle to succeed Rabin we do not know. But by the lime 
I travelled to Germany in December of 1997, the map of 
Oslo was clear. The hope of a just and equitable peace was 
vanquished; so too the building of mutual respect neces- 
sary to pursue such a path. Even the possibility of a sepa- 
ration of Jews and Palestinians in two states was no longer 
tenable. More and more land was within the control of 
Israel and therefore less land was available for a Palestin- 
ian state. The resources that Palestinians needed for iheir 
own independence were alj to be utilised and controlled by 
Israel and the settlements, with their military, economic, 
and transportation infrastructure, made a mockery of any 
real independence for Palestinians. 

As I boarded the plane for Germany in December, l won- 
dered what I would experience this time. The 50th 
anniversary of the liberation of the death camps was 
behind us and now the 50th anniversary of Israel was 
ahead. The First anniversary had been commemorated as 
it should have been, but the anniversary’ ahead was sup- 
posed to be a celebration. With the situation in the Middle 
East as it was. and with the map of Oslo becoming more 
definitive and ominous, would such a celebration actually 
take place? Could we celebrate what appeared to be a per- 
manent displacement of the Palestinian people by a state 
that claimed as its moral and political basis the suffering 
in Jewish history culminating in the Holocaust? Could the 
map of Oslo define the boundaries of the Jewish state and. 
even more important, the boundaries of Jewish destiny? 
With such a map. how would the victims of the Holocaust 
be remembered? 

Recently. Daniel Goidhagen, the Holocaust historian, 
had been in Germany reminding Germans that it was their 
“eliminationist anti-Semitism" that had brought about the 
destruction of Jewish life in Europe. Would he listen to a 
similar lecture by a Palestinian who accused Jews of pur- 
suing a course of “eliminationist anti-Palestinianism”? 

On the day of my departure. I picked up several newspa- 
pers for reading on the trans- Atlantic flight. Pondering 
my travel schedule. I browsed these papers and came 
across an article in the Financial Times titled “Sharon 
Plans West Bank Security Ring.” 

Ariel Sharon, of course, is well-known as a right-wing 


Likud Party member. He has held a variety of government 
posts over the years and is famous for his hawkish views 
on the Israeli military presence in the Middle East and his 
negative views on Palestinians and Arabs in general. A 
prime architect of the invasion of Lebanon under the gov- 
ernment of Menachem Begin in the 1980s. Sharon is now 
minister of infrastructure under Prime Minister 
Netanyahu. 

What struck me as I looked at the article was the map 
which accompanied it. as it illustrated the title of the arti- 
cle in a vivid and shocking way. Though the map is of 
Israel and the West Bank, the focus and detail relates to the 
West Bank and Sharon’s vision of a final settlement with 
the Palestinians. The West Bank is outlined in dark 
colours with the proposed areas of Palestinian control in 
white. The dark within the West Bank is to be controlled 
by Israel. 

Two elements stand out immediately. First, the security 
zones to be controlled by Israel; 20 kilometres to the west 
of the Jordan Riven 10 kilometres from the pre- 1967 bor- 
ders of Israel to Palestinian controlled land. These zones 
spread the length of Israel and the Palestinian areas and 
are to insure military security from attack by Palestinians 
into Israel and prevent a consolidation of these Palestinian 
areas with Jordan. 

Second, the areas to be controlled by Palestinians; these 
are found within and sandwiched between the Israeli secu- 
rity zones and are divided between north and south 
through Israeli control of Jerusalem. With the security 
zones and the divided Palestinian centres. Palestinian 
autonomy is thus limited in the most fundamental geo- 
graphic and political ways. In this map. at least. Palestin- 
ian autonomy resembles more an apartheid Bantustan-like 
existence than any resemblance to a state. Above the arti- 
cle l jotted notes as to the meaning of this map. at least the 
nature of its implications. For it became clear to me that 
if the pre- 1967 Israel part of the map was detailed as to 
Israeli control and the presence of Palestinians, a similar 
pattern would be discernible. 

Within the pre- 1967 borders of Israel is the remnant of 
the original Palestinian presence before the establishment 
of the state, a population that now numbers close to a mil- 
lion Arabs. They loo have a certain auronomy within 
Israel defined as a second-class citizenship. If the differ- 
ence between autonomy within the West Bank and second- 
class citizenship within Israel is for the moment bracket- 
ed, then the map shows a continuous pattern of Israeli con- 
trol and Palestinian life lived within the borders of a Jew- 
ish state. In fact, just as the Palestinians within the pre- 
1967 borders of Israel are pan of a remnant population 
displaced and expelled in the formation of Israel, so too is 
the Palestinian population of the West Bank a remnant 
population. For if there are almost three million Palestini- 
ans in these “autonomous" areas, there are several million 
more Palestinians who are forced to live outside Israel and 
the West Bank and Gaza. Thus Sharon's map charts the 
areas where these two remnant populations will live for 
the foreseeable future. Yet as important as the borders 
Sharon draws for the Palestinians are the borders he draws 
for TsraeT. '' 


present, the victims of the Holocaust demanding an 
accounting, the Holocaust making a moral claim on the 
present. During this time, however, the past receded as if 
the claims of the victims for an accounting and a morality 
were too distant to be heard. Israel was caught up with 
itself, as if it was on its own and therefore responsible for 
its actions without any claims to history. The victims of 
the Holocaust cried out for an accounting on their own 
without any reference to contemporaiy Jewry or the state 
of Israel, and Israel itself could no longer call for support 
of its policies from any other vantage point than the poli- 
cies themselves. Even the stories and concerns of Ger- 
mans about their own history' including the possibility 
of a revival of anti-semitism — seemed less about the 
past than the contradictions in German society experi- 
enced today. 1 realised that the Holocaust could be used 
by Germans, just as it has been by Jews, to deny the fact 
that contemporary problems had to be dealt with within 
their own framework. 

One day a friend brought me to the exhibition of models 
that were being considered for the Holocaust memorial in 
Berlin, a project that continues to stir tremendous contro- 
versy. One model stood out. The memorial consisted of 
beige walls placed at angles to each other with places to 
walk between the walls, some light landscaping, and 
Hebrew lettering on parts of the walls. The Hebrew starts 
at odd places on the walls and also fades at certain- points, 
as if you are entering through language a world that is end- 
ing. * Though there are many intensions and possible 
interpretations of such a proposed memorial, what struck 
me is the trace-like vision the architect invoked. 

We remember this world, the world of the Jews of 
Europe, where Hebrew was already becoming part of the 
past for most Jews, but nonetheless defined aspects of 
their existence whether they were religious or secular in 
their outlook. The proposed memorial saw the world of 
European Jewry present only as a reminder that their 
world had come to an end. European Jewry was now past, 
at least the history that had evolved over the last thousand 
years, and the Hebrew that they spoke or once spoke, the 
Hebrew images they evoked in liturgy and art, were also 
part of the past. 

The map of Israel — that is the future of the Jewish 
state — and the memorial commemorating the lost world 
of European Jewry forced me to the conclusion that we 
have come to an end of Jewish history as we have known 
and inherited it. 

Jerusalem remembered in prayers. Hebrew chanted in 
liturgy, the ethical and moral compass of Jewish history, 
even* the ability of Jewish intellectuals to think through the 
issues of the day. happened somewhere else in time, meant 
something else, was possible elsewhere, but not here, now, 
in the present. Jerusalem had moved from a place of 
redemption to a place of violence, and Hebrew, once the 
language of the poor, the suffering, and those who strug- 
gled for dignity and justice, had become the language of 
the conqueror and the state. More often than not, Jewish 
intellectuals are now those who legitimise rather than cri- 


i whom Oz had tremendous respect, was Yitzhalc.Rabzn, in 
his last years a supporter of the Oslo process, anfso Rabin 
and Oz could be seen within.thls opposition to tile imposi- 
tion of unjust power. Yet here we come up short. Could 
r», u/hn sirnnorts the “divorce of Jews and Palestinians 


cique injustice and if they do critique injustice, it is typi- 
cally the lnjustice of another' group of .sfatej^ffierTEaiTor 


Oz; who supports the ‘’divorce” of lews and Pdestinian, 
on political and cultural grounds, be the prophetic counter 
; to Sharon, who also supports the same i^bcies, albeit in a 
; more extreme and territorial way? Could Rabm who mi- 
: tiated the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians tn 1948 and con- 

tinued that policy in myriad ways through the years,. be the 

orophetic counter to Sharon, who also participated in the 
‘ same policies? Even the last years of Rabm are suspect 
in this regard, for his, map of Israel at its 50th anniversary 

•is scrprisingly.-similar to Sharon s map. >■ 

Both Rabin and Sharon and this is true of Oz as well 
— accept the permanent displacement of Palestinians and 
!the remnant PaJestin ran populations as acceptable within 
! second-class citizenship and autonomous zones. If this is 
what Jewish destiny, is as it unfolds, if the struggle 
between power and the prophetic is narrowed to this sen- 
sibility, then one wonders about the future of the Jewish 
people. If the map of Israel, with minor differences agreed 
to by Sharon and Rabin (and for that matter Netanyahu 
and Peace Now), remains for the next hundred years as it 
p S today, then the future is indeed bleak. What it means is 
that the prophetic has narrowed to a dispute within the 
accepted framework of victory and subjugation, and the 
prophetic becomes a matter’ of political affiliation and 
rhetoric rather than- substantive critique. It also means that 
the fate of the “other.” the one that has been treated unjust- 
ly. is peripheral to the discussion between power and the 
prophet, as if the victims do not exist, as if the Palestini- 
ans have no intrinsic dignity and rights, as if they have no 
legitimate grievances against - the Jewish people, as if they 
have no claim upon Jews and Jewish history. For Jews this 
“non-existence” of the Palestinians is startling and trans- 
formative of the very tradition itself, for it means that the 
prophetic has assimilated to power and that the discussion 
revolves around the extent and projection of that power. 

The reversal is, that at least in the modern period, the 
Jewish prophetic tradition was extended as much to the 
“other” as it was to Jews themselves. In a matter of 
decades, the great European tradition of concern and activ- 
ity on behalf of the oppressed has been transformed to the 
point where the “other” effectively does not exist at all. 
Another way of perceiving this shift is to note that Jews 
had concern for the oppressed when they were themselves 
oppressed and powerless; a vision of shared, interdepen- 
dent empowerment was" born in these circumstances. 
When Jews have power and responsibility, those on the 
other side of that equation disappear, become nuisances 
and ' Obstacles just as Jews were previously thought to be. 

This suggests the most obvious point; that the Jewish tra- 
dition does not simply unfold with predestined positions 
of die powerful and the prophetic, but is contextual and 
ordinary, mirroring peoples and states that have their own 
particular histories and traditions. Here the history of the 

Jev/s unfolds' in' a different way. Jewish'sthtehood, Oftnore 
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Looking at the map the reality is clear and devastating 
from an ethical and historical perspective: in 50 years 
Israel has conquered all of historical Palestine and, 
because it is unable or unwilling to expel the remnants 
of the defeated Palestinians, creates areas for this 
population to live, albeit in a seriously restricted 

manner. 


In his mind the state of Israel is now expanded to the Jor- 
dan River. The autonomous areas of Palestinians within 
and outside the pre- 1 9 67 borders of hrael are now within 
the expanded boundary of the Israeli state. Sharon's map 
represents a permanent occupation of the West Bank and. 
as a final settlement with the Palestinian leadership, 
legalises the occupation as the new borders of Israel. In 
that sense Sharon envisions the permanence of his map as 
the end of the occupation of the West Bank. In short. 
Sharon ends the occupation by making the occupation pan 
of state policy, thus legalising what has been declared ille- 
gal by most international political bodies. 

To understand the situation I wrote the following note to 
myself: “Palestinians (Jerusalem. West Bank and Gaza — 
though Gaza is not discussed here the implications are 
obvious) within an expanded Israel just as Palestinians 
within the pre- 1967 borders of Israel but without citizen- 
ship.” 

Looking at the map the reality is clear and devastating 
from an ethical and historical perspective: in 50 years 


Israel has conquered all of historical Palestine and. 


because it is unable or unwilling to expel the remnants of 
the defeated Palestinians, creates areas for this population 
to live, albeit in a seriously restricted manner. The obvi- 
ous possibilities of either a Palestinian state with a shared 
Jerusalem or an integration of Jewish and Palestinian com- 
munities, two viable alternatives to this policy of an 
expanded Israeli state, have been rejected. Yet even more 
devastating than the proposed map by Sharon is the inabil- 
ity to dismiss die map as a vision of a right-wing zealoL 
one unlikely to ever move from fantasy to reality. In fact. 
Sharon's map is the map of Israel, is the map of Palestin- 
ian existence, as both stand today. To counter Sharon’s 
map is to move from reality to an alternative vision, to 
reverse the process which has already taken shape. 

Sharon's map is not a right-wing version of a greater 
Israel; it is Israel as it has come to be on the 50th anniver- 
sary of the state. As certain, and equally as devastating, is 
the realisation that many progressive Jews, including those 
in Peace Now, could agree to this map if it was done 
peacefully and with the acquiescence of the Palestinian 
authorities. With minor adjustments and debating point 
nourishes, Sharon's map is essentially the consensus map 
of Israel for the 21st century. 


At the end of Jewish history 


My stay in Germany was haunted by these realisations, 
and the stories I heard about the Nazi past were filtered 
through this disturbing present. In fact a reversal took hold 
of me in this journey. In my previous trips to Germany, 
(be past dominated or at least vied with the present: there 
evolved a dialectical relationship between the past and 


Jewish power and the Jewish state. 

What is the road ahead? How do we define Jewishness 
at the 50th anniversary of Israel? Does the map of Israel 
define the boundaries of Jewish life? When the attempt to 
reduce the dissonance between the Jewish past and present 
can no longer be carried out, when the rituals and pro- 
nouncements of Jewish leaders either avoid criticism of 
what has become an expanded Israel or actively conspire 
to enforce the final dispossession of Palestinians, how is 
Jewish history to be carried on? In short, how do we live 
at the end of Jewish history as we have known and inher- 
ited it? 

These are personal and communal questions of great 
import. For an entire history, one that stretches back mil- 
lennia. is being radically challenged and changed. In 
some ways, certain parts of Jew ish history are coming to 
rhe fore — nationalism, militarism and chauvinism, for 
example. These are hardly unknown in Jewish history, so 
some may see a continuity. The application by religious 
and political leaders of certain Biblical precepts to the 
conquest of the land demonstrates this continuity to those 
who see history, or specifically Jewish history, as bounded 
by the Bible. Unfortunately, this sensibility defines Jewish 
history and life within almost a genetic inheritance, as if 
the narration of Biblical stories defines the parameters of 
Jewish thought and action. 

Jews and the Jewish community are thus defined before- 
hand. as if their destiny has been determined at the begin- 
ning, once and for all. That elements of Jewish life^are 
contained in the Biblical narrative and. of course, in the 
rabbinical commentaries, is beyond question. That they 
remain part of Jewish life in the present is also true. But 
to apply these elements to the contemporary map of Israel 
is to make a fundamental error, for it is to sec history as 
predetermined, to see the ancient scribes, at least as they 
recalled and interpreted their history, as foretelling the 
structures of Jewish life forever, as if they knew Jewish 
life would continue on for thousands of years, as if they 
wrote and questioned with the future in mind,’ as if they 
anticipated modernity and politics and the history of the 
Jew * m Europe, as if they knew of the European Jewish 
settlements destined to become Israel, as if they anticipat- 
ed the political career of Ariel Sharon. In this scenario 
those who oppose the map of Israel as it has evolved are 
prophets, sharing the same outlook and propensities as the 
ancient prophets portrayed in scripture. 

If one aspect of Jewish destiny is the land and violence, 
another aspect is that there w ill be Jews who speak to the 
questioner justice with regard to power, including Jewish 
power. The opposite of Sharon, for example a person such 
as Amos Oz. w’ill appear, and the two sides of the tradition 
will, as they have in the past, vie for supremacy. Perhaps 
the counter to Sharon in the political realm, a 'person for 


space that includes people other than Jews, is alinost 
unknown in Jewish history, and. when known, of short 
duration. 

Certainly in die common era, that is most of Jewish his- 
tory, and certainly the history that contemporary Jews 
inherit, power over others is unknown in any organised 
and independent way.. Prophetic thought was internal to 
the Jewish world and extended outward to the surrounding 
society and world as critical and transformative ideas and 
action. That the Jewish state has narrowed the idea of the 
prophetic is, with hindsight, clear, but its inclusion in the 
international nation-state system, a system that seems sta- 
ble and capable of enduring into the foreseeable future, 
means that the narrowing is permanent and that main- 
stream Jewish culture and thought will be placed in ser- 
vice to that state. Or at least the boundaries of Jewish cul- 
ture and thought will be shadowed by the state. Diaspora 
Jewish thought, religious and secular, that has formed 
what we know today as Judaism and Jewish life, will 
either be drawn to, mythicise, or ignore-Israel. What Jew- 
ish re ligious or secular thought today considers at a deep 
level the ramifications of these new boundaries? 

Since these boundaries have been erected in our time, 
and scnce Jewish critical thought has already noticeably 
atrophied, can we expect that critical thought will once 
again reappear? Just the opposite is probable: since the 
boundaries of religiosity, thought and the state have coa- 
lesced* in our time, when many diaspora and anti-statist 
eleme nts of Jewish history and tradition remained strong, 
the victory of the state and hence the - weakening and 
defeat of these counter elements will likely accelerate in 
the near future. Already several generations have been 
born who do not know of Jewish life without Israel, whose 
sense of Jewishness is bound up with Israel and who could 
not imagine life without iL 

Since both power and the prophetic have been reorient- 
ed, these themes within the tradition are either unknown, 
rejected, or seen as foreign. This process can” only contin- 
ue wath time. Paradoxically, Jewish visibility has 
increased with this new orientation and will continue to do 
so in die future. What follows, however, is the dimin ution 
of die internal life of Jews and the Jewish community or 
an increased emphasis on internalisation that strengthens 
itself precisely to keep the haunting images of injustice at 

At the 50th anniversaiy of Israel, increased pride and 
assertiveness is accompanied by the collapse of sincere 
and ethical probing on the central question facing the Jew- 
ish peo ple: the creation of a permanent Palestinian diaspo- 
ra outside of an expanded Israel and a permanent remnant 
population within it. For every other issue, of course, the 
ethical can be debated and refined and often is, but the 
central question is hardly uttered. 

The continuity of Jewish life needs to be asserted end- 
lessly because of the discontinuity at its very, centre. Thus 
the return to the rabbinic, to the Talmud, to iituipes and ID 
the mysipcal Kabbalah, so prevalent among Orthodox and 
progressive Jews. The words of justice having been omit- 
ted or spoken by these theologians and movements, they 
move on toward an integrated, meaningful Jewish, life. 

The map of Oslo, the maps of Sharon and Rabin. 
Netanyahu and Peace Now, the borders of Israel at its fifr 
em anniversary are either promoted, accepted, or lament' 

. llfe Soes on. Israel is supported, tolerated, of 
placed cm the periphery. Still its borders help define the 
,M ? ^I uture - w e now know it is possible 
I? Jci ^? sb and progressive renewal at 

the sam.= time that the ghettoisation of the Palestinian lS 
made permanent. 


The writer is an American Jewish professor of theolog}'- 
He contributed this essay to the JordanTimes. ~ 
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Foreign Policy magazine, published by; the 
Carnegie Endowment For International 
Peace, ashed eight Arabists to grade US. 
President Bill Clinton. Following is the 
essay written by Professor Fawaz Gorges on 
the Middle East and published in the maga- 
zine’s winter 1997-1998 edition. ' ■' ' 

TESTIFYING BEFORE Congress in; 1996, 
farmer Secretary of State James Baker decried 
•President .Clinton’s ‘'failure of leadership” in 
the Middle EasL And he had'eveiy right to be 
annoyed. The political’ landscape that fclinton 
inherited from former Preskka&t 1 George Bush 
had held considerable promise; The ‘interna- 
tional coalition assembled bjy Buffi hadTiberat- 
- ed Kuwait and defeated Ir^i Presidfent Sad- 
dam Hussein. Responding^tb’ Arab ah'd Third 
World criticism of America's double-standard 
towards Israel, Bush 'md “Baker had' success- 
fully browbeaten the then-Likud government 
Of Prime Minister 'Yitzhak Shamir to partici- 
pate in the 1991- Madrid peace ^conference and 
taken a hardline stance against building new 
'settlements in the occupied Palestinian territo- 
ries. They also pursued a oou-inflaramatory 
approach toward Iran that showed 'promise of 
reducing tensions. In short; with the elimina- 
tion of the Soviet Union, t the United States 
enjoyed unrivalled hegemony in; 2 he Middle 
East Both its detractors and-. supporters were 
looking to it for leadership. >• A 

Five years later, anti- American -.sentiment in 
the Arab World is on the risei, the peace process 
is in tatters, and attempts to isolate Iran and 
Iraq have backfired miserably. Bailing a fun- 
damental shift in U.S. policy towards the Mid- 
dle East, the Clinton administration would 
likely, be remembered for. missing an historic 
opportunity to shape the. dynamics of one of 
die world’s most strategic ..regions. This 
involves advancing the Arab- Israeli peace 
process, helping reduce simmering internal 
tensions, and reclaiming America's moral and 
political authority in the yes- of Middle East- 
erners. The most immediate explanation for 
this unravelling, is the lack- of presidential 
engagement in the making of.U.S. policy. Clin- 
ton- has focused mainly on -low politics and 
internal issues and.,has essentially delegated 
foreign policy formulation. to a select team of 
aides. Hi$i politics,, including the Middle East 
is clearly not Clinton's, passion. The president 
has invested little ..physical, capital in building 
up die gains made by his predecessor. 

More than any other .recent president, Clin- 
ton appears to condudforeign policy on an ad 
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domestic constituencies. Many moderate 
Israelis and American Jewish leaders have 
exhorted Clinton to pressure both Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, and even Israeli President 
Ezer Weizman has urged Secretary Albright to 
“bang [their] heads together.” Clinton has been 
reluctant to' do so, apparently fearing the hard- 
line Likud lobby — whose leadership seems to 
have seized the initiative at the expense of 
mainstream pro-Israel groups — would 
mobilise substantial resistance in Congress and 
the media, complicating political life further 
for himself and the Democrats. 

. . .despite the charges of 
some of America’s 
hardline critics, Clinton 
has refrained from 
confronting Prime 
Minister Netanyahu lest 
he alienate the powerful 
Likud lobby in the United 
States. 

Consequently, Clinton has not been forceful 
in nudging Arabs and Israelis to make the nec- 
essary concessions. This passive stance 
worked as long as Arabs and Israelis shared a 
common understanding on the prerequisites 
for reconciliation — the Jand-f or- peace formu- 
la. But when the hardliners in both camps 
gained momentum and negotiations reached a 
stalemate since the summer of 1996. Clinton 
needed to take personal charge to salvage the 
peace process from final collapse. Presidential 
intervention is ciucial to breaking the deadlock 
when regional conditions are most polarised 
and the two sides are intransigent about peace- 
ful change. 

However, despite the charges of some of 
America's haidline ^critics; Clinton has 
refrained from confronting Prime Minister 
Netanyahu lest he alienate the powerful Likud 
lobby in the United States. To his credit, the 
president dispatched former Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, to . the area numerous 
times and has himself visited the region twice 
— - actions that have reaffirmed his commit- 
ment to a comprehensive peace. Clinton took a. 
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political risk back in 1996 when, one month 
before the national election, he hastily bro- 
kered an Arafat-Netanyahu summit at the 
White House thai could have degenerated into 
a public relations disaster. But such efforts 
have been the exception, not the rule. Not only 
has Qinton largely delegated policymaking to 
a select team of aides, but his administration 
has been reluctant to take risks and propose its 
own ideas and initiatives to break the deadlock. 

The White House’s policy towards Iran has 
also been the victim of domestic politics. In 
1993, the Clinton administration enunciated a 
“dual containment” policy designed to over- 
throw Hussein in Iraq and reform the regime in 
Iran. Although the White House sought to cur- 
tail investment in Iran, it had no intention of 
completely barring U.S. commerce with the 
Islamic republic. In fact, .American companies 
were earning tidy profits by purchasing about 
700,000 barrels of Iranian oil per day for sale 
in the overseas market. But following the 
republican sweep of Congress in 1994, Senator 
Alfonse D’Ajpato took over as chairman of the 
Banking Committee and pledged to hold hear- 
ings publicising the extent of American trade 
with Iran. Facing potential embarrassment, the 
White House caved in and issued two execu- 
tive orders banning all U.S. investment and 
trade with Tehran. 

With these executive orders, Clinton had 
hoped to head off a sweeping sanctions bill 
that would impose harsh penalties on any for- 
eign company that invested S40 million or 
more in Iran’s oil and natural gas industries. 
But with a spate of terrorist incidents and a 
presidential election only months away, Clin- 
ton signed the legislation and all but embraced 
it as his own. In addition to being costly to the 
United States, these measures have caused 
friction with America’s European allies, dis- 
putes with China and Russia, and deep concern 
among some Gulf states — all without success 
in isolating Iran. 

Little wonder Middle Easterners view Clin- 
ton as more sensitive to domestic politics than 
any previous U.S. president. Arab and Iranian 
commentators often portray him as “the most 
pro-Israel in the history of this country.” 
Among Israelis, the new catch phrase is “being 
more pro-Israel than necessary.” In April 1996. 
Arab public opinion was outraged over Wash- 
' ington’s perceived collusion with Israel’s foray 
‘into Lebanon, an attack that resulted in more 
’ than 100 casualties. Expressing the sentiments 
of many people, the leading Arab poet Nazar 
Qabbani cried; “Does every American leader 
who dreams of winning tije presidency have to 


kill u$ — we the Arabs?” 

Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Gulf, and other 
Arab leaders feel that Clinton has abandoned 
all U.S. previous policy' pillars of the past, par- 
ticularly Washington’s previously announced 
even-handedness and sensitivity to Arab con- 
cerns, in favour of a “total commitment” to Tel 
Aviv. As Rabbani put it; 

Why doesn't America behave justly? 

Why does it use double standards, and speak 
with two voices? 

Why does America wear two masks in the 
Middle East? 

Ironically, most Arab leaders were delighted 
when Clinton got reelected to a second terra. 
They hoped that the president, freed from elec- 
toral constraints. w r ould reaffirm U.S. steadfast 
commitment to the formula of exchanging ter- 
ritories for peace. However, Arabs, perhaps 
especially those anxious for an end to the con- 
flict, have become disillusioned with the Clin- 
ton administration for its timidity as well as for 
wavering on the core issues dividing Arabs and 
Israelis, such as settlements. 


tainment. Moreover, the president must 
become more involved in the peace negotia- 
tions and devise an even-handed, imaginative 
blueprint that bridges the gap between the 
Arabs and Israel. The collapse of the peace 
process would likely spill over into the Persian 
Gulf theatre, affecting U.S. vital interests such 
as Western access to oil and ongoing attempts 
to stem the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

It is worth remembering that the two highest 
inflationary periods in the United States in the 
past 50 years occurred in 1973-1974, as a 
result of the Arab oil embargo, and in 1979- 
1 980 after the outbreak of the Iranian revolu- 
tion and subsequent increase in oil prices. One 
of the major factors behind the unprecedented 
economic boom in the United States today is 
inexpensive Persian Gulf oil. Any shock in oil 
prices would automatically translate into high- 
er unemployment, interest rates, and inflation. 
Thus it behooves the Clinton administration to 
keep the lid on Arab-Israeli hostilities. 

In the past, the United States has chalked up 


In order to avoid deepening the cleavages already 
present between the United States and its allies in 
Europe, the Gulf states, and Japan, Clinton needs to 
initiate a serious dialogue with them on the wisdom 

of dual containment. 


In the Gulf oil monarchies, rulers are feeling 
“edgy” about this lack of attention, believing 
that Bush had a better grasp of Gulf security 
and its importance to U.S. interests. Although 
Gulfies are divided on what to do with Iraq, 
many believe that U.S.-led sanctions have dev- 
astated Iraq society and have radicalised inter- 
nal Islamist opposition groups, particularly in 
Saudi Arabia. A sense of revenge has taken 
hold among Iraqis who blame Gulf neighbours 
for hardships. In Arab eyes, the United States 
seems more likely a ruthless hegemony bent on 
punishing unruly Arabs. Little wonder that the 
Gulf ruling elite fears that U.S. sanctions are 
sowing the seeds for imenial instability and 
future war in the area. 

A reassessment of U.S. policy is urgently 
needed. In order to avoid deepening the cleav- 
ages already present between the United States 
and its allies in Europe, the Gulf states, and 
Japan, Clinton needs to initiate a serious dia- 
logue with them on .the wisdom of dual ,con- 
■ 1 ..., yii ./lx ngicd? Luc unolc isl.. 
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a series of noteworthy successes in the Middle 
East, from the Camp David accords and the 
formation of a multinational force to drive 
Saddam Hussein from Kuwait, to the Madrid 
peace conferenbe. But these successes have 
hinged upon America’s role as an honest bro- 
ker. intent on upholding international law and 
reconciling its policies with concern for human 
rights and justice. When the United States fails 
to act as a good faith partner, all the resources 
that it can bring to bear have little discemable 
impact upon the status quo. Clinton must 
realise that Middle Eastern aspirations are not 
incompatible with American objectives. 

The writer holds the Christian A. Johnson 
chair in international affairs and Middle East 
studies at Sarah Lawrence College in the US., 
and is the author of American and Political 
Islam: Clash of Cultures or Clash of Interests? 
which will be released by Cambridge Univer- 
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By PascalB. Karmy 

ON MARCH 17, 1998 the Vatican 
issued what is called “The • Holocaust 
Document" which has been prepared 
since 1978. The gist of the document is . 
an apology and repentance on behalf of 
some Catholics and other Christians for 
not having done enough or failed to save 
Jews from the Jewish Holocaust during 
World War nfWWH). 

The document was not well received 
by some Jews and Israelis on two main 
grounds: first, it is far less than what 
was expected and hoped for as it failed 
to account for the role of the Catholic 
Church’s historic teaching of contempt 
towards Jews and thus paved the way for 
anti-Semitism and for the crimes of the 
Holocaust committed by the Nazis dur- 
ing WWH Secondly, although the docu- 
ment condemned anti-Semitism and 
described the Holocaust an “unspeak- 
able tragedy” and Pope John Paul II 
described the genocide an “indelible 
stain” on the 20th century, it nevertheless 
absolved Wartime Pope Pius XII of 
accusations by some Jews that he turned 
a blind eye to the Jewish tragedy. 

Let us deal with the first ground. Some 
of the Jewish writers and Zionists claim 
that the Catholic Church teachings 
helped create anti-Semitism. The Jewish 
French historian Jules Isaac was one of 
them. He wrote two books: “The Roots 
of Anti-Semitism” and “Jesus and 
Israel." In the first book he claimed that 
the root cause of anti-Semitism was the 
Christian Church and in particular the 
four Gospels which relate the life and 
death of Jesus ChrisL In the second 
book, he denigrated the Christian reli- 
gion and especially the Divinity of Jesus 
Christ and be also tried to prove that the 
Jews of the time of Christ were not 
responsible for his death in that the 
Roman Governor Pontius Pilate was toe 
one who gave the death order. The four 
Gospels however, which w'erc written by 
Jewish disciples of Christ clearly show 
the contrary in that the Jews of toe time 
insisted on Christs’ death, and Pontius 
Pilate washed his hands of toe whole 
matter. However; we need not go here • 
through the details of this matter. But do 
those Jews like Jules Isaac want toe 
Catholic Church, or for that matter any 
Christian Church, to amend or not to 
teach the New Testament that contains 
the four Gospels and the Epistles of St. 
Paul and Saint Peter and others simply to 
meet their demands. No Christian 
Church of that name will dare change 
the indubitable historical facts related in 
toe New TestamenL 

Nevertheless, toe Catholic Church in 
general and Pope John Paul U in partic- 


.ular have always condemned anti-Semi- 
tism -and gone a long w'ay to reconcile 
with Judaism and have taken wide 
strides to ingratiate themselves with it 
since toe holding of the Second Vatican 
Council (1962-1965) in Rome. Notwith- 
standing the sincere Churches’ steps and 
approaches towards Judaism, some of 
toe Jews and Zionists took toe 
opportunity on many occasions to criti- 
'cise toe Church or toe Pope himself as 
shown below; 

In May 1978 some of toe Jews, name- 
ly TUllia Zevi. president of toe Union of 
Italian Jewish Communities, toe writer 
James Raphael Baaden. an American 
Jew. and Ernest Bibersteia a microbiol- 
ogist at the University of California, 
auacked Pope John Paul II because he 
declared in Germany the beatification of 
Sister Teresa which is toe final step 
before being declared a saint She was 
originally of Jewish faith but became 
Christian during her lifetime and was 
baptised by the Catholic Church under 
toe name of Sister Teresa Benedica of 
the Cross. She lived in the convent and 
taught pbilosphy at a convent school at 
Speyer in Germany and thus retained her 
Christian faith, a similar case would 
have occurred unnoticed by toe outside 
world, let alone world Jewry. The latter 
criticised the Pope for .this beatification 
on the ground Sister Teresa was original- 
ly a Jewess and for that reason was taken 
by the Germans to Auschwitz concentra- 
tion camp where she. died. It should be 
pointed out toat thq'Nqzis did not care at 
ail whether toe person is a Christian or 
not as long as toe person or his or her 
ancestors are of Jewish origin. 

In 1987 Zionists, Jewish leaders and 
rabbis in many . countries protested 
against toe Pope for having officially 
received cm June 1987 at toe Vatican Dr. 
Kurt Waldheim ex-president of Austria. 
They alleged that, .Kurt Waldheim was 
involved in Nazi activities during WWII 
when he was a German officer in 
Yugoslavia and Greece and should not 
therefore have been welcomed by toe 
Vatican. It may be recalled that Dr. 
.Waldheim had served, toe United 
Nations for 10 years as secretary-gener- 
al with no blemish on his previous 
career. After retirement from toe U.N. he 
was elected as president of Austria by an 
overwhelming majority of toe Austrians 
despite the World Jewish Congress pub- 
lication of spurious accusations pre- 
ferred against him. In effect, no evidence 
at all was adduced to substantiate toe 
charges. Moreover, the Pope could not 
possibly refuse the visit of Austria’s 
president who was toe head of one of the 
most ardent Catholic countries in 
Europe and one of the pillars of Chris- 


tiandom. 

The second ground of criticism 
addressed to toe Vatican cocument by 
some Jews is about Pope Pius XD and 
the failure of Catholics to rescue Jews 
from the Holocaust. Jewish leadership 
accused Pope Pius XU of having over- 
looked anej. never condemned the mass 
killings of Jews. Even they made a play 
called “The Vicar” which was replete 
with slanderous accusations against the 
Pope and the Catholic Church. They 
feign to forget that during WWD toe 
Catholics as well as the Protestants had 
risked their own live and helped thou- 
sands of Jews to escape or to hide from 
the Nazis. By contrast, the elite Jewish 
leaders in Hungary and elsewhere in 
Europe cooperated with the Nazis dur- 
ing the war to save their skins and there- 
by sacrified thousands of Jews by send- 
ing them to toe concentration camps, on 
this matter the reader may refer to toe 
book titled “Parfidy” written by a Jewish 
writer Ben Hecht and to Eichnian’s trial 
which took place in Jerusalem. Even 
Yitzhak Shamir bad collaborated with 
the Nazis and was detained by toe 
British authorities on the ground of col- 
laboration with toe enemy, namely the 
Germans. 

In April 1986 Pope John Paul II visit- 
ed toe Chief Rabbi of Italy and both 
prayed together in a synagogue as a sign 
of recttociliation between the Catholic 
ChurcH and Judaism. At toat meeting toe 
Chief -Rabbi acknowledged toat toe 
Catholics helped at great risk to their 
lives Romes’ Jews among whom 1 1.000 
survived the German occupation. 

As toe Vatican document states. Pope 
Pius XD could not possibly overtly con- 
demn the savage Nazi acts at the height 
of Nazi Germany because toe latter 
would have resorted to toe persecution 
and killing of Catholics as well as more 
Jews. Indeed Pope Pius XU in person or 
through his representatives in toe Vatican 
embassies helped save hundreds of thou- 
sands of Jews as admitted by Jews them- 
selves and even Israel. However the Vat- 
ican document did mention toat there 
were soipe Christians who failed to help 
the Jews or condomed the disappearance 
or killing of Jews. 

The Vatican Document is a balanced 
one: it feverely blamed toe Christian 
individuals for failing to help the Jews 
when they could find no reason at all for 
blaming Pius XII or the Catholic Church 
as an institution which is beyond 
reproach. This is also I believe, the final 
position of Pope John Ptiul D regardless 
of the hue and cry of some Jewish lead- 
ers who are always inclined to criticise 
the Catholic Church or its head. 
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Hard work seen required 
by Jordanian industrialists 
to meet EU drug standards 


By Hind- Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — To highlight 
the European Union (EU) 
requirements for pharma- 
ceutical products, a two- 
day workshop on drug reg- 
istration in the EU was held 
in Amman recently. 

“Jordan is in a transition- 
al period and must work 
hard at meeting ELI stan- 
dards." said Maher Matal- 
ka. secretary general of the 
Jordanian Association of 
Manufacturers of Pharma- 
ceuticals and Medical 
Appliances (JAMP). which 
coorganised the event with' 
JEDCO. 

Jordan signed the Euro- 
pean partnership agreement 
in November last year and 
in this context the pharma- 
ceutical sector in Jordan is 
seeking to find out more 
information on EU drug 
requirements and specifica- 
tions. 

According to Mr. Matal- 
ka. Jordan is continuously 
upgrading its pharmaceuti- 
caT standards. "The Jordan- 
ian pharmaceutical industry 
is the second sophisticated 
sector in Jordan after the 
mining industry," he 

stressed. 

Jordan's exports of 

medicaments in 1996 
exceeded SI 40 million 
which accounted for 10 per 
cent of total exports. The 
Jordanian pharmaceutical 
industry is export-oriented, 
Mr. Matalka told the Jordan 
Times, "with 70 per cent of 
sales being exports reach- 
ing over 25 international 
markets. Jordan imports 
82 per cent of pharmaceuti- 
cals from the EU. 

Brenton James from the 
Drug Information Associa- 
tion {DIAi shared his 
expertise on drug with par- 
ticipants at the workshop. 
He spoke of regulatory 


cal exports to the ELL" he 
said. 

"There are different pro- 
cedures with various oppor- 
tunities.'’ Mr. James lold 
the Jordan Times adding 
that regulations here are 
transparent.” The mutual 
recognition procedure is 
flexible, and since all 15 
EU members work to the 
sa ne scientific standards, 
then when one of these 
countries accepts the regis- 
tration then the remaining 
14 should as well." 

Feelings of apprehension 
and uncertainty prevail 
among Jordanian pharma- 
ceutical industrialists re- 
garding the impending and 
possibly drastic develop- 
ments in the pharmaceuti- 
cal sector when the Euro- 
pean partnership agreement 
takes effect. 

it is estimated that the 
international output of 
pharmaceuticals will ex- 
ceed S 300 billion in 1997 
with most production con- 
centrated in seven industri- 
alised countries which 
account for more than 84 
per cent of global produc- 
tion. 

The pharmaceutical mar- 
ket size in the Middle East 
and North Africa amounts 
to approximately S5 billion, 
accounting for 1.6 per cent 
of global production. It is 
estimated that there are 
about 15S factories operat- 
ing in this domain in the 
region and that around 42 
per cent of regional needs 
are met by domestic pro- 
duction. 

The short grace period of 
three years after the agree- 
ment enters into effect is 
too short for the industry to 
adapt itself in terms of 
training and upgrading, 
pharmaceutical industrial- 
ists say. 


achieve the required stan- 
dards,” Mr. Matalka said . 

To meet international 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion (FDA) standards, Jor- 
dan will have to upgrade its 
facilities and. thus, the cost 
of pharmaceutical products 
will increase. 

The registration systems 
of the EU and the United 
States of America were 
compared at the workshop. 
FDA associate director. 
Mary Tyson, told the Jor- 
dan Times: “I don’t think 
that the pharmaceutical 
industry of any country will 
be hurt if it meets interna- 
tional accepted standards.” 

The European partnership 
agreement requires the 
gradual liberalisation of 
government procurement 
procedures. This includes 
the abolishment of price 
preferential treatment to 
local companies in govern- 
ment procurements. 

The Jordanian pharma- 
ceutical industry stands to 
lose a 15 per cent price 
preferential advantage, 
pharmaceutical industrial- 
ists say. 


They believe that this 

... _ r — _. ._ c will negatively affect Jor- . _ 

drug procedures, such as; 4 "'dan’s' already “'isbridking + “Middle East, told a press conference 
the mutual recognition pro- • markets and products." • I *b at *he launch a four- no a- 

cedure in ihe~EU* which 1 ' ’ "f ; don’t know ’if Wee 
"Jordan could make use of years are enough, but we 

to register its pharmaceuii- will do the utmost to 


EU sees 2.8% growth 


in ‘98, 3.0% next year 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
The European Union’s 
lEU) economy will grow 
at a rate of 2.S per cent 
this year, rising to 3.0 per 
cent next year, the Euro- 
pean Commission has 
said. 


with 

cent 


This compares 
growth of 2.7 per 
registered in 1997. 

The anticipated rate of 
growth for this year is 0.2 
per centage points lower 
than the commission 
forecast last October. 


AFM trading reaches JD21.8m as 
Arab Bank liquidates saving fund 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special W the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Arab 
Bank’s liquidation of its 
saving fund at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
has increased the weekly 
turnover and the general 
price index, brokers said 
Friday. 

The AFM weekly bulletin 
showed that the weekly 
turnover amounted to 
JD21.8 million during the 
past week, a 445 per cent 
increase over the JD4 mil- 
lion recorded a week ago. 

The bulletin said that 6.6 
million shares were traded 
at the bourse through 3.792 
contracts. Daily trading 
amounted to JD4.4 million 
compared to JD1.1 million 
in the previous week. 

The general price index, 
based on shares of 60 major 
firms, ended 0.53 per cent 
higher at 16S.09 points 
compared with 167.57 
points a week a go. or 0.32 
per cent increase. 

Brokers said the Arab 
Bank. the Kingdom’s 
largest institution, had the 
lion’s share of the turnover 
following four contracts to 
liquidate the saving fund of 
its employees. 

Several firms and finan- 


cial institutions said they 
will liquidate their saving 
funds following a govern- 
ment draft law to regulate 
and control these funds. 
Many believe that the law 
was politically motivated. 

Worried over repercus- 
sions on investors’ confi- 
dence. the government 
denied it ever intended to 
interfere or effectively put 
its hands on an estimated 
$0 saving and pension 
funds with assets around 
JD250 million. 

The brokers said the Arab 
Bank selling of its saving 
fund, invested in shares, 
earned more than JD14.8 
million during last week’s 
trading. 

On Wednesday, the trad- 
ing focused on the Arab 
International Investment 
Education "following the 
company's decision to dis- 
tribute a free share to its 
shareholders." the brokers 
said. 

The National Portfolio 
Securities also drew the 
investors attention, ahead 
of the company’s annual 
meetine. with trading at 
JD235.374. 

One broker said that Arab 
Bank’s liquidation of its 
saving fund will push other 
funds that invested in the 
AFM to sell its shares. 


"Despite government 
assurances that it will not 
enforce the draft law. fears 
still exist in the market and 
I believe that many will fol- 
low the Arab Bank.” one 
source told the Jordan 
Times. 

Another source said that 
smaller saving funds have 
started liquidating shares. 

The banking sector won 
JD 16.02 million, or 73.6 
per cent of the total 
turnover, followed by the 
industrial sector with 
JD3.75 million, or 17.2 per 
cent. Services took JD 1.9 
million, S.9 per cent, and 
the insurance sector posted 
JD74.500. 

The brokers said that 
trading at the banking sec- 
tor focused also on the 
Housing Bank and the 
Industrial Development 
Bank. 

They said foreign 
investors sold some of there 
Housing Bank shares 
although the bank decided 
last week to double its cap- 
ital to JD100 million. 

Shares of 101 firms 
exchanged hands at the 
AFM but only 26 firms 
recorded an increase in 
prices. 49 posted declines 
while 26 witnessed no 
chanses. the bulletin said. 


Jordan becomes one of the main 
markets for Air France 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The French flag carrier. 
Air France (AF). will increase the 
number of its flights to the Middle 
East as part of a worldwide plan to 
improve its performance following 
several years of financial loses, a 
company spokesman announced 
Thursday. 

Frank Thiebautt. regional manager 
for the Arabic Peninsula and the 


stop Amman- Paris- Amman flights 
starting from March 30 instead of 
the three Paris- Amman flights via 
Damascus operated since eariv 
1997. 

"Jordan is one of the markets 
which will have our priorities in the 
Middle East in 1998” said Mr. 
Thiebautt. “We have noticed that 
there was an increase in the past 
three years of French tourists com- 
ing to this country." 

He said that an increase of 1 1 .3 per 
cent of French tourists was recorded 
in 1997 compared to 1996 figures. 

Mr. Thiebautt said that the Sept. 
1997 bilateral agreement between 
Jordan and France would assist in 
the development and expansion of 


AF operations in the Kingdom. 

The AF will operate Airbus A320 
aircraft, equipped with two cabins 
and a capacity of 144 seats, to carry 
its passenger from and to Jordan. 

He said that new flights will allow 
passengers a quick and convenient 
connections from Charles De Gaulle 
Airport to 200 worldwide destina- 
tions in cooperation with its allied 
airlines such as U.S. Delta and Con- 
tinental and the Japan Airways and 
others. 

The AF official said that his firm 
will increase also its .flights to Saudi 
Arabia and Lebanon^ which are con- 
sidered the most attractive points in 
the Middle East followed by Egypt. 
UAE and Jordan. 

Mr. Thiebautt said that the AF had 
prepared a package tour for Jordan- 
ian fans who are interested to attend 
the 1998 World Cup in France, 
which includes a special ticket rate. 

The French carrier, which suffered 
heavy losses in the past few years, 
has also adopted new plan to register 
profits and attract more passengers, 
he said. 

The plan stipulated the reduction 
of its staff to 35.000 down from 
45.000 and cutting down the number 
of its stations. 

But in the past two years, the AF 


has managed to make profits, with a 
FF1.6 billion ($300 million) expect- 
ed revenues in the 1997. with a 6 per 
cent expected increase in the indus- 
try in the coming three years. 

The five-point AF strategy 
includes an increase in the capacity 
at the Charles De Gaulle Airport to 
80 million passengers in the coming 
five years, up from the current 40 
million passengers capacity per year. 

It also includes networks of 
alliances in particular with Conti- 
nental and pifra* in ''the Uriited 
States, Japan Airlines - and many- 
other airlines. 

Mr. Thiebautt said that AF will 
spend FF40 billion (S6 billion) in the 
coming five years to enhance the 
company's performance. 

He added that the AF will receive 
this summer 3 Boeing 777 and three 
Airbus A340. The company also 
plans to have 40 new planes in the 
coming four years. 

He said that the AF. which is 97 
per cent owned by the state, will sell 
20 per cent of its shares to the public 
on June. This percentage will 
increase to 45 alter one year while 
the government will keep the 
remaining 55 in its hands, he said. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert WiJ&ams 


ACROSS 
1 Big prgs 
5 Indolence 

10 Ships' records 

14 Casual 
negative 

15 Tippy 
transportation 

16 NY theatrical 
award 

17 monster ol 

the desert 

18 Botanical 
swelling 

19 Heart of the 
manor 

20 Cure for 
hiccups? 

23 Historic period 

24 Patriots' grp. 

25 ‘Do Ya" grp. 

28 tnlenvcven 

locks 

32 Non-violent 
pretest 

36 Fancy fabric 

38 Concerning 

39 Ota people: 
pref. 

40 Cure for 
hiccups? 

43 Choreographer 

Ahrin 

44 Abbr. in airport 
names 

45 Coilecl ore 

46 Entangle 

47 Ruhr Valley city 

49 Occupant: abbr. 

50 Radon or neon 

52 Swabbie's stick 

54 Cure for 

hiccups? 

62 Egyptian canal 

63 Like some 
buckets 

64 Bologna 
currency 

65 Mayberry boy 

66 W atSng bird 

67 Poet’s Ireland 

68 RfiX 

69 Pays attention 

70 Marsh growth 


DOWN 

1 Hetner or Grant 

2 Buckeye s^ie 

3 Coastal bird 

4 Cast a shadow 


5 Plot outline 

6 Take on cargo 

7 individuals 

8 Pyramid, e.g. 

9 Got wind ol 

10 Power to which 
base is raised 

If Last bn? 

12 Lillian or 
Dorothy 

T3 Ready to go 

21 Sphere 

22 _ along 
(ambles) 

25 Lanchester and 
Schiaparelli 

26 Prescription 
language 

27 Ffonda city 

29 "T^nornWgirl 

30 Some dubs 

31 Pock marks 

33 Those people's 

34 Nonsensical 

35 Centering 
points 

37 invigorated 

41 Welsh poet 
Thomas 

42 Components 


48 At present 
51 Little bn: slang 

53 Less colored 

54 Sucker 

55 Hold your 
horeas 

56 FiB too much 

57 Dust-bowl 
migrant 


money 
62 Talk while 


HOROSCOPE 
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ARIES: (March 21 to Apnl 19) You re Me to ran 
ioa massive breakdown in the middle of die day.* 
could be a friend’s problem more to your own-Go; 
ahead and bail this person, who has been dependable iii 
the past, out of the jam. The odds are good he 
will be dependable again in the toe. ^ : j - 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You re, incredibly 
luejev this morning- A comment you make' to a friend 
about something you want could actually come 
son of like having three wishes. Remember dial if 
you’re asking for things. Don’t request something you 
don’t want — you might get that, too. - 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Encourage an influen- 
tial older person to talk about hopes and dreams. The’ 
more you understand, the better you'll be able to plot 
your own course wisely. Promise to keep what you hear 
in the strictest confidence, of course; and keep your 
word about that. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) A hunch you get before 
noon should be right on target In the middle of the day, 
stay out of a conflict between your friend and his or her 
employer. There simply isn’t much you can do. it’s a 
decision your friend's going to have to make. Don’t 
worry about iL 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If you want to make more 
money on your job, help your boss figure out how. to 
pay You. Once the money is there, it’ll be an easy tran- 
sition from his or her pocket into yours. Meanwhile, if 
you need help getting a loan, that same person is the 
best one to ask. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’re very 
lucky today and tomorrow, but conditions will be 
changing after that. There’s nothing to get alarmed 


about. It's just that you’ll have to work a little harder for 
wbat you get. Right now, the tide is in your favour 
That’s true with romance, too. Don't procrastinate. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You may feel 
like your work is more of a burden than a joy. No point 
in complaining. You need the money. Instead of making 
a fuss, remember when you simply wished you had a 
job. If you don’t have a job, your best time to find one 
is this morning. There’ll be a test, but you’ll do fine. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21.) First thing 
this morning will be very romantic. The middle of tbe 
day is more upsetting. A breakdown requires a decision. 
Should you fix the thing or buy a new one? If it isn’t 
what you’ve always wanted, toss it. The evening is 
good for love again. Your plans are developing nicely. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) The 
job you're facing today is difficult, but don’t wony 
about iL Because of it you'll be able to attain some- 
thing you want for your home. If you’re thinking about 
buying a home, start studying. Set up a consultation 
with an expert for tomorrow. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You’re in 
advanced learning mode.tjgjit now. You’re, figuring out 
how to do things you previously thought were impossi- 
ble. Isn’t it fun? Yoii'realso. very attractive'to a person 
you admire a loL Make a commitment this evening. It’s 
a sure beL 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're very 
smart, but sometimes you forget about material things, 
such as food and shelter. Establish a routine that will 
support you in achieving your goals. An expenditure is 
required, but don’t worry. It’ll be a good investment. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20} Sometimes you 
find it difficult to stick to a subject Today, that won’t be 
a problem. You'll be able to focus your attention for 
hours at a time. That’s important, because you could run 
into a rather complicated situation. You’ll have it solved 
before dinner. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
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“I have to go to work. My boss 
insists on a two- week notice if 
I’m going to be out sick.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, fa form 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and MR* Arg^tor 
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ENGAGED IN BY A 
COP IN THE COLO 


Arts: 


Now arrange the drded latter* to 
form the surprise answer as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


enrouss 


(Answers 

Jumbtas: SPURN PILOT POPLAR BAKER* 
Answr ^'^sayababydeSveredhiydis**-' 


"AIR BORN- 
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West Bank market is the real way out of recession — Kabariti 


THE JORDAN Kuwait 
Bank (JKB) is conduct- 
ing a study to explore 
the possibility of a merg- 
er with the Union Bank 
for Savings and Invest- 
ment, JKB Chairman 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
told the bank's general 
assembly Wednesday 
evening. He said the 
bank is presently weigh- 
ing the obligations and 
costs which will be aris- 
ing and comparing them 
with the benefits that 
will be reaped from such 
a merger. 

Mr. Kabariti also 
informed the sharehold- 
ers that work is under 
way to complete the 
measures that will trans- 
form JKB into a compre- 
hensive bank in line 
with the criteria speci- 
fied by the Central 
Bank. “JKB is also 
studying expanding 
operations to the West 
Bank, Egypt and 
Lebanon in . addition to a 
presence in the Arab 
Gulf countries through 


the bank’s strategic part- 
ners there,” he said’. 

» The JKB chairman 
indicated that Gulf 
investments, especially 
the Kuwaiti, are large 
and continuously 
expanding in Jordan. He 
pointed out that the Gulf 
investments are seeking 
to buy stakes in estab- 
lished companies or 
firms under establish- 
ment. “Through the 
JKB, Kuwaiti and Saudi 
investors are consider- 
ing investments in Jor- 
danian pharmaceutical 
.companies,'’ Mr. Kabari- 
ti explained 

■ “The bank applied for 
.permission to establish a 
commercial, agricultur- 
al, industrial and handi- 
craft company to carry 
out consultancy services 
for Jordanian expatriates 
or Arab Gulf nationals in 
Jordan. .JKB also sought 
permission to establish a 
real estate company and 
another to have the right 
to manage investment 
portfolios,” the chair- 


man told the ordinary 
general assembly meet- 
ing. He mentioned also 
that the Central Bank 
has recently authorises 
the bank to take a 50 per 
cent in the United Com- 
pany for Financial 
Investment to provide 
investment services on 
its behalf. However, the 
Central Bank did not see 
it necessary for the 
banks to carry out insur- 
ance business as the JKB 
was seeking to establish 
an insurance company or 
to hold a 10 per cent 
equity in an insurance 
firm. 

According to the bal- 
ance sheet, JKB suc- 
ceeded in raising the 
assets by 1 1 .8 per cent or 
JD33 million to JD312 
million. The portfolio of 
credit facilities was 
raised by seven per cent 
on JD10 million, when 
the total direct credit 
facilities extended by 
the whole banking sec- 
tor did not grow above 
1.6 per cent. Customer 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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Metal Prices 


Libor Fed 


Gold (oZ*S) 304,05 30445 

Silver (oz*b) 644 647 

Platinum fez's) 41301 415.5 

AL (3 Months) 1458 1461 

CU (3 Months) 1746 1761 
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Indices 


NewYork 

Nswyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (Won) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat (S/ton) 
Soya (cAbs) 
Tea (stgflcg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
RjcofSAon) 


DOW JONES 



Low 


-30.89 -045 8895.721 8807.53 

-5.13 -047 1107.18) 109543 

34 048 5977 

■24146 442 170764 167364 

2645 0.7 3851.1 37B549 

434 046 508644 603841 




US Dollar 

0.708 

GB Staffing 
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CH Franc 
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FR Franc 
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JP Yen 

02497 
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02435 
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deposits reached JD240 
million. JD18 million 
higher than the figure 
posted at the end - of 
1996. The eight per cent 
growth in deposits com- 
pared with only 6.6 per 
cent overall growth in 
deposits achieved by the 
whole banking sector. 

The bank recorded a 
JD3.13 million gross 
profit in 1 997 compared 
to JD1.5 million in 
1996, Net profit after 
tax amounted to JD2.47 
million out of which 
JD1.5 million was allo- 
cated as a reserve for 
branching outside Jor- 


dan. 

Mr. Kabariti concluded 
by pointing out that fac- 
ing the deepening reces- 
sion and slowing the 
economic retreat should 
be countered bv opening 
new markets. He called 
for a “Jordanian eco- 
nomic offensive” on out- 
side markets and assert- 
ed that Jordan's real way 
out is the West Bank 
market." Efforts should 
be doubled to pressure 
Israel ro open the West 
Bank markets to Jordan- 
ian trade,” he said fAl 
Ra'i + A1 Dustour + Al 
Aswaq). 





JKB Chairman Kabariti (center) addresses shareholders during the General Assem- 
bly metting 
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AMMAN FXNAHCZAL MARKET 
HOUSING SANK CENTER AMMAN - SBHEISAHI 
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ce *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan marketplace 



Area: 200sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

; 3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5020605 / 
5020600 
Fax: 5932605 

Mobile: 079/30007 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. " A Symphony of Style” 


Am ra Fo.ru m Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 





Shmateanl - Opposite 
GrimHays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweifiehTef: 822891 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION OALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311 - 
5699634 EXT. 42 


h for 

| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 
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Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily ft 
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TtL 4656593 - 857690 
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Fax. 962 - 6 - 4611068 


KOOKAI 


WINTER 

Collection 

40%OFF 

SPRING 

COLLECTION .. 




20%OFF 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
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Venus Williams of the U.S. celebrates her semi-final upset as Martina Hingis of Switzerland throws her racket to 
the ground after losing a game in the third set. Williams, seeded 11th in the tournament, defeated top seed Hingis 
6-2 5-7 6-2 to advance to the final match ( Reuters photo) 


Williams defeats Hingis 


to reach Lipton final 


KEY BISCAYNE 
i AFP) — Venus 
Williams took another 
step in her campaign 
to scale the summit of 
women's tennis on 
Thursday when she 
posted her second vic- 
tory of the year over 
reigning World No. 1 
Martina Hingis. 

Williams, the iltli 
seed in the 4.6 mil- 
lion-doilar Lipton 
Tennis 

Championships, 
defeated the Swiss top 
seed 6-2. 5-7. 6-2 to 
reach the finals. 

Anna Koumikova. 
the 16-year-old 

Russian, insured the 
final will be an all- 
teen affair when she 
rallied to beat eighth- 
seeded Spaniard 
Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario 3-6. 6-1. 6-3. 

“I proved to every- 
body 1 can play sever- 
al good matches in a 
row 7 .” Kournikova 



Andre Agassi of the U.S. watches his volley return to compatriot Jeff Tarango in the 
first set of their quarter-final match at The Lipton Championships. Agassi, who is 
seeded 29th in the tournament, defeated unseeded Tarango 6-4 6-3 (Reuters photo) 



said. "I was surprised, 
all these matches I 
haven’t been nervous. 
I learned to be patient. 
I didn't go for winners 
right away, and tried to 
go to the net when 
possible. 

The growing rivalry 
between Hingis and 
Williams, botfi 17. has 
evened up this year 
after Hingis beat 
Williams in" all three 
meetings last year, 
including the final of 
the U.S. Open. 

Williams beat Hingis 
in Sydney in January, 
then lost to the Swiss 
in the semi-finals at 
Indian Wells. 

California, earlier this 
month. 

Hingis acknowl- 
edged" that William^ is 
closing the gap. 

"She is.” Hingis said. 
"She beat me now. She 
beat me in Sydney. Of 
course, she is going to 
be a tough opponent." 

Hingis, who had to 
su\e Two match points 
to squeak past 
Williams' younger >is- 
ter Serena in the previ- 
ous round, fought off 
three match points to 
force the third set 
the elder 


Agassi continued his 
blast from the past, 
breezing past fellow 
American Jeff Tarango 
6-4. 6-5 to reach the 
semi-finals. 

A three-time champi- 
on at the event. Agassi 
improved to 23-3. 
tying third-ranked 
Marcelo Rios of Chile 
for the best record on 
the ATP Tour this sea- 
son. 


Last year. Agassi was 
just 12-12. including 
eight losses in open- 
ing-round matches. 

Agassi improved to 
7-(T all-time against 
Tarango and earned a 
semi-Final clash with 
eighth-seeded 
Spaniard Alex 

Corretja, who beat 
L'.S. qualifier Steve 
Campbell 66-3. 6-1. 

Agassi said he would 
relish a shot at Rios, 
who could unseal Pete 
Sampras atop the 
world rankings with a 
victorv here." 


Eighth seed Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of Spain tosses a 


against 
Williams on Thursdav. 


tennis ball after losing the first set of her semi-final 
match against 23rd seed Anna Koumikova of Russia 
(Reuters photo) 


While youth domi- 
nated tfie women’s 
draw, former men's 
World No. I Andre 


"It’s still a match 
away but I would look 
forward to that.” 
Agasri said. "I can’t 
really properly assess 
somebody s game 
unless I’ve faced him. 
I’ve never played 
Marceio. so I wold 
love to set a look at 
him.” 


Manchester United and Arsenal 
reach time of truth 



LONDON (AFP) — Both champions 
Manchester United and Arsenal face 
testing encounters on Saturday as the 
battle for Premiership supremacy 
reaches an intriguing stage, and rele- 
gation and UEFA Cup places loom 
ever nearer. 

Defeat for either of the country's two 
leading sides could spell catastrophe 
for their chances of capturing the tide. 
It is a tune of truth, deep belief, and an 
indication of whether Frenchman 
Arsene Wenger’s in-form Arsenal 
squad are beginning to bridge the 
north-south red divide. 

Should Manchester United lose their 
eighth match of the season, and 
.Arsenal wdn, Alex Ferguson’s men 
will be at the mercy of Arsenal’s tradi- 
tionally strong finish to the season. 

Conversely, for Arsenal, still with 
the chance of securing the third double 
in the history of their Marble Halls, a 
loss could seriously dent an unshake- 
able belief which has grown in their 
abilities — and new signings — as 
199S has progressed. 

Manchester United, who meet 
Wimbledon ar Old Traiford. will now 
concentrate the forces of their strong 
squad on the single trophy which 
remains for them, after the naive belief 
that they could force a result at home 
without an away goal and 0-0 draw 


with Monaco in the Champions’ 
League quarter-final. . 

Arsenal, six points behind them with 
three matches in hand, meet Sheffield 
Wednesday at Highbury, having 
enjoyed a run which includes a single 
defeat — against Chelsea in the semi- 
final of the League Cup — since being 
routed at Highbury by Blackburn in 
the league on December 13. 

Crucial at Highbury could be the 
absence of Frenchman Emm anuel 
Petit, who has forged a strong midfield 
partnership with compatriot Patrick 
Vieira this season, the second line of a 
strong containing side which has still 
only conceded four defeats in the 
Premiership, less than any other side. 

Petit picked up a leg injury in the 
friendly against Russia on Wednesday 
which could rule him out of action. 

Wenger will have to juggle his line- 
up with ‘keeper David Seaman likely 
to return, although reports earlier this 
week suggested "that he had suffered 
another setback on the finger injury 
which has kept him out for six weeks. 
Relegation-threatened Tottenham 
must take their chances at Selhurst 
Park against bottom side Crystal 
Palace to give them the launchpad for 
a revival in the final weeks of the sea- 
son. Striker Les Ferdinand is ruled out 
of Saturday’s game with a back injury. 


but according to Swiss coach Christian 
Gross he is not a long-term absentee.' 

■ “Leshas recovered from a knee liga- 
ment injury, but that gave hinLa.back 
problem and a hamstring strain. 
However, he is receiving treatment 
and hopes to be back soon,” Gross 
said. 

Newcastle face a tricky confronta- 
tion away in front of partisan 
Southampton support at The Dell, 
fighting the spectre of relegation fol- 
lowing the embarrassment and scandal 
which has emerged within their board 
of directors in the past fortnight 

Crucially, they will need to fuel their 
confidence against Southampton 
ahead of their next encounter — 
against Manchester United. 

Newcastle's Republic of Ireland 
international goalkeeper Shay Given 
believes that the players’ resolve to 
stay in the Premiership has been 
strengthened rather than diminished 
by events off the field. Given said: 
“It’s a tough prospect but if we can get 
a result at The Dell we’U face United 
with a lot of confidence and I’m par- 
ticularly looking forward to that one as 
I’ve never even played at Old Trafford 
before.” 
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SPORTS 
IN BRIEF 


Kancheiskis 

announces 

international 

retirement 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian wing Andrei 
Kancheiskis announced 
here on Thursday that he 
was retiring from interna- 
tional football. “After the 
years spent in the national 
team I feel tired and am 
finding it hard to motivate 
myself for the European 
championship qualifiers," 
the 2 S-y ear-old former 
Manchester United for- 
ward said. “Now I would 
like to concentrate on 
playing for my club 
iFiorentina)," he added. 
Kancheiskis said he was 
making the announce- 
ment long before the qual- 
ifiers begin so Boris 
Ignatyev, the coach of the 
Russian national team, 
would have enough time 
to find a replacement for 
the rieht wins slot 


Curcic leaves 
Villa for Palace 


LONDON i AFP) — 
Yugoslavian playmaker 
Sasa Curcic finally signed 
for Crystal Palace on 
Thursday after he over- 
came problems surround- 
ing a work permit. The 
26-year-old. whose work 
permit problems ended 
when he married his 
English girlfriend earlier 
in the week, signed a 
three year contract with 
the Premiership’s bottom 
side in a £1 million (S15 
million) deal. “This is a 
dream move and 1 am 
looking forward to a suc- 
cessful career at Palace 
and believe there is 
enough quality in our cur- 
rent squad for us to stay in 
the Premiership." he said. 
Palace’s Italian player- 
coach Attiiio Lombardo 
was relieved to have got 
his man. “Sasa is a quality 
attacking midfielder and 
becomes a key member of 
our squad in our fight 
against relegation,” the 
bald former Italian inter- 
national wing said. 


GENEVA (AFP) — 

Gerhard Aigner, general- 
secretary of UEFA 

European football’s govern- 
ing body, slammed outgo- 
ing FIFA President Joao 
Havelange and Aigner’s 
FIFA counterpart Sepp 
Blatter on Thursday saying 
they had abused their posi- 
tions. 

Aigner, whose current 
boss' Lennart Johansson is 
for the momenr the sole 
candidate to replace 
Havelange in the June 8 
election, also accused the 
duo of employing heads of 
state to coerce football fed- 
erations to nominate Blatter 
to take on the 69-year-old 
Swede. 

“The president and secre- 
tary general of FIFA are try- 
ing openly to stop the 
UEFA candidate and are not 
afraid to abuse their posi- 
tions to do this despite the 
fact they are obliged under 
FIFA rules to remain neutral 
over the question of the suc- 
cession.” Aigner wrote in 
the latest issue of UEFA's 
magazine. 

“Who would have thought 
that the race to succeed Joao 
Havelange would be con- 
ducted in such a pitiful 
manner by its own direc- 
tors." he added. 

Aigner then launched 
what could be interpreted as 
a thinly veiled attack on 
French President Jacques 
Chirac, who it is believed is 
trying to push F rench 
Football Federation (FFF) 
President Claude Simonet 
to nominate Blatter. 

“Now we learn that even 
heads of state are being 
mobilised in favour of 


Blatter’s candidature and 
they are going to use their 
influence on former 
colonies to encourage their 
federations to nominate the 
secretary-general," Aigner 
wrote 

Sources in Paris said there 
had been intense pressure 
on the French Federation to 
put forward the Swiss- 
German. 

But Simonet denied he 
would give Blatter his back- 
ing. 

“France will not propose 
Mr. Blatter ’s candidacy," he 
said. 

In Zurich earlier this 
Tiioritb Johansson insisted 
he had received two letters 
from Simonet pledging his 
support 

But the 69-year-old 
Johansson feared French 
President Jacques Chirac 
might us e hi s position to 
sway the FFF. 

“But there will be an out- 
cry if Chirac does,” said 
Johansson. 

Aigner, who would not 
have been amused by 
Havelange ’s attack last 
month on how the Latin 
nations should fight the 
‘Germanisation’ of world 
football" and that if 
Johansson was elected it 
would let Germany in 
through the back door, then 
said that the autocratic 
Brazilian and his Swiss 
acolyte were worried by 
Johansson's candidacy suc- 
ceeding. 

"Apparently they believe 
that the UEFA executive 
committee and the 
European federations (of 
which 50 of the 51 signed 
Johansson's nomination 
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despite the restrictions 
imposed on him by his con- 
tract and with the help of his 
boss is pushing to be a can- 
didate without having 
declared openly that he will 
be one.” 

Despite Aigner’s attacks 
Blatter is likely to announce 
his candidacy in Paris on 
Monday, when he appears 
at a press conference with 
French footballing legend 
Michel Platini, who is also 
on the World Cup finals 
organising committee and 
rumoured to' be a candidate 
to succeed Blatter in the 
general-secretary post — 
the theme of the conference 
“FIFA and the presidency”. 
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Beardsley teams up with 
Keegan at Fulham 


LONDON (AFP) — Former England 
forward Peter Beardsley joined up with 
Kevin Keegan again on Thursday in a 
loan move to Second Division Fulham 
from Bolton, where he had struggled to 
make an impact. 

Beardsley was an integral component 
in Keegan’s squad at Newcastle and 
Fulham’s chief operations officer is 
delighted to have signed the striker to 
help the club's promotion push. 

Keegan said: “I think it is great for the 
supporters, the players, the club and 
myself. He is a player I have spent many 
years with. He is 36. as fit as a fiddle and 
a tremendous inspiration to those around 
him.” 


his 


“His greatest asset besides 
undoubted ability is his enthusiasm. 

Keegan has signed Beardsley until the 
end of May, evidently for the promotion 
push. “I have him for 10 games, all the 
way to the play-offs," he said. 

“It is no good to Peter if he is not play- 
ing football.” said Keegan. "He just 
wanted to play. He loves the game and it 
is great to have him involved. 

“Both myself and Ray Wilkins are 
excited about working with him. It is a 
great coup for the club. Peter is well- 
respected and a tremendous ambassador 
for football.” 
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ROMEO & JULIET ; SALT ON OUR SKIN 


The biggest cinema production 

TITANIC 


| ^eaaa-ik: 

• Kim Basinger... in 

;L. A CONIHQDENTIAL 

Shows: 12.30, J:30.f>:00, S: 15, 10:45 


ABDOUN 




grand opening 

TITANIC 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


Shmv>: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:00. 3:00. 7:00. 
10:30 p-m. 


Adel Imam & Yusra ...in \ 

RISALA ELAAL WALI !i 

I ARABIC i |, 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00. 8:15, 10:30 } 


Shows: 5:15, 8:30 
The film is dsc on ol 2:00 p.m. d 
12:00 a.m. on Wednesdays. Thursdays 
and Fridavj 

\ 1 J 


TEL: 

GALLERIA 1 
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ABDOUN 
GRAND OPENING 


TITANIC 


Shows: 3:30, 7:00, 10:30 
The film is abo on at 12.-Q0 am, 0 n 
Wednesdays. Thursdays and Fridays 




Hdan^aesThote 

TEL: 4625155 


STAKING APRIL 6TH 

Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jordanian 

Starring His ham Yanes, Anud 
Dabbas, Remia Kurds and the group 


ai 8 - J0 pm 

\ reservaUons call: 4640155. 4625155 
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‘Iraq pumping more crude to 


compensate for price drop’ 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
bas increased oil production 
to moke up for the fall in 
crude prices, Saddam Zebn 
Al Hassan. director of Iraq's 
State Oil Marketing 
Organisation (SOMO), said 
Friday. 

“The huge fall in crude 
prices spurred an increase in 
the amount of oil Iraq 
exported in order to make 
[sales worth] two billion 
dollars every six months as 
decided in the oil-for-food 
agreement” with the United 
Nations. Mr. Hassan said. 

“[SOMO] has taken the 


initiative to sign contracts 
with foreign companies ro 
dispose of extra quantities 
of crude and fill in the 
deficit caused by the decline 
in prices,” he was quoted by 
the official INA news 


agency as saying. 

Mr. Hassan said 48 oil 
contracts have been con- 
cluded for phase three of the 
oil-for-food programme, 
which covers December 
1997 to June 1998. 

The U.N. Security 
Council decided Feb. 20 to 
raise the amount of crude 
Iraq may sell every six 


months to S5.2 billion from 
the present 52 billion. 

The proceeds of the sales 
are to be used for food and 
medical supplies and pay 
compensation for the 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraq has said, however, 
that because of the deterio- 
ration of its oil facilities due 
to the 1991 Gulf War and 
U.N. embargo it cannot 
boost its oil exports at pre- 
sent to more than S4 billion 
every six months. 

A team of U.N. oil experts 
left Iraq Sunday after a two- 
week mission to assess 


Iraq’s request for U.N. 
authorisation for spare parts 
imports to boost its export 
capacity. 

Iraq, an OPEC member, 
has been under a U.N. 
embargo since it invaded 
Kuwait and the oil-for-food 
programme, which went 
into effect in December 
1996. was the first allevia- 
tion of the embargo. 

Crude prices fell recently 
to nine-year lows but have 
recovered some ground this 
week following an initiative 
by OPEC and non-OPEC 
producers to cut output 


Second PKK commander 


surrenders in north Iraq 


ANKARA (AFP) — A 
high-ranking member of the 
separatist Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) has surren- 
dered to a Turkish-backed 
group in northern Iraq, the 
second in less than two 
weeks, the Turkish press 
said Friday. 

Cemil Bayik, also known 
as "Cuma” and one of the 
most senior commanders in 
the PKK’s military wing. 
The Popular Army for 
Kurdistan’s Liberation 
(ARGK). surrendered to 
forces of the Turkish-allied 
Kurdistan Democratic Part}' 


tPDK) in the last few days, 
said the report. 

Fellow commander 
Semdin Sakik surrendered 
to the ARGK of Iraqi Kurd 
leader Massoud Barzanj on 
March 16, after an apparent 
falling out with PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan. 

Neither Turkish authori- 
ties nor a PKK representa- 
tive here would confirm Mr. 
Bayik’s reported surrender, 
which was refuted by a 
member of the German- 
based pro-PKK news 
agency Dem. contacted by 
telephone from Ankara. 


The PDK has been allied 
with Turkey against the 
PKK since last May. Ankara 
has launched a series of mil- 
itary operations across the 
border after accusing tbe 
PKK of using northern Iraq 
as a rear base for military 
strikes in Turkey. 

More than 29.000 have 
died in fighting since the 
PKK launched an armed 
rebellion in 19S4 aiming to 
create an independent 
Kurdish state in the raajori- 
ty-Kurd south-east of 
Turkey. 


Lebanese Amal official unscathed 


in Israeli planted bomb explosion 


TYRE (AFP) — A senior offi- 
cial of the Amal movement 
escaped unhurt Friday when 
three remote-controlled bombs 
planted by Israeli troops 
exploded as his car drove post 
in south Lebanon, police said. 

The devices, camouflaged as 
rocks and placed on the road- 
side. blew up as Nasser 
Nader's car went by heading 
for tbe village of Botaj 
Kalaweyh. six kilometres 
north of the Israeli-occupied 
buffer zone, police said. 

The bombs damaged Mr. 
Nader's car, broke the win- 
dows of a nearby house and 
left craters 50 centimetres 
deep, police said. 


The explosion occurred as 
Israeli planes flew over the 
area near the port of Tyre, “just 
like during similar attacks in 
recent months.” a police offi- 
cer said. 

A source said that Mr. Nader 
is in charge of AmaJ s paramil- 
itary organisation, which has 
periodically claimed responsi- 
bility for attacks against Israeli 
troops in tbe "security zone" 
set up by the Jewish stale in 
south Lebanon. 

The Shiite-Islamist Amal 
said that “no matter what 
methods are used by the Israeli 
enemy, its crimes will not stop 
us from continuing tbe 
farmed] resistance” against 


Israeli forces in south 
Lebanon. 

In a statement distributed in 
Tyre, Amal said Friday's attack 
is a violation of the April 1996 
truce arrangement under 
which the warring parties in 
south Lebanon agreed io spare 
civilians and not to launch 
attacks from civilian areas. 

Amal said it had asked 
Lebanon to file a complaint 
about the attack with the inter- 
national panel monitoring the 
ceasefire. 

Israel occupies the south 
Lebanon zone to prevent 
cross-border attacks on its 
northern territories by anti- 
Israeli guerrillas. 


UAE deports 
thousands of 
AIDS victims 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has deported more than 5.700 
foreigners carrying the AIDS 
virus as part of a drive it 
launched in the mid- 1 980s to 
fight the deadly disease, an 
official said on Friday. 

Tests on nearly 5.6 milli on 
people over the past 13 years 
showed 5.759 carried the 
HIV virus which causes 
Acquired Tmm tmo 

Deficiency Syndrome, 

Health Ministry Undersecrc- 
tary Abdul Rahim Jaafar said. 

‘Those tested positive have 
been deported in line with the 
law's in the UAE.” Mr. Jaafar 
told local newspapers. 

He did not mention the 
nationalities of the patients 
but the bulk of the foreign 
population in the oil -rich Gulf 
country are Asians, mostly 
from India. Pakistan. 
Bangladesh. Sri Lanka and 
Afghanistan. Other main 
expatriate communities are 
Arabs, Iranians. Filipinos and 
Britons. 

The UAE launched an anti- 
AIDS campaign in 1985 after 
a sharp increase "nf pftsbbS 
infected with the disease. The 
victims also included nation- 
als. who are isolated in spe- 
cial centres at key govern- 
ment hospitals. The cam- 
paign includes seminars, 
stopping blood imports, com- 
pulsory screening of residents 
and the purchase of advanced 
medical equipment. Around 
SI .5 million is earmarked 
annually for that drive. 


Top Turk body meets on anti-Islamist crackdown 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey’s 
top civilian and military lead- 
ers were expected to resolve 
Friday an army-government 
row on how to fight Islamism 
and to announce radical mea- 


sures against extremists. 

The National Security 
Council CMGK), Turkey's 
highest decision-making 
body, was to begin its crucial 
monthly meeting Friday after- 
noon. 

The council groups Prime 
Minister Mesut Yi/maz. the 
president, the ministers of 
defence, interior and foreign 
affairs and top five military' 
commanders. 

The MGK talks follow- 
mounting tension between the 
government and the army lost 
week when Mr. Yilmaz urged 
the generals “to back off and 
mind their own business.” 

The quarrel over what the 
army sees as the govern- 
ment's inefficiency to fight 


Islamism raised public fears 
of a military coup. 

But Mr. Yilmaz last Sunday 
swallowed his harsh remarks, 
stressing that his coalition 
government believed there “is 
no difference between the 
cabinet and the military" on 
fighting religious extremism. 

Since then Mr. Yilmaz has 
been seeking to further defuse 
the situation, and sources 
close to the government sug- 
gested he was likely to accept 
fresh proposals by army gen- 
erals who see Islamism as tbe 
greatest threat to Turkey's sec- 
ular regime. 

On Monday. Mr. Yilmaz 
announced a series of anti- 
Islamic measures, including 
plans for new legislation to 
control the activities of organ- 
isations. foundations, schools 
and other institutions suspect- 
ed of supporting or financing 
Islamism in Turkey. 

The construction of new 


mosques will also be made 
subject to authorisation from 
the Department of Religious 
.Affairs, a state-run agency 
reporting to the prime minis- 
ter. 

Laws governing the right to 
assembly are to be tightened, 
and stiffer penalties imposed 
on Islamic violations of the 
dress code for public office. 

But press reports said Mr. 
Yilmaz s measures fall short 
of those demanded by the mil- 
itary. which also wants the 
government to sack the gover- 
nors of some 20 of Turkey's 
SO provinces, who arc report- 
edly sympathisers of the 
Islamist movement. 

In addition, the generals will 
present a report on the activi- 
ties of an influential religious 
sect leader. Fethuilah Gulea 
whose long-term goals, they 
maintain, is to help establish 
an Islamist state in Turkey. 

The military also favours 


government decrees and strict 
implementation of existing 
legislation, to prevent the con- 
senativ'e -dominated parlia- 
ment dragging its feet over tbe 
approval of anti-Islamic laws. 

In a clear reference to Mr. 
Yilmaz. Turkey's top generals 
released a harsh statement one 
week ago. warning that “no 
one can discourage the army’s 
determination to fight funda- 
mentalism for his personal 
interests and political ambi- 
tions.’' 

In private talks, military 
officials have accused Mr 
Yilmaz of trying to win the 
sympathy of religious voters 
by adopting a soft approach to 
the ‘‘fundamentalist threat." 

The military, which played 
a vital role in forcing an 
Islamist-led government to 
resign last year, has staged 
three coups in the Iasi 3S vears 
— in 1960, 1971 and 1980. 



THE SENSATION OF BEING GIANT: Dutch Prime Minister Wun Kok tip toes 
through miniature streets of Amsterdam daring the official annual opening of the 
amusement park 'Madurodam' in The Hague on Friday. Madurodam shows scale 
models of Dutch Iandsmarks and is one of The Hague's main tourist attractions 
(Reuters photo) " 


Indian Supreme Court stays death 
sentences for Rajiv Gandhi murder 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India!s Supreme Court 
Friday stayed the death sen- 
tences of 26 Indians and Sri 
Lankans found guilty of 
involvement in the 1991 
assassination of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, court officials said. 

The 26 were condemned 
to hang by a special court in 
January for conspiracy to 
murder. 

A panel of three Supreme 
Court judges said it would 
hear appeals on behalf of 
the accused. listed as mem- 
bers or sympathisers of the 
Liberati on Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) of Sri Lanka. 

A court in M adras on Jan. 
28 found the LTTE, which 
is fighting for an 
independent homeland in 
Sri Lanka's north and east, 
guilty of assassinating 
Gandhi at an election rally 
near Madras on Mav 21. 
1991. 

The Supreme Court ruling 
will mean an immediate 
delay of two months after it 
called for the case records 
to be translated from TamiL 
the state language of Tamil 
Nadu, into English. 

It ordered 100 translators 
to be employed and said the 
work should be completed 
in two months. 

“The hearing on the 
appeal will start immediate- 
ly thereafter," the judges 
said. 

The January judgement 
followed almost ' seven 
years of investigations, dur- 


ing which 1,044 witnesses 
were cited by the proseeir* 
tion. 


' Tbe prosecution produced 
1.477 documents, running 
to about 10,000 pages, and 
1,180 other pieces of evi- 
dence. 

The court ruling was the 
f irst t ime members of the 
LTTE, which is outlawed in 
Sri Lanka, India and the 
United Stales, have been 
found guilty by a court of a 
p olitic al assassination. The 
LTTE has repeatedly denied 
it killed Gandhi. • 

Gandhi Indian • premier 
from 1984-89, was killed 
when a female suicide 
bomber detonated explo- 


sives strapped to her body 
while pretending to touch 
his feet as a marie of respect 
'"THe 'Issue ' 1 &f~ who wa$ 
behind the killing sparked 
just-concluded national 
elections after a member of 
the previous minority coali- 
tion was linked to the 
LTTE.. 

Gandhi sent Indian troops 
to Sri Lanka in 1987 to try 
to help end the separatist 
struggle there. 

But the troops soon 
b ecam e die target of die 
LTTE, who saw them as 
siding with the Sri Lankan 
government Nearly 1,200 
Indian troops died before 
tbe force was withdrawn. 


JKLF calls for Kashmir 
reunification, independence 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — A reunited and independent 
Kashmir is the only soludon to die 50-year-old dispute 
over the territory between Pakistan and India, the Jamm u 
and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) said Friday. 

“This is the only peaceful, equitable arid permanent solu- 
tion which can be implemented without hurting the nation- 
al egos of India and Pakistan,” JK^LF chairman, 
AmmanuUoh Khan, said in a statement 
An independent Kashmir should have a democratic, fed- 
eral and non-communal system of gove rnme nt- and main- 
tain friendly relations with both New Delhi and Islamabad, 
Mr. Khan said. t* 

He urged the international community to “persuade, even 
pressurise" the governments in Pakistan and India to 
resolve the dispute on the basis of its proposal 
JKLF. a militant organisation, is among: more than 30 
Kashmiri groups waging a separatist campaign in the 
Indian-controlled southern two- thirds of Kashmir. The 
campaign has left , more than 20,000 people dead since 
1989. 




Iran’s pilgrims make quiet return to Iraqi holy cities 


By Steve Kirby 
Aeence France Presse 


NAJAF — Ten years after 
the end of the iran-Iraq war. 
Iranian pilgrims are returning 
to Iraq in such large numbers 
that hotels in this Shiite 
Muslim holy city have started 
putting up signs in Persian. 

‘71 case leave your valu- 
ables at reception,” a Persian- 
language sign urges guests at 
the entrance to the Zamzam. 
the smartest hotel in Najaf, 
160 bn south of the capital. 

“We had the signs put up a 
month or two ago because 
almost all our guests are now 
Iranian.” said assistant man- 
ager. Abed Ali Khataa. 

“We are getting so many 
requests for bookings from 
Iranian groups that we are 


haring to refer a lot of them to 
other hotels around the city." 

As if to prove his point, a 
member of staff called him 
away ro the telephone to deal 
with a request for rooms from 
a party of Iranian pilgrims. 

But the 120-bed hotel was 
already fully hooked with a 
large party from Iran who had 
just finished eating lunch. 

The two governments do 
not officially admit to the 
Iranian pilgrims' renewed 
presence in Iraq — the former 
foes have yet to sign a peace 
treaty formally ending their 
1980-1988 war. 

And when Baghdad 
announced it was opening its 
border to Iranian pilgrims last 
September. Tehran dismissed 
the move as a propaganda 
ploy. 


But although Iran still 
allows only third-country 
nationals to cross its 1,300 km 
land border with Iraq. Iranian 
pilgrims have been craning 
here via third countries. 

“The first handful came in 
September,” Mr. Khataa said. 
“Since then, we've been get- 
ting more and more.” 

The majority come from 
Damascus using the border 
crossing newly opened last 
year, but others come from 
Amman, Iraqi tour guides 
told AFP. 

“Our company handles pil- 
grims coming from 
Damascus, but others take 
them from Amman,” said 
Jassim Mohammad, repre- 
sentative of the privately- 
owned Khataja lour firm. 

He said his company han- 


dled around 50 I ranian pil- 
grims a week through the 
Lebanese firm Wafa which 
took tbe bookings from 
Iranians in Damascus. 

Mr. Mohammad said his 
own company had only been 
fringing Iranian pilgrims to 
Iraq “for a month or two “ but 
other companies had started 
“four or five months ago.” 

He said the government- 
owned Al Hoda firm had been 
the first. Since then private 
operators had started running 
tours too. making “perhaps 15 
companies in all " 

The pilgrims have been 
seizing the opportunity to 
visit holy sites which had 
been barred to them for the 
best pan of two decades. 

Najaf is the centre of reli- 
gious instruction for the 


whole Shiite world and con- 
tains the shrine of Ali. cousin 
of the Prophet Mohammad 
and fourth Caliph, who was 
the Shiites' first imam. 

But it is just one of five so- 
called golden mosques in Iraq 
which house the tombs of 
Shiite imams and draw piU 
grims from around the world. 

The Iranian pilgrims are 
given just a week in Iraq to 
visit all the sites — two nights 
each in Najaf. Baghdad and 
the holy city of Karbala. 100 
km south of the capital. 

“All three cities used to 
have large Iranian popula- 
tions before the war.” said 
Nabil Shawkat as he escorted 
a party of 54 Iranians around 
the Abbasiya shrine in 
Karbala fur the privately- 
owned Mcsaa company. 


A Christian himself, he 
learnt Persian living along- 
side Iranians near the 
Qadhimiya shrine in 
Baghdad* 

But the manager of the 
Zamzam hotel said it had 
been so long since the 
Iranians had been forced to 
leave that communication 
was now proving a problem. 

“None of our staff speak 
any Persian and very few of 
the Iranians who come speak 
any Arabic or English,” be 
said. 

Mr. Mohammad said that al 
first the Iranians had no idea 
what treatment to expect so 
the tour groups consisted 
entirely of men. “Now they 
are bringing their wives and 
families too.” he said. 

The Iranian pilgrims’ pres- 


ence in Iraq is stift enough of 
a secret thaty none would 
speak to AFP. V 
But their return is bringing a 
mim-boom to Iraq’s Shiite 
holy cities. 

‘There are a lot of hotels 

under construction here 

the first should be ready in six 
months,” Mr. Mohammad 
said 

Tbe holy cities are now 
waiting for the growing trick- 
le of the last six months to 
tecome a flood with the 
resumption of direct travel 
across the Iran-Iraq bordet 
An Iranian delegation visit- 
ed Baghdad to discuss the 
issue earlier this month, and 
the official Iraqi news agency 

INA reported an agreS 

was signed on March 10. 


Schwarzenegger 
to battle against 
the devil 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) 

U.S. action movie star 

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
will do battle against the 
devil in a supernatural 
thriller titled “End of 
Days,” Daily Variety 
newspaper reports. The 
film, scheduled to be shot 
this summer, will be the 
Austrian-born muscle- 
, man’s first effort since he- 
played the arch-fiend Mr. 
Freeze in 1997’s “Batman 
and Robin.” Budgeted at 
$100 million, ‘‘End of 
Days” does not yet have a 
director. 


Law to end age-old 
discrimination 
against women 


MADRID (AFP) — 
Spain is expected to adopt 
legislation enabling chil- 
dren to use the family 
name of either mother or 
father as their main sur- 
name. At present, a 
Spanish citizen’s surname 
traditionally is composed 
of the father’s family 
name, followed by that of 
the mother. Under the 
new law, which is expect- 
ed to sail through parlia- 
ment, a Spaniard may 
choose to use the moth- 
er’s name, followed by 
the father's. Press reports 
said the law would put an 
end to age-old discrimina- 
tion against women. 


French screen 
star Alain Delon 
calls it quits 


PARIS (R) — French 
movie actor Alain Delon, 
heart throb and screen 
tpugh guy for over four 
cjecades, has decided to 
quit films. V T ijUirik I’ve 
said everything I wanted 
to say in cinema. I don't 
feel like saying anything 
else. I think I’d better 
retire,” a disabused 
Delon. 62. said in a live 
television interview. The 
notoriously moody Delon 
is known to have been 
highly disappointed by 
public indifference to his 
last three films, all. box 
office flops. 


Pigs to get five-star 
treatment in Britain 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
$370,000 grant from 
Britain’s national lottery 
has been awarded to give 
a herd of pigs a life of lux- 
ury. The money will be 
spent on pens with under- 
floor heating, snout-oper- 
ated showers, computer- 
controlled li ghting and 
even electronically-oper- 
ated curtains to keep the 
draughts out. Toys will be 
also be provided to pre- 
vent the animals from get- 
ting bored, and they will 
be served a choice of food 
at Whirlow Hall Farm, an 
educational centre for dis- 
abled and inner-city chil- 
dren in Sheffield, north- 
ern England. A charity for 
the homeless. The Simon 
Community, branded the 
grant an “appalling 
insult.” 
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Indian city awash 
in dirty money 


NEW DELHI (AP) — In 
other parts of In dia, mer- 
chants and even beggars 
won’t accept tom, soiled 
bills. But new money is in 
such short supply in the 
central city of Bhopal* 
people are wrapping 
ragged notes in plastic so 
they can be used. Without 
the plastic, the old monev 
might disintegrate as it 
changes hands, United 
News of India reported- 
Cashing in on the wide 
acceptance of tom curren- 
cy in the city, enterprising 
businessmen are buying 
up soiled notes at a dis- 
count in other parts of the 
country and dumping 
them in Bhopal. 
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NBA 

enters final 
month 
with much 
at stake 

CHICAGO (AFP) — One . 
month, before the start of 
the National Basketball 
Association playoffs, 
favourites are scrambling 
for home-court advantage 
while mid-level teams 
struggle to merely make 
the playoffs. 

The Chicago Bulls have . 
the NBA’s best record at 
53-17 but must withstand , 
a challenge from Seattle. 

52-17. and Utah. 51-17, 
to regain the edge that 
helped them past those 
clubs in the past two NBA 
finals. 

The Bulls won their sev- 
1 enth game ih a row, beat- 
ing Orlando 85-70 on • 

Wednesday behind 23 
points from Scottie 
Pippen and 17 from NBA 
scoring leader Michael 
Jordan, who averages 
28.4 a game. 

Jordan-, said the ' Bulls 
would struggle early in., 
the season with Pippen 
injured and they did, with 
Dennis Rodman in a funk 
and offensive woes 
mounting. 

But since then, the Bulls Charlotte Hornets’ guard Bobby Phiils (Rj drives on Milwaukee Bucks center JSrvin 
have recovered. Rodman Johnson during first half NBA action at the Charlotte Coliseum (Reuters photo) 
leads the league with 15.1 
points a game and has 
been as tame as anyone 
with his wild hair color- 
ing can. . . ... . 

Jordan, for his part, still ' rw^veland — . \ 97 Toronto 96 

takes inspiration from his Charlotte ■ - 94 Milwaukee SO 

1995 playoff ouster, at the \ ; 108 Vancouver 102 

hands of Orlando when he y V Goklen State ^ 98 Seattle- -91 

played only a small por- ££,^1 
non of the season after ■; ^-7" 
ending a retirement that 

included playmg,basebaH. lost 10 Bulls ,ast with New Jersey and Seattle on March 31, but 

was an eve-ODenine 3W’s semi-finals, said he Washington even for the the fight could go down to 

^situation/* Jordan said “J h l®*dws •'nvfrstsd'lfte HiHeat spotirwhilet Oriando J i their' 1 SeasW-ending^vtsit [ 

~ was~ halve ~ ahoiif wHat'n ' totast doi to* wia^ alsKow- Land DetrdiLgjve.chase. ... . fo’thtflikkefs’oh ApriM^: | 
could coming r, Back the BifllsThfe In the West, drttsibti l ~TRPT!ilkfl i $ : are trying^o ■ 

from baseball. 1 came ’ , ' „ leaders Seattle and Utah topple the clubs who out- 
back and thought 1 could ’ We ca , n 1 ^ b f u teams t0 beaL ’ e L d thera ,n the Payoffs 

just torn it on. The failure over we’ve got to make The Somes traded away the past two years. Seattle 

1 Had wntc nn in the shots, we have to run Shawn Kemp but j vin won a seven-game senes 

‘Hev vou’ve got to put our °^ ense to perfec- Baker and Gary Payton in 1996 and Utah ousted 

forth* the effort put forth & on ” he said. “We have have each produced 19 the Lakers in the NBA 

rh* wr>rt Thf»n rh^ rpenire to be more intense and points a game and Seattle quarter-finals last year, 

will mm* hark ready to play in all situa- has won three of four San Antonio, bolstered 

Thev are hack Just ask “ons.” - from their nearest rivals, by rookie forward Tim 

Miami or «j T«riiana th* Charlotte and Atlanta the voung Lbs Angeles Duncan and the return of 

also appear set for Eastern Lakers. - a healthy David 

Mining ini ■ Tim Conference playoff spots “We've just gor to keep ■ Robinson, join Phoenix in 

th( , but behind them is a six playing well and hopeful- the next two playoff 

p Q ^rc 2,’ii/iAfi h» i orru team scramble for three ly we. will have the besr benhs, leaving Portland. 

t)«j ’ dl Hhv remaining berths. All record and home-court Houston and Minnesota 

oira ana spars a oy c i u fo s involved are within advantace throughout the to divide the final three 

4 1/2 games. playoffs;' Paytm said. spots, 

unpro ed but soli can Ne W ; York and Utah coach Jerry Sloan Sacramento is next clos- 
overtmte umcago. Cleveland have the edge is more concerned about est, 10 1/2 sames back of 

Hardaway, .whose club t—nm«r Karl Malone Minnesota “for the final 
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with New Jersey and 
Washington even for the 
■’■final* spot/r while) Griando j 
Land DeuroiLgjve.chase. ... . 

In the West, division l 
leaders Seattle and Utah 
are the teams to beak • 

The Sonics traded away 
Shawn Kemp but -Yin 
Baker and Gary Payton 
have each produced 19 
points a game and Seattle 
has won three of four 
from their nearest rivals, 
the young Lbs Angeles 
Lakers. 

“We’ve just got to keep ; 
playing well and hopeful- 
ly we will have the best 
record and home-court 
advantage throughout the 
playoffs,” Payton said. 

Utah coach Jerry Sloan 
is more concerned about 
keeping Karl Malone. 
John Stockton and the rest 
focused on games, not the 
standings. 

“I would rather have 
them working hard arid 
coming out every ■ day 
thinking about basketball 
than, ro look at the 
records.” Sloan said. 

The Jazz face the Lakers 
on Saturday and visit 
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GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
. A TANNAH HIRSCH 
tnm Trftara UtdhUkntOM. lot 

FLAY OR DEFEND? 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

<7873 / 

£21094 

+AK663 

WEST EAST 

*9653 * A10 

OAK 1095 CQJfi 2 
0 Void 687852 

* J94 2 +<*5 ■ - - 

SOOTH - . 1 
‘ * K J 87 42 ' 

0 + 

0AQJ3 

*107 

Tbe bidding: 

SOUTH WIST NORTH EAST., 
1* Pko 2* -‘N* i - 

S* Pan 80 Paw 

40 . Pan 4* Pan. 

Pan Pan ' 

Opeafog If ad: King of c 

Study tbe diagram above, then 
decide whether yea would- rather 
declare or defend four spades after 
the lead of the king of bearta, Al- 
lowed by tbe ace after East dropped 
tfceQaeeo. 

Tbe auction la educational. Since 
il requires four-card suasort to 


-i 


iy a minor, to the four- level. South 
bad to tave six spades and a mini- 
mum (with five spades and four dia- 
monds, or a good 6-4, South would 
have Tebid two diamonds). So 
North's correction to four spades 
with a singleton queen was emi- 
nently reasonable. 

'- It might seem that four spades is 
cold. Declarer. rufls the heart con- 
tinuation , heads a trump to tbe 
queen and aas/niflb another heart, 
,contiauatioo. cashes two high 
.trumps .then starts running dla- 
! moods. West can. ruff <«t any time, 
■but that is the third and last trick 
for the defense. 

Not so last! Elect to defend and 
aDow'the queen of spades to win. 
Whan declarer tries to return to 
hand with'* diamond (ess en t ial to 
maintain trump control) to play 
another trump, West ruffs and 
acmes another raff, when East wins 
the ace of spades- Down onel . 

So yon want to defend? After ruff- 
ing the heart at brick two, cross to 
king of dobs and lead the queen ot 
spades. Since East cannot win prof- 
itably, overtake with .the king and 
writ with a low trump. The defend- 
ers get no more than one heart and 
two trumps. 


Under tbe patronage of 

HRH Prince Raad Bin Zeid 

THE SOCIETY FOR CARE OF 
NEUROLOGICAL PATIENTS 

and 

The Amman Road Runners 

'present: ' ' - 

The 6th Amman-Dead Sea 
Ultra Marathon (5Qkm) 

Friday 3 rd of April , 1 99 8 


First Division Basketball Championship 

Ahli take on Orthodoxi tonight 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two former champions 
— A1 Ahli and A1 Orthodoxi — meet 
Saturday evening with both teams 
hoping to come away with a win that 
would restore the confidence of their 
officials as well as fans before facing 
leaders A1 Jazireh next week. 

Throughout the past three decades, 
the match used to be the highlight of 
the First Division Basketball 
Championship which was won last 
year by A1 Jazireh ending a 30-year 
domination among the two rivals. 

A1 Orthodoxi had an undisputed 
reign from 1976-1989, but A1 Ahli 
won the title in 1990, 1992, 1993 and 
1994 aided by the signing of Naser 
Bushnaq. 


for the past two seasons. Their pre- 
season training was delayed while 
they were looking for a coach while 
working on the return of their veterans 
Yousef Zaghloul and Marwan 
Ma’touq to the lineup after missing 
last season. 

A1 Orthodoxi ended up in third place 
last year and are hoping to resume 
their dominance of the game. They are 
led by Hiloi Barakat together with 
younger stars Ayman Du’eis. Fadi 
Saqqa and Nasser Bassam. 

A1 Onhodoxi’s only defeat was 92- 
S4 to titleholders Al Jazireh. But 
regardless of their results in the two 
rounds, the top three teams will have a 


shot at the title with introduction of the 
playoff system this year. 

Al Jazireh scored a 115-38 win over 
Al Hussein in Irbid Thursday night as 
they continued their unbeaten streak. 

In the oLher weekend match, Ai Jalil 
scored a crucial 75-50 win over Al Jeel 
to whom they had lost 61-60 in the 
first round. 

It was Ai Jalil ’s second win of the 
tournament after they beat Ai Hussein 
47-35 in the first round. 

AI Jeel and Al Jalil will therefore be 
aiming to beat Al Hussein to secure 
their place in the six-team group to 
avoid the re legation- threatened last 
place. 


STANDINGS 


Al Orthodoxi came back to win in 

Team 

P 

W 

L 

sr 

Sa 

Pts 

1991, 1995 and 1996. 

Jazireh 

7 

7 

_ 

674 

397 

14 

This season, AI .Ahli are currently 

Orthodoxi 

6 

5 

I 

529 

336 

11 

third after losing to Orthodoxi 74-49 

Ahli 

6 

4 

2 

412 

363 

10 

before improving their image in their 

Jalil 

7 

2 

5 

378 

489 

9 

75-69 loss to Al Jazireh. 

Jeel 

7 

2 

5 

404 

603 

9 

Al Ahli came in second last vear and 

Hussein 

7 

- 

7 

379 

486 

7 


have been tackling technical obstacles 


French top two poised for heated battle 


Seattle on March 31, but 
the fight could go down to 
I their^BeasW-endin'g “vtsit i 
fo'thC' Lhkcts on ■ A'pri 1-19: ' 
! -'TRe’M^are trying^ • 
topple the clubs who oust- 
ed thera in the playoffs 
the past two years. Seattle 
won a seven-game series 
in 1996 and Utah ousted 
the Lakers in the NBA 
quarter-finals last year. 

San Antonio, bolstered 
by rookie forward Tim 
Duncan and the return of 
a healthy David 
Robinson, join Phoenix in 
the next two playoff 
berths, leaving Portland, 
Houston and Minnesota 
to divide the final three 
spots. 

Sacramento is next clos- 
est, 10 1/2 games back of 
Minnesota for the final 
spot. 

The loser with the most 
ai stake, however, might 
be Denver. At 8-62, the 
Nuggets have only 12 
games to try and surpass 
the NBA record for 
fewest victories in a sea- 
son, nine, owned by the 
Philadelphia 76ers. 
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PARIS (AFP) — The top 
two in the French league 
Metz and Lens, separated 
by just a point, clash on 
Sunday in what could prove 
to be the decisive match for 
the unglamourous duo — 
though' Marseille are still 
breaming down their backs. 

Elsewhere in the equally 
tight race in Italy leaders 
Juventus meet struggling 
AC Milan while their two 
rivals for the title Inter 
Milan and Lazio play 
Vicenza and Udinese 
respectively ail on Saturday. 

In Germany Bayern 
Munich have a chance to 
make up some of the six 
.point gap on Kaisersla utern 
as they play- relegation 
threatened Karisuhe and the 
leaders are at home to third 
placed Bayer Leverkusen. 

The Spanish race is seem- 
ingly all but over as seven 
point leaders Barcelona 
play Celta Vigo and their 
bitter rivals Real Madrid, 
who have also played a 
game more, play Valladolid. 

The least of Lens’ prob- 
lems is the fact that they are 
playing in Metz as their 
coach and president have 
threatened to just play their 
reserve side if their hosts 
are able to play Frederic 
Meyrieu. 

Lens are protesting that 
Meyrieu, who used to play 
for them, had a one match 
ban temporarily lifted by 

the French Football 

Federation’s tFFFi ethics 
committee on Wednesday. 

Lens president Gervais 
Manel said he was taking 
the matter to the French 
National Olympic Sports 
Committee (CNOSF) who 
in th eory could overrule the 
FFF's decision. 

‘1 have nothing against 
Metz or Meyrieu but I have 
taken this step so the princi- 
ples, the rules and the ethics 
of the sport are main- 
tained.” Martel said. 

Away from off the field 
matters Lens, who unlike 
Metz have won the title 
before when they won the 


1944 Occupied France title, 
will hope to have their star 
Czech striker Vladimir 
Smicer in as sharp a form as 
he showed when he put one 
past the Republic of Ireland 
in his side’s 2-1 win on 
Wednesday. 

Metz will be reinforced 
by their French internation- 
als Robert Pires and ‘keeper 
Lionel Letizi, who will 


when they kick off in Turin 
on Saturday night. 

After three draws in their 
last four games, Italy’s 
reigning champions are 
now just one point clear of 
Inter Milan and two ahead 
of Lazio, both of whom 
play on Saturday afternoon. 

Marcello Lippi's main 
worry is over playmaker 
Zinedine Zidane, whose 


Saturday against Karlsruhe 
who are seeking fresh inspi- 
ration after this week's 
sacking of coach Winfned 
Schaefer. 

As long as Bayem have a 
mathematical chance their 
Italian coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni says he refuses 
to countenance defeat. 

Kaiserslautern host Bayer 
Leverkusen, who can now 



want to wipe away the 
memory of his blunder that 
handed Russia the winner in 
their - friendly on 
Wednesday, and Belgian 
playmaker Danny Boffin. 

The 1993 European Cup 
winners Olympique 

Marseille, who looked to be 
in pole position to claim 
their first title since 1992 
until a recent slump, can 
retain an interest if they beat 
lowly Riviera rivals Cannes 
also on Sunday. 

Should Metz draw with 
Lens and Marseille win 
then the three would be sep- 
arated by just a point. 

Champions Monaco, who 
trail Metz by seven points, 
have to beat relegation 
threatened Guingamp to 
maintain even a possibility 
of the second Champions 
League place. 

However, the European 
Cup semifinalists have a 
worrying injury list with 
their hero from the 
Manchester United triumph 
David Trezeguet out with a 
left knee injury and Scottish 
playmaker John Collins 
looks likely to miss the 
match because of a left 
thigh muscle injury. 

Serie A leaders Juventus 
face a test of their mettle 
when they host Italian Cup 
finalists AC Milan in one of 
the closest championship ; 
races of the decade. 

So tight is the title race 
this year that Juventus may 
no longer be top of the table 


ankle injury ruled him out 
of France’s friendly against 
Russia this^week and who 
now faces a fitness test' 

Inter are, meanwhile, at 
home to fellow Euro semi- 
finalists Vicenza. 

Lazio face the toughest 
assignment of all the top 
sides, at Udine. 

Udinese, who have Serie 
A’s top striker in 19-goal 
German ace Oliver 
Bierhoft'. are lying fourth in 
the table — three points 
behind Lazio — and hope- 
ful of a place in the next 
Champions League. 

They must win on 
Saturday to keep that dream 
alive, or this seasons's reve- 
lation in the Serie A will 
have to settle for the UEFA 
Cup, along with the likeli- 
hood of losing Bierhoff to a 
bigger club. 

However, if Udinese are 
in a must-win situation, the 
same is equally true of 
Lazio. 

The Rome club, aiming to 
win the league for the sec- 
ond time in their history, 
need to make up points on 
Juventus before their show- 
down at the Olympic stadi- 
um on April 5. 

Bayem Munich have not 
given up the chase on 
Kaiserslautern and will 
expect to get three points on 


devote their full attention to 
the Bundesliga after Real 
Madrid eased past them in 
the European Cup quarter- 
finals 10 days ago. 

Kaiserslautern will not be 
disposed to do them any 
favours, especially not at 
their Betzenberg stadium 
where they have won 1 1 of 
their 13 matches this sea- 
son. 

In Spain runaway leaders 
Barcelona travel to fourth 
placed Celta Vigo on 
Sunday while their fading 
challengers Real Madrid are 
also away at mid table 
Valladolid. 

Real may well have their 
minds more on next 
Wednesday's European 
Cup semifinal first leg 
match with Borussia 
Dortmund, although coach 
Jupp Heynckes will want a 
win so that if the European 
Cup slips from their grasp 
the team can still qualify for 
the Champions League by 
finishing second. 

The 1997 champions 
should prevail particularly 
as teenage sensation Raul 
ended his barren run with a 
goal against Sweden on 
Wednesday and the even 
more promising Fernando 
Moriemes scored a double 
on his international debut. 


FOR RENT 


Aattm RQMI RtmntTS (8626)5830435 

RO. B(tt.S20ff74 Amman 11110 JORDAN 
Kop^tewwjwtsxoinJcVdaiKJcesmaraifton/ 


Radisson Jrztff 


LG Electronics 


FULLY FURNISHED LUXURIOUS 
APARTMENT FOR RENT / ARDOUN 

1 Modem European style apartment equipped to the highest 
standard with brand new furniture and appliances through- 
out Consisting of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen and liv- 
ing-dinning room. 

For more information please call 4629823 till 
1:00 p.m., or 5411874 after 2:00 p.m. 

Note: The apartment can be rented unfurnished. 


NOTICE of TENDER 


Interested parties are invited to tender for a 

MITSUBISHI MINIBUS L300 

1994 MODEL, 1439CC, PETROL, 55 LITERS, 
4 SPEED MANUAL COLUMN SHIFT, 

113 000km AS IS. 

Ms WAFA N1JMEH may be contacted at: 
81 - 1194 / 592-2288 

For further details and the bus may be viewed at 
64 Mohammed 

Al-Mahdi Street Abdoun - Amman 
From Sunday, 29 March - Tuesday, 31 March 
Written Tenders must be submitted to above 
mentioned address by 
Tuesday, 31 March 1998 At 12:00 


1. FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED VLLA : 3BEDS+3BATHS. 
WITH 2 BEDROOMS STUDIO "SWEIFIEH”. 

2. GROUND FLOOR : 3 BEDS, 3 BATHS, FIRE PLACE, 
UNFURNISHED: "UHU UTHEINAH" 

3. FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED FLAT : 3 BEDS, 3 BATHS 
LARGE TERRACE "SHMBSANI* 


Philadelphia I 

Tel: 4634144 - 4634149 

Presents 

Titanic star Leonardo Di Caprio 
in the most beautiful love story 

Romeo & Juliet 



2aH£frf;u:iE; 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 








